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mTRODUOTION. 



By the generosity of Mr, James Sprunt, of Wilmington, the 
University is enabled to begin a work, which, we are confi- 
dent will be much appreciated by the enlightened people of 
the State. This is the periodical publication of monographs 
designed to elucidate the history of North Carolina. 

The University has in its possession much documentary ma- 
terial of a private and public nature, which has never been 
published. The North Carolina Historical Society has like- 
wise a good supply, interesting and valuable, which has not 
seen the light of day. Efforts will be made to secure additions 
from the fortunate possessors of similar stores. It is confi- 
dently expected that the officers, students, alumni and 
friends of the University will be atile to make contributions 
to our knowledge of the past, which students of our State his- 
tory will be glad to read and to preserve. 

The University has not heretofore by any means totally neg- 
lected such pious labors. The editors of the ante-bellum Uni- 
versity Magazine published much historical matter, which stu- 
dents of history all over the Union are eager to secure, now 
that the numbers have become extremely rare. The editors 
of its continuation since the re-opening in 1872 have likewise 
included in its pages many sketches of the lives of our prom- 
inent citizens, and many narratives of past events, which, if 
collected together, would surprise the reading public by their 
variety and interest. The James Sprunt series will be in a 
more compact and convenient shape, and will, it is hoped, be 
correspondingly prized. 

This first number is composed of sketches of the dele- 
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g-ates of the Convention of 1861, which, called to inaugurate a 
life and death struggle, contained more of the leading- men of 
the State than any representative body ever held in its limits. 
It is the work, while a student, of one of our recent gradu- 
ates, Mr. John Gilchrist McCormick, and reflects credit on his 
tireless industry and his accuracy. In addition to the facts of 
the lives of the members, is a succinct history, both of the 
legislation accomplished and of the propositions defeated, 
prepared by one of the delegates from the county of Wake, 
Dr. Kemp P. Battle. 

Kemp P. Batti^k. 



THE CONVENTION OF 1861. 



The Convention of 1861 contained among its delegates very 
many of the ablest and most distinguished men of the State. 
Their action in voting, with the concurrence of their constitu- 
ents, to sever the bonds connecting North Carolina with the 
government of the United States, plunged the people into the 
most disastrous civil war of modern times, which resulted in 
vast destruction of her men and her wealth, in a signal 
change of her institutions, and a new direction to her civili- 
zation. Few of the members are now surviving. The names 
of most are about to sink into oblivion. Before it becomes 
impossible to collect the facts of their lives it seems to be a 
worthy enterprise to rescue them from oblivion and record them 
for permanent preservation. While accomplishing this pious 
task, it is thought to be best to add a brief statement of the 
work of the Convention, which, having no restriction on its 
powers as representing the people of the State, not only 
made changes in the constitution, but, to a considerable ex- 
tent, engaged in ordinary legislation. 

It has been said that our people are slow to mov£, and 
others less deliberate and more rash have not hesitated to 
disparage North Carolina's conservatism. When the nation 
trembled on the verge of the great internal conflict. North Caro- 
lina, disapproving all hot-headed measures, hesitated, pre- 
ferring if possible, the peaceful maintenance of the Union, 
As a natural consequence, when in December 1860, pressure 
was exerted upon the General Assembly to induce them to 
call a convention of the people, there was much opposition 
not only among the members of the legislature, but also 
among the people throughout the State, and the measure 
suffered defeat. A compromise bill finally passed, providing 
for the election of delegates on the 28th of February, 1861, 
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and at the same time for a vote on the question of ''Conven- 
tion" and **No Convention," and the delegates were to as- 
semble, provided a majority of the votes should so authorise. 
The convention was voted down by a small majority. It was 
evident that North Carolina wished to wait for some overt act 
before withdrawing".* 

When war was inevitable, and it was apparent that the 
sole question would be one of alignment. Governor Ellis' re- 
ply to President Lincoln's call for troops ending with the 
words, ** You can get no troops from North Carolina," voiced 
the sentiment of his people. He immediately called a special 
session of the General Assembly, to meet on May 1st, and 
asked for twenty thousand volunteers, announcing that 
the war was upon us and we must take our proper place 
in the controversy. On the same day on which they convened, 
the General Assembly summoned a Convention without sub- 
mitting the question to the voters of the State. The election 
of delegates took place on the 13th of May. To show the 
ardent attachment to the Union and the strong desire to pre- 
serve it, many of the delegates were voted for under special 
instructions to cast their ballots against secession, but time 
soon rudely dispelled the delusion which they had cherished, 
and, when the day for the Convention came, they saw that 
the momentous question of secession must be squarely faced, t 

With this state of affairs before them, the Convention — 
commonly known as the ** Secession Convention" — assembled 
in the Hall of the House of Commons in the city of Raleigh at 
eleven o'clock on the morning of the twentieth day of May 
in the year 1861, and, holding sessions from time to time, did 
not finally adjourn until May 13, 1862. 

The Convention organised by electing Hon. Weldon Na- 
thaniel Edwards, of Warren, President, giving him sixty-five 
votes to forty-eight for Hon. William A. Graham. 

*Moore*s History, Vol. ii. 

fMany of the letters which I have received iu regard to delegates, 
state this as a fact, but Dr. Battle thinks that it is probable that the 
writers were mistaken, having confused the election on the 13th of 
May with that in February. 
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An idea of the relative strength of the two factions will be 
given by the vote. For Mr. Edwards : Messrs. Arrington, 
Ashe, Battle of Edgecombe, Biggs, Brodnax, Brown, Bunting, 
Carson, Cowan, Craige, Cunningham, Darden, Durham, Foy, 
Fuller, Gee, Graves, Green, Greenlee, Grimes, Hamlin, Har- 
grove, Henkel, Hicks, Hill, Houston of Duplin, Houston of 
Union, Howard, Johnston of Gaston, Johnston of Mecklenburg, 
Lander, Leak, McDowell of Bladen, McDowell of Burke, 
McDowell of Madison, McNeill of Cumberland, Meares, Mil- 
ler, Moody, Moseley,. Myers, Osborne, Penland, Phifer, Ray- 
ner, Reid, Rhodes, Royster, Ruffin, Shaw, Smith of Halifax, 
Stewart, Strong, Sutherland, Thompson, Thornton, Tracy, 
Venable, Ward, Washington, Whitford, Williams, Winslow, 
Woodfin and Wooten — 65. 

For Mr. Graham: Messrs. Allison, Armfield, Badger, 
Barnes, Battle of Wake, Berry, Bond, Calloway, Cannon, 
Christian, Councill, Davidson, Dick, Douthitt, EUer, Ellison, 
Ferebee, Foster of Ashe, Foster of Randolph, Gilmer, Hearne, 
Headen, Holden, Jones of Caldwell, Jones of Rowan, Kittrell, 
Long, Mann, Manning, McNeill of Harnett, Merritt, Mitch- 
ell, Patterson, Pettigrew, Sanders, Satterthwaite, Shipp, 
Smith of Johnston, Smith of Macon, Speed, Sprouse, Spruill 
of Bertie, "Spruill of Tyrrell, Thomas of Carteret, Turner, 
Walton, Warren, and Wilson — 48. 

Mr. Osborne of Mecklenburg, nominated Walter L, Steele, 
of Richmond for Principal Secretary and Mr. Battle of Wake 
nominated James H. Moore of Guilford. Mr. Steele received 
ninety six votes and Mr. Moore nineteen. Mr. Steele was de- 
clared elected. Leonidas C. Edwards, of Granville, was elect- 
ed Assistant Secretary, receiving fifty eight votes against 
thirty three, twelve, and eleven respectively for Messrs. J. A. 
Fox, of Mecklenburg, J. A. Edwards, of Edgecombe, and 
Samuel A. Williams, of Granville. 

Immediately after the organisation, Hon. George E. Badger 
presented an ordinance based on the right of Revolution, 
similar to the Declaration of Independence of 1776, avoiding 
the question of the legal right of North Carolina to secede 
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from the Union. This was rejected by the decisive vote of 
seventy two to forty. 

The substitute of Hon. Burton Craig-e, based on the consti- 
tutional right of a state to withdraw from the Union when- 
ever, in its opinion, its interests or dignity required, was 
adopted unanimously. 

** An Ordinance to ratify the Provisional Constitution of the 
Confederate States of America" was adopted on the same day. 

At the evening session, in open Convention, the members 
proceeded to ajfix their names and places of residence to the 
ordinance of secession; and one hundred and twenty — the 
whole number provided for by the General Assembly — came 
forward and signed the instrument.* 

Although there was really no Union party in the election 
of delegates, the election of President and other officers showed 
that there was a division in the Convention between the orig- 
inal secessionists and the old union men. The latter, who 
were of the Constitutional Union party, took ground against 
secession as a legal remedy for the condition of affairs then ex- 
isting, but agreed that it would be better for North Carolina 
to cast her fortunes with the other Southern States if coercion 
should be attempted. 

The red-hot secessionist element was always in the minor- 
ity, but their control of the body, for a long time, was due to 
the fact that a number of old unionists voted with them, 
thinking that want of harmony might be construed into hos- 
tility to the war. The old union men finally voted together 
and gained control of the Convention. 

As it is our purpose to attempt to give sketches of the mem 
bers of this body, it would be irrelevant for us to go into a de- 
tailed account of the proceedings ; but to obtain a proper con- 
ception of the personnel of this body, it is necessary to have a 
definite idea of its general character. In its ranks there was 
an unusually large number of college men. Out of the total 
enrollment — one hundred and forty-seven, principal officers in- 
cluded, sixty-seven had had the advantage either in whole or 
in part of a collegiate education, 

♦Journals of the Convention. 
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If we add sixteen physicians who had taken a professional, 
but not a literary, college course, the total number will reach 
eighty-three. Of this number, fifty-one claimed the State Uni. 
versity as their ^/w« Mater \ three each claimed Princeton and 
Randolph-Macon ; two Yale and Wake Forest College; one each 
the University of Virginia, Davidson College, Trinity College, 
(North Carolina), Trinity College, (Connecticut,) Columbian 
University, Hampden-Sidney College, LaGrange College, (Al- 
abama), West Point, Jefferson Literary College, (Pennsylva- 
nia,) and Guilford College — then New Garden — not deducting 
in the latter calculation names occurring more than once. 

Some knowledge of the general standing, politically, socially, 
and commercially of the men comprising it should not be omit- 
ted. They were undoubtedly typical representatives of the 
best citizenship of the State. It was one of the most, if not the 
most, able body of men ever assembled in the State. Men who 
had been leaders in the political life of the State for the half- 
century preceding, and who also had a national reputation were 
there, while there were others who were soon to gain enviable 
reputations on the battlefield. Neither must those be forgotten 
who were to be the help and stay of the State in the '* Dark 
Days of Reconstruction " and who were to do all they could 
to direct her once more into the channels of peace and pros- 
perity. But it would consume too much time and space to 
speak of this body as a whole in the manner which it deserves, 
so we shall consider each delegate separately, taking them in 
their alphabetical order. Of course in attempting to give 
similar facts about one hundred and forty-seven men, there will 
necessarily be more or less unavoidable repetition which will 
probably grow monotonous to the reader. 

In writing this paper, we have been forced to rely largely 
upon personal correspondence with the relatives of delegates 
or other persons conversant with the facts, and in several in- 
stances all the necessary data have been obtained from the del- 
egate himself. On commencing this undertaking, in Septem- 
ber, 1896, all the North Carolina histories, pamphlets of the 
University and of the Literary Societies, biographies, and 
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other available matter were consulted. However, they con- 
tained but a small proportion of the material necessary for 
our work and much of this was unsatisfactory and in many 
cases, as we afterwards discovered, inaccurate. Correspond- 
ence was immediately begun and was continued without in- 
terruption until May 1897, and intermittently from then un- 
til the day of publication during which time more than two 
hundred letters have been written. As a result, more than ahun- 
dred sketches never before published have been obtained and 
many facts supplementing the accounts of others given else- 
where have been obtained. Owing to the fact that some peo- 
ple either misunderstood the motive of the work or allowed 
the matter to be overlooked, much trouble and delay have 
been caused, and needed data have not been obtained. For 
the same reason it was necessary to write many times to ob- 
tain the facts desired in each case. Some sketches are meager 
because the relatives of the subject of inquiry had moved to 
other States and when written to there, were unable to fur- 
nish exact dates on account of the loss of family records ; in 
other instances the meagerness is due to the fact that the con- 
temporaries of the subject of inquiry and all of his near rela- 
tives were dead. In many cases, relatives have kindly lent 
family records and other valuable data. 

In the foot notes the writer has endeavored to give 
proper credit to the large number of persons who have 
so carefully and considerately answered his letters of in- 
quiry. To them may be ascribed whatever of accuracy the pa- 
per may possess. Frequent credits have been given to Prom- 
inent Living North Carolinians^ by Professor Jerome Dowd, 
to both Wheeler's History and Reminiscences, and to Moore's 
History, but so often were they consulted that no acknowledge- 
ment has been made when there was a collateral source of in- 
formation for the facts given. To Dr. Kemp P. Battle, 
whose advice and assistance made the work possible, are due 
my greatest and most lasting obligations. 

Before beginning the subject proper, a few explanations 
are necessary. At or very near the beginning of the first 
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sentence in regard to the subject of each sketch is given the 
name of the delegate and the county which he represented in 
the Convention and the name of the county simply is given 
and neither the abbreviation, " Co." nor the word "county", 
is written after it, as we deem either of them needless. 
Neither is the name of the state written after either towns or 
counties except when they are not in North Carolina. The 
use of titles is generally avoided and simple Mr. and the 
third personal pronoun are, for the most part, used. In giv- 
ing the parentage, the mother's maiden name is usually, 
when known, enclosed in parentheses immediately preceding 
her husband's name. Recognising our inability to form a 
proper estimate of the merits of each delegate we have, with 
few exceptions, avoided laudatory terms and have endeavored 
to confine ourselves to concise and accurate statement of facts. 



PERSONNEL OF THE CONVENTION 
OF 1861. - 



Ai^usoN, Thomas Ai^bxander.* 

In following the alphabetical order, the name of Thos. A. 
Allison of Iredell comes first. He was born on December 19, 
1794, near Statesville. His parents, Thomas and Esther 
(Neill) Allison were both of Scotch-Irish descent. He was 
one of the largest farmers in Iredell and also one of the 
largest slave owners. He represented his native county in 
the State Senate in 1829, '32 and '42 and in the House of Com- 
mons in 1864 and '66. Although he spoke but seldom he was 
recognized as a leader in the Whig party and a leader who 
could be relied upon to do what was right. He was a mem- 
ber of the old County Court for a number of years. He was 
opposed to secession. He was, for many years, a Ruling 
Elder in the Presbyterian Church. He was descended from 
the McAllisters of Scotland on his father's side. He died 
February 24, 1879. 

ARMFIBI.D, Robert FRANKi^iN.f 

The delegate from Yadkin was Robert Franklin Armfield, 
who was born three miles west of Greensboro on July 9, 1829. 
At fourteen years of age, he entered Trinity College, then 
Union Institute, just starting under Rev. Dr. B. Craven. 
After he was twenty, he taught school a year ; then read 
law under Hon. John A. Gilmer, and settled at Yadkinville, 
Yadkin Co. He resigned his seat in the Convention to go 
to war as First Lieutenant of Company B, Thirty-eighth Regi- 
ment North Carolina Troops, and was soon afterwards pro- 
moted to Lieutenant-Colonel. He took part in the ** Seven 

*Prof . U. Matt Thompson, Statesville. 
tWheeler*s Reminiscences. 
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Day's Fight " around Richmond. Being wounded at the bat- 
tle of Shepardstown in October 1862, he returned home, and 
while at home the legislature elected him Solicitor of the 
Sixth Judicial District, which office he held until the close of 
the war. In 1865, he removed to Wilkesboro, and, five years 
later, to Statesville. In 1874, Mr. Armfield represented Ire- 
dell, Wilkes, and Alexander in the State Senate and was 
elected President of that body, and thus was next in succession 
to the Governor. Two years later he was elected to Congress 
from the Seventh District and was re-elected at the next 
election. He was in 1888 appointed to the Superior Court 
bench ; was elected to it at the next ensuing election and 
served upon it with distinction.* He died Nov. 9, 1898. 

Arrington, Archibai^d Hunter, t 

A. H. Arrington of Nash, son of John and Elizabeth 
(Mann) Arrington, was born in the above county at Hilliards- 
ton on November 13, 1809. His mother was Mrs, Elizabeth 
Nicholson at the time she married John Arrington. His an- 
cestors, both paternal and maternal, were English. He re- 
ceived his education at the Louisburg Male Academy under 
John B. Bobbitt, and at an early age studied law. He prac- 
tised law and was a successful planter. From 1841 -'43, he 
represented his district in Congress. He was also Chairman 
of the Nash County Court for a number of years. In Febru- 
ary 1862, being elected by the Convention a member of the 
Confederate House of Representatives, he resigned his seat 
in the Convention for one in the Confederate Congress wh^re 
he served two terms. He believed in the right of a state to 
secede. After the war, he held no public office. He died 
July 20, 1872- 

Ashe, Wii,i,iam Shkphkrd.J 

The grandson of Governor Samuel Ashe and the son of 
Samuel and Elizabeth (Shepherd) Ashe was William Shep- 

*Charlotte Observer, November 10, 1898. 
f Thomas M. Arring-ton, Washington, D. C. 
JLetter from James Sprunt, Esq. 
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herd Ashe of New Hanover, who was born September 14, 1814, 
His ancestors were IJnglish, the Ashes coming directly from 
Eng-land. He was educated at Trinity College, Connecticut, 
and entered on the practice of law in 1835, but soon devoted 
himself exclusively to rice planting. He was the father of 
the North Carolina Railroad, having drawn and introduced 
the bill chartering that company and appropriating two mil- 
lion dollars state aid for its construction. He held the fol- 
lowing public ofl&ces : State Senator, 1847-'48 ; Member of 
Congress, 1849-'55 ; In charge of the Transportation of Con- 
federate Troops with rank of Major, In 1855 he became 
President of the Wilmington and Weldon Rail Road Company, 
and was soon recognised as one of the best railroad men in 
the South. While riding on a hand-car near the East River 
bridge on that road, he was run down by an express train 
and received injuries from which he died in his home at Rocky 
Point on September 14, 1862, 

Atkinson, Peyton Ashi^by.* 

P. A. Atkinson, son of Ashley and Rebecca (Tunstall) At- 
kinson, was born in 1823. He spent one year at Princeton, 
1841, and one at William and Mary College, Williamsburg, 
Va., but did not graduate. He was a farmer and accumulated 
a large fortune prior to the war. He was a Whig and a con- 
servative secessionist. He was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South and built a church on his own plan- 
tation in Pitt county for the use of the whole community, f 
General Bryan Grimes resigned as a delegate to the Conven- 
tion from Pitt at the close of the first session and Mr. Atkin- 
son was elected to fill the vacancy. 

Badger, George) Edmund. { 
One of the Wake delegates was George Edmund Badger, a 

♦Repeated efforts have been made to obtain a full and accurate 
sketch of Mr. Atkinson, but they have as yet been unavailing. How- 
ever the writer hopes to be able to add the facts omitted here in an ap- 
pendix. 

f Hon. Elias Carr, Old Sparta. 

J Wheeler'' s History, Lives of Distinguished North Carolinians. 
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verjp able lawyer, who had been Secretary of the Navy under 
John Tyler, but resigned when the policy of the administra- 
tion was changed. Both of Badger's parents were devoted 
Revolutionary patriots. His father was a native of Connecti- 
cut and his mother was Lydia Cogdell, a daughter of Richard 
Cogdell, a member of the Council of Safety of 1775. He was born 
in New Berne April 17, 1795. He was a student at Yale Uni- 
versity in the class of Dr. Elisha Mitchell, but did not remain 
to graduate. He studied law under John Stanly, his kins- 
man. In 1814, he was Aid-de-Camp to General Calvin Jones 
with rank of Major. He was admitted to the bar before he 
was of age, and by appointment of a judge was a Solicitor of 
the State. The year of his majority, he represented the 
borough of New. Berne in the General Assembly. He then 
made successively Hillsboro, Warrenton, and Louisburg, his 
home. In 1820, he was elected a Judge of the Superior Court 
and acted as such for four years and then removed to Raleigh 
and devoted himself to his profession. He was Secretary of 
the Navy under Harrison and for a short while under Tyler 
and was United States Senator 1846-'55, In 1851 the Presi- 
dent nominated him for a seat on the Supreme Court bench, 
but the Senate being Democratic failed to confirm the nomina- 
tion. In 1834, the University of North Carolina and Yale 
conferred the degree of LL.D., upon him. He was a Trustee 
of the former institution for twenty-six years. "His great 
power as a lawyer," says Wheeler, **was acknowledged by 
both bench and bar." Mr. Badger was a consistent member 
of the Episcopal Church. A stroke of paralysis ended his 
long and distinguished career on May 11, 1866. 

BAGI.EY, Doctor Warren.* 

Doctor Warren Bagley was elected to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Judge Asa Biggs. He was the 
son of William and Sarah (Warren) Bagley and was born in 
Martin, September 2, 1801, Mr. Bagley was of English ex- 
traction on both sides. He was a merchant and by prudence 

♦Letter from James E. Moore, Williamston. 
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and thrift succeeded in accumulating a comfortable fortune. 
He never desired political preferment and the only public 
ofl&ce that he ever held except that of delegate to the Conven- 
tion from his native county, was Treasurer of that county. 
He opposed secession until he thought there was no other al- 
ternative. He served for many years as President of the 
Board of Trustees of Williamston Academy and as Director 
of the Williamston and Tarboro Rail Road Co. Mr. Bagley 
died February 27, 1878. 

Barnes, David Ai^exander.* 

David Alexander Barnes, of Northampton, the son of Col- 
lin Williams and Sarah Barnes, was born at the old homestead 
in the above county, near the Hertford line, on September 16, 
1819. He was graduated from the University of North Caro- 
lina in 1840, and read law under Judge Gaston. His first pub- 
lic service was in the House of Commons in 1844 to which he 
was re-elected in 1846 and again in 1850. He was Presidential 
Elector on the Scott and Graham ticket in 1852 ; was Presid- 
ing Justice of the Hertford County Court for several years, 
and was Aid-de-Camp to Governor Vance during the war. In 
1865 the Legislature elected him a Superior Court Judge, but 
he resigned upon the adoption of the Constitution of 1868. 
After the war. Judge Barnes built up a large practice. He 
resided in an elegant home near Murfreesborough to which 
place he removed after his marriage. He passed away on June 
24, 1892.t 

BATCHEI.OR, LlTTIvEBERRY WaTTS.J 

L. W. Batchelor, of Halifax, son of James Watts and Mary 
Lane (Shelton) Batchelor, was born in that county, January 
13, 1823. After attending Bingham School (Hillsboro) for 
about two years, he went to Philadelphia to study medicine 
and, as soon as he received his diploma, located in his native 

^Prominent hiving North Carolinians, by Jerome Dowd. 
tSketch by Pulaski Cowper, !E^sq., Raleigh. 
JHon. J. B. Batchelor, Raleigh. 
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county. He devoted most of his time to practice and cared 
little for politics and public ofl&ce. He was for many years 
a Justice of the Peace and also a member of the old County 
Coiu't. Mr. Batch elor was a devoted Southerner and a firm 
believer in the right of a State to secede, and this together 
with the requests of his friends induced him to become a can- 
didate for the Convention. He was of English descent and a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. He died 
in Enfield on January 4, 1885. 

Batti^b, Kemp Pi^ummkr.* 

Kemp P. Battle, of Wake, was born in Franklin county, near 
Louisburg, December 19, 1831. His father was Judge Wm. 
Horn Battle, for many years on the Superior and Supreme 
Court Benches. His grandfather, Joel, who erected in 1820 
one of the first cotton factories in the State, was the son 
of William, whose father was Elisha Battle, the progenitor of 
the race in North Carolina, a member of the Constitutional 
Convention of 1776 and of the State Senate throughout the 
Revolutionary War. His mother was a daughter of Kemp 
Plummer, a lawyer, of Warrenton, of an old Virginia family, 
one of whom was Governor Kemp of Virginia in the 
time of Charles I. He was graduated from the University of 
North Carolina in 1849 with first honorsf ; was Instructor of 
Latin and Greek 1849-'50, and then Tutor of Mathematics four 
years in his Alma Mater. He read law under his father and 
located in Raleigh in 1854. He was a Director of the Bank of 
North Carolina for several years. From 1862-'66 he was Presi- 
dent of the Chatham Railroad Company, the object of which 
was to develop the coal fields of Chatham County and to connect 
them with the railroad systems of the State. In 1866 he was 
elected Treasurer of the State and served two and a half years. 
He was elected in 1869 President of the State Agricultural 
Society, being the first president after the war. He was Secre- 
tary and Treasurer of the University of North Carolina in 1874- 

*I>r. K. P. Battle, 
f University Records. 
2 
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1876 and wase lected President of this institution in 1876 serv- 
ing until 1891, when he resigned to become its Alumni Profes- 
sor of History, which position he now occupies. He and his 
father were in 1868 deputies to the Episcopal General Conven- 
tion in Philadelphia, which restored the relations between the 
Northern and Southern Episcopalians which had been rup- 
tured during the civil war. Dr. Battle has also served as Di- 
rector of the Insane Asylum at Raleigh and as a Trustee of 
the State University for a number of years. He has written 
various historical monographs, among them the following: two 
on the **History of the City of Raleigh"; * 'History of the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina", ** History of the Supreme Court", 
ordered published by the judges in the Supreme Court reports ; 
** Sketches of the Early History of the University " ; •* Lead- 
ers of the Church of England in the Colonial Period in North 
Carolina" ; '* Trials and Judicial Proceedings in the New Tes- 
tament" Previous to the war he was a Whig. He was a 
strong unionist until the breaking out of the war, being Pres- 
ident of the Union Club of Wake. He has been, for many 
years, a member of the Episcopal Church. Davidson Col- 
lege conferred upon him the degree of Doctor of Laws. 

BATTI.K, LUCIE)N NAPOI.KON BONAPARTK.* 

L. N. B. Battle, of Nash, was born near Nashville on Feb- 
ruary 22, 1830, of parentage, Lawrence and Martha (Arring- 
ton) Battle. He was a farmer, and was a Judge of the county 
and a Justice of the Peace for a number of years. He served in 
the House of Commons and in the State Senate, and was a 
salt commissioner during the civil war. He was a Democrat 
and secessionist previous to the war and a Republican after 
1869. He died May 10, 1897. 

BATTI.E, WlLUAM SMlTH.f 

W. S. Battle, of Edgecombe, was born in that county on 
October 4, 1823, on a plantation bought by his great-grand- 

*A. W. Battle, NashviUe. 
tDr. Kemp P. Battle. 
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father, Elisha Battle, from the Earl of Granville, His father 
was James Smith Battle, son of Jacob, whose father was Eli- 
sha Battle, mentioned in a preceding* sketch. His mother 
was Harriet, daughter of Samuel Westray of Nash county. 
He was graduated at the University of North Carolina in 1844. 
He is a farmer and was for years a cotton manufacturer, his 
factory at the Falls of the Tar being one of the oldest in the 
State. He was an *' Old Jeffersonian Democrat" and a firm 
believer in the right of secession. Mr, Battle has never held 
any public office except that of delegate to the Convention and 
is still living on his plantation near Tarboro. 

Berry, John. 

John Berry, of Orange, son of John and Rosamond Berry, 
was born in Hillsboro, March 25, 1798. His extraction was 
English. He never attended school over five months in his life, 
yet he became a well-read and an unusually intelligent man 
and could solve the problems of Euclid with ease. He was a 
builder and contractor and erected a number of public build- 
ings, among them the University Library and the Oxford Or- 
phan Asylum. Mr. Berry defeated Hugh Waddell for the 
State Senate in 1848, and was re-elected in 1850, '52, '64 and '66. 
The opponents of William A. Graham and John Berry as dele- 
gates to the Convention were Pride Jones and H, K. Nash. 
He was a Democrat and opposed to secession. He died Janu- 
ary 20, 1880. 

Biggs, AsA.f 

Judge Asa Biggs was born in Willianiston in the county of 
Martin on the 4th day of February, 1811. His father was the 
Rev. Joseph Biggs, 'of the Primitve Baptist Church, and his 
mother was Chloe Biggs, whose maiden name was Daniel. 

He received his license to practice law in the County Court 
in 1831. He was from the beginning of his career a Demo- 
crat, differing from members of his family. His first public 

*Mr. J. W. Graham, Hillsboro. 
tFrank W. Kellinger, Norfolk, Va. 
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service was at the age of twenty-four in the Convention of 
1835. He was a member of the House of Commons in 1840 
and again in 1842, and of the State Senate in 1844. He was 
elected to the House of Representatives in 1845 and was again 
a candidate in 1847, but suffered defeat. The Legislature of 
1854 elected him to the United States- Senate where he served 
until 1858, when President Buchanan appointed him to fill the 
United States District Judgeship for North Carolina made 
vacant by the death of Judge Potter, which position he held 
until the civil war. In 1851 Governor Reid appointed Judge 
Biggs with Hons. B. F. Moore and R. M. Saunders to revise 
and compile the Statutes of North Carolina, the result of 
which was the '* Revised Code" of 1854. He resigned from 
the Convention of 1861 to accept the Confederate District 
Judgeship. After the war terminated he did not again enter 
public life. In 1870 he formed a partnership for the practice 
of law with Hon. W. N. H. Smith. He had large business 
interests in Norfolk, Virginia, where he later removed, and 
died there on March 6, 1878. In religion he was a Primitive 
Baptist. Judge Biggs believed that any State had the right, 
when sufficient cause existed, to withdraw from the Union by 
the same method by which it entered, and by such a proceeding 
the citizens were absolved from further allegiance to the Uni- 
ted States. He advocated the plan of constructing a railroad 
from Beaufort to the mountains at the expense of the State. 

BOGI.E, A1.EXANDER McCuEiN.* 

Alexander McCuein Bogle, of Alexander, was elected to fill 
the vacancy caused by the death of A. C. Stewart. He was 
the son of Joseph M. Bogle, who was for many years Sheriff 
of Iredell county before Alexander was taken off. He was 
born in the part of Iredell now Alexander and was of Scotch- 
Irish extraction. He was graduated from Davidson College 
in 1843 ; read law under Chief Justice Pearson, and received 
his license in 1845. He served one term in the House of Com- 
mons (1854), and one in the State Senate (1864). In religion 
* Col. M. ly. McCorkle, Newton. 
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he was a Presbyterian and in politics an *'01d Line Whig-." 
He was not an original secessionist, but changed his views af- 
ter Lincoln's proclamation. Mr. Bogle died in 1875. 

Bond, James*. 

The junior member from Bertie was born in that county on 
April 8, 1831. His parents, Louis and Clarissa (Smith wick) 
Bond, were both of English ancestry. He received his pre- 
paratory education at Oak Grove Academy under Patrick H« 
Winston, was graduated from Wake Forest College in 1852 
and immediately thereafter chose farming as his life work. 
He has' held the following public offices : Member of the 
House of Commons in 1862 and 1864; Chairman of the Inferior 
Court of Bertie, and President of the County Farmers' Alli- 
ance. He was originally opposed to secession. Mr. Bond 
is a member of the Baptist Church and is still living. 

Brodnax, Edward TRAvis.f 

Edward Travis Brodnax, of Rockingham, born in Bruns- 
wick county, Virginia, on March 31, 1796, was the son of W.E. 
and Sajlie (Jones) Brodnax. His mother was a daughter of 
Frederick and a sister of Pride Jones of the Revolution. Dur- 
ing the war of 1812 he joined a company raised in his native 
county and served as a private in the defence of Norfolk. Af- 
ter the war he went to the University of Pennsylvania to study 
medicine and, upon receiving his degree, settled on a large 
estate given him by his father in Rockingham county. Dr. 
Brodnax represented his adopted county in the House of Com- 
mons in 1823,in the State Senate in 1828, and in the Conven- 
tion of 1835, being amongst the few who served both in this 
Convention and that of 1861. He was the colleague of David 
S. Reid in the latter body. Dr, Brodnax and Judge Thomas 
Settle, Jr., were elected in February to the Convention which 
was voted down. He died January 7, 1874. 

* Hon. Francis D. Winston, Windsor. 
f Gen. James D. Glenn, Greensboro. 
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Brown, Bedford.* 

An ardent Whig and one of Andrew Jackson's most inti- 
mate friends and warmest admirers, was Bedford Brown, of 
Caswell, son of Jethro and Lucy (Williamson) Brown, who 
was born in Caswell in 1792. His ancestors, paternal and 
maternal, were English, the Browns having come to America 
from Bedfordshire, England. He attended the University of 
North Carolina two years, 1813 and 1814. In 181S-'16-'17, 
and again in 1823 he represented his native county in the 
House of Commons, and 1828 and '29 in the State Senate dur- 
ing which time he was Speaker of that body. In 1829, he 
was elected to the United States Senate by a majority, of one 
vote. At the expiration of his term of office he was re-elect- 
ed, serving until 1840, when he resigned under instructions 
from the General Assembly. In 1842, he was again a candid- 
ate for the United States Senate, but was defeated. He re- 
moved to Missouri, but soon returned to his native county, 
and his constituents returned him to the State Senate in 1858, 
'62 and 1868 and to the Conventions of 1861 and of 1865. He 
was a strong advocate of States' Rights, but was opposed 
to secession, untilthe war began, because he did not think 
that it would be best for the South. Death ended his pub- 
lic service of almost three score years on December 6, 1870. 

Bunting, Thomas, t 

Dr. Thomas Bunting born August 8, 1801, was a native 
Sampsonian, He was of English-Irish extraction, his paternal 
ancestors emigrating from Derbyshire, England in 1642, and set- 
tling near Philadelphia. His parents were Richard and Mary 
(Clinton) Bunting. He attended the State University in 
1822 ; then studied medicine which he afterward practised to 
some extent, but later devoted his entire time to farming. 
Dr. Bunting served in the State Senate in 1836, '38, '50 and 
'52. He was delegate to the National Democratic Convention 
in Baltimore in 1852 and was, for a number of years. Clerk 

*Bedford Brown, M.D., Alexandria, Va. 
fHon. John H. Hill, Goldsboro. 
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and Master in Equity. He believed in secession as one of the 
reserved rights of the State and that the South had just cause 
to withdraw from the Union. He died April 19, 1871. 

Bryson, James Homes.* 

J. H. Bryson, of Cherokee, succeeded A. T. Davidson, re- 
signed. His parents were Andrew and Margaret (White) 
Bryson, both of Scotch-Irish descent. He was born in Hay- 
wood county, January 28, 1818. At the age of seventeen he 
removed to Cherokee county and engaged in merchandising. 
He was, at one time, employed on the topographical survey 
of the Cherokee nation. In 1838 he joined the United States 
army, but resigned soon after they succeeded in transferring 
the Indians, and again went into the mercantile business at 
Fort Butler (now Murphy). From 1840-'52, he was Clerk of 
the Court in his county, and was a member of the House of 
Representatives in 1862 and of the State Senate in 1864. He 
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, Mr. 
Bryson is still living at Andrew, N. C. where he is a hotel 
proprietor and farmer. He was an opponent of secession un- 
til Lincoln's proclamation. 

CaI^DWEI.!., PiNCKNEY COTESWORTH.t 

P. C. Caldwell, of Mecklenburg, oldest son of Captain 
Samuel and Elizabeth (Gulick) Caldwell, was born in Gaston 
county on August 2, 1802. His parents were both of Scotch- 
Irish extraction. His father was a captain in the Revolution- 
ary war. After being graduated in medicine at Transylvania 
University, Lexington, Kentucky, he located in Mecklenburg 
county, and for many years was one of the most prominent 
physicians of the county. Dr. Caldwell never sought public 
office and never held any except that of delegate to the Con- 
vention in place of William Johnston, resigned. He was a 
staunch Democrat, a strong secessionist, and an Episcopalian 
He died January 26, 1865. 

*Miss Laura Bryson, Franklin, 
f Mrs. K. C. Guion, Charlotte. 
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CAI.DWEI*!*, Richard Ai^bxander.* 

Upon the election of Burton Craige to the Confederate 
Congress, Richard Alexander Caldwell of Rowan, third son 
of Judge David and Fanny (Alexander) Caldwell was elected 
by the people of the county to fill the vacancy. He was "born 
in Salisbury on August 27, 1827. He was descended on both 
sides from good old Revolutionary stock, David Reese, one of 
the signers of the Mecklenburg Declaration, and Judge Rich- 
ard Henderson being among his ancestors. He was graduated 
from the University of North Carolina in 1848 ; studied law, 
and settled in Salisbury. Before the war he was Solicitor 
for Stanly county a number of years. He was a Director of 
the Western North Carolina Rail Road Company from Salis- 
bury to the Tennessee line for a period of years. He was 
not an original secessionist. At the time of his death, July 
10, 1882, Mr. Caldwell was a member of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

CAI.LOWAY, jAMES.t 

One of the oldest families in the counties of Wilkes and 
Ashe are the Calloways who are of Scotch-Irish extraction. 
Dr. James Calloway of Wilkes was born in Ashe county on 
July 23, 1806. His father, Elijah Calloway, was a native of 
Virginia and a nephew of Daniel Boone. Soon after attain- 
ing his majority, he was graduated from Jefferson Medical 
College, Philadelphia and settled in Wilkes county. At this 
time and for many years afterward, there was no other phy- 
sician possessing a degree in the whole extent of the country 
between Wytheville, Virginia, and Statesville, N. C. His 
practice was consequently very large and laborious, embrac- 
ing in its range an area now constituting seven counties. 
Dr. Calloway was a member of the House of Commons three 
terms, 1828, '30 and '31, He was a Whig and at first opposed 
secession, but, after voting for it, gave to the Confederacy his 
earnest support. He was a large property owner, but his 

*Dr. J. A. Caldwell, Salisbury. 

fCalvin J. Cowlcs, Esq., Wilkesboro, T. C. Bowie, Obids. 
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affairs became almost hopelessly embarassed after the war. 
Much of his property was in Kansas, where he removed in 
1870, but after two years, with broken health and fortune, he 
returned to Wilkesboro and died there on December 25, 1878, 
a member of the Episcopal Church which he had joined thirty 
years before. 

Cannon, Joseph S.* 

J. S. Cannon, of Perquimans, was born in that county 
January 1, 1823, and died in Norfolk, Virginia, April 2, 1882. 
His ancestors were English Quakers. He attended the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina in 1848-'49 ; then studied law and 
located in his native county. He was elected Clerk and Mas- 
ter in Equity in 1850, and was continuously re-elected for 
seventeen years. He served on the staff of Governor Vance 
during the war. He was a Whig and opposed to secession. 

Carson, Jason HAZARD.f 

Jason H. Carson, born at Green River, Rutherford — later 
Polk county — on November 10, 1814, was the son of Joseph 
McDowell and Rebecca (Wilson) Carson. J He was a farmer 
and was an Episcopalian. He was never a candidate for 
public office, and never held any except that of delegate to the 
Convention from Rutherford and Polk counties. In 1856, 
Mr. Carson predicted a war between the States and said that 
the North would prevail and free the negroes, and so strong- 
ly was he imbued with this conviction that he sold slaves 
and invested in lands, but after the Southern States seceded, 
he became an enthusiastic secessionist and so sanguine of 
success that he exchanged the lands for slaves. He died in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina on June 12, 1865. His place 
in the Convention was filled by Dr. George W. Michal. 

♦Hon. Thomas G. Skinner, Hertford. 
tRalph K. Carson, Spartanburg*, S. C. 
JDr. .J. C. Twitty, Twitty. 
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Christian, Samuel H.* 

S. H. Christian, of Montgomery, was born at Lawrenceville, 
Montgomery county. May 20, 1805. The Christians were of 
English ancestry and came to North Carolina from Virginia, 
settling on the fertile bottom-land of the Pee Dee River in 
the above county. When a very small boy he had the mis- 
fortune to be injured in such a manner as to make him a crip- 
ple for life. He received his education at the neighborhood 
schools and at an early age embarked in the mercantile busi- 
ness. He soon united farming with it and was very success- 
ful in both. He also added a large flouring mill to his other 
interests. He represented his county in the State Senate in 
1854 and '56. He was strongly opposed to secession. He 
was elected to the Confederate Congress in 1863, but died, 
March 2, 1864, before taking his seat. 

Cowan, Robert H.f 

R. H. Cowan, one of the New Hanover delegates, was born 
in Wilmington, August 23, 1824. His parents, Robert H, 
and Sally (Turner) Cowan were of Scotch-Irish and English 
descent respectively. In 1840 he entered the State Univer- 
sity receiving, with highest honors, the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts four years later. Very soon after being graduated, 
he married Eliza Jane Dickinson and engaged in the manu- 
facture of lumber with his father-in-law under the firm name 
of P. K. Dickinson & Co. He resigned from the Convention 
to become Lieutenant-Colonel of the Third Regiment North 
Carolina Troops. Upon the re-organization of the twelve 
months' volunteers, he was elected Colonel of the Eighteenth 
Regiment and remained with them until he was wounded in 
the '*Seven Day's Fight" around Richmond and was incapaci- 
tated from further service. In 1864 he was elected President 
of the Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherford ton Rail Road 
Company and remained at the head of the corporation until 
deposed by Governor Holden. In 1866-'67 he served in the 

*Mrs. If. A. Ingram, Mt. Gilead. 
f David S. Cowan, Robeson, 
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House of Commons. He was an adherent of the Episcopal 
Church.* Colonel Cowan's death took place November 11, 
1872 and was supposed to have been caused by the wound 
mentioned above. 

CouNCiLL, James Wii^iyis-t 

The deleg-ate from Wataug-a was James Willis Councill, 
son of Jordan and Sallie (Boone) Councill, born at Howard 
Post Ofi&ce (now Boone) December 29, 1826. He was of 
English-German ancestry. He held the office of Justice of 
the Peace for thirty-five years ; Clerk and Master in Equity 
six years and Lieutenant of Company D, Ninth Reg'iment 
North Carolina Troops, until discharg-ed on account of disa- 
bility. He favored secession. Mr. Councill died November 
19, 1884. 

Craige, Burton. t 

Fig-hting on the side of Charles Edward at CuUoden, were 
the ancestors of Burton Craig-e, of Rowan, and immediately 
after the defeat of the '"Pretender," they came to America, 
settling in North Carolina. Burton, son of David Craige, 
was born in Rowan county on March 13, 1811. Prepared for 
college by Rev. Dr. J. O. Freeman, he entered the State Uni- 
versity in 1824 and was graduated four years later. His name 
appears in the college records as Burton Francis Craige, but 
in after life, he dropped the middle name. He, at first, em- 
barked in journalism editing the "Western Carolinian" for 
several years ; then studied law, obtaining his license in 
1832. He represented the borough of Salisbury in the House 
of Commons the same year. He was elected to Congress four 
successive terms (18S3-'61). In the Convention of 1861 Mr. 
Craige offered the ordinance of secession which was adopted. 
The Convention elected him to the Confederate Congress, 
giving him sixty-four votes to thirty-seven for William R. 

♦James Sprunt, Esq., Wilming'ton. 

tGeorg-e W. Councill, Boone. 

tWheeler's Reminiscences, U, N, C. i/Sg-iSSp, 
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Myers of Mecklenburg-. His Alma Mater conferred upon him 
the degrree of LL,D., in 1847, On December 30, 1875, Mr. 
Craig-e died at Concord while attending- court. 

Cunningham, John Wii^son,* 

J, W. Cunning-ham, of Person, was the son of Alexander and 
Mattie (Wilson) Cunning-ham, and was born February 6, 1820, 
in the city of Petersburg-, Virginia. He attended Bing-ham 
School and the University of North Carolina and was grad- 
uated from the latter in 1840. His father was a wholesale 
merchant of Petersburg and had purchased a large tract of 
land in Person county where he had established a branch 
store. Here his son settled and soon became a successful 
merchant and planter. He represented his county in the 
State Senate for eight years (18S2-'60), in the House of Com- 
mons in 1864 and again in the Senate in 1866, '72 77 and 79. 
He was a member of the Council of St?ite during the admin- 
istrations of Governors Ellis and Clark and Collector of his 
district during the war. In addition to these, he filled every 
office in his county and was, for many years. Presiding Jus- 
tice of the County Court. In 1880 there was not a single vote 
in his township cast against him. Other public offices were 
often tendered him but he invariably declined all those which 
would necessitate his absence from his large mercantile and 
farming interests for any length of time. He was a member 
of the Episcopal Church. He died July 15, 1887. 

Darden, William A.f 

W. A. Darden, of Greene county, was the son of William A. 
and Harriet (Speight) Darden. Both the Dardens and the 
Speights came to North Carolina from Virginia and were of 
Scotch-Irish descent. He intended to study law and entered 
Randolph-Macon College, but his eye-sight failed during his 
junior year, so he returned home and became a farmer. He 
was a lieutenant in a company of the Third North Carolina 

♦Hon. John S. Cunning-ham, Cunningham's Store, 
f William M. Darden, Speight's Bridge. 
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Regiment, but resigned to g-o to the Convention. Later he be- 
came Captain of Company E, Sixty-first North Carolina ♦ 
Reg-iment. He was taken prisoner at Fort Harrison and con- 
fined in Fortress Monroe for nine months, which resulted in 
completely wrecking- his health. After the war he was a 
Democrat and represented his native county in the State Leg- 
islature in 1882. Mr. Darden was a Methodist and a firm be- 
liever in its doctrines. In 1888 he was elected Business Ag-ent 
of the State Farmers' Alliance and died at Gatesville July 3, 
1890, while in the discharge of duties connected with that 
ofl&ce, 

Davidson, Ai^len Turner*. 

A. T. Davidson, of Cherokee, was born in Haywood county 
March 9, 1819. He is of Scotch-Irish extraction and both of 
his grandfathers. Major William Davidson and Captain David 
Vance, fought in the Revolutionary War on the patriot side. 
Mr. Davidson received his education at the "old field" schools 
and at the Waynesville Academy. He is a lawyer by profes- 
sion and a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
In the early part of his career he was Clerk and Master in 
Equity for Haywood county. After his admission to the bar 
he was for many years Solicitor for Cherokee county. He op- 
posed secession until Lincoln called on the South for troops. 
He was a member of the Council of State in 1864 and 1865. 
The Convention elected him to the Confederate Cong-ress from 
the Eig'hth District, g-iving him fifty-five votes to forty-seven 
for N. W. Woodfin. He has been prominent in public affairs 
since the war but has never occupied any public office. In 
1884 Mr. Davidson retired from business and since then 
has been living with his son, Hon. T. F. Davidson, in Ashe- 
ville. 

Dick, Robert PAiNEf. 

R, P. Dick, of Guilford, son of Judge John M. and Parthenia 

• *Hon. T. F. Davidson, AsheviUe. 

\Profninent Living North Carolinians^ Sketch from President Dred 
Peacock, Greensboro. 
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P, (Williamson) Dick, was born in Greenslioro October 5, 1822. 
^He received his preparatory training- at Caldwell Institute; 
entered the University of North Carolina and g-raduated with 
honor in 1843. He received his license to practice law in 
1845 and located at Wentworth, Rocking-ham county, but four 
years later removed to Greensboro. Mr. Dick was a member 
of the National Democratic Convention at Baltimore in 1852. 
In 1853 President Pierce appointed him District Attorney for 
North Carolina, which position he held until April 1861 when 
he resig-ned. In 1860 he was a member of the National Dem- 
ocratic Conventions at Charleston and Baltimore, and at the 
latter was the only North Carolinian to remain and act in the 
body. He was an elector for the State-at-larg-e on the Doug*- 
las and Johnson ticket, and was a member of the National Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the wing- of the Democratic party to 
which he belonged. In the Convention he was a prominent 
conservative. He was a member of the Council of State during* 
a part of the administration of Governor Vance ; State Senator 
1864-'65 and a delegate to the Convention of 1865. In May, 
1865, he, together with a number of other citizens of the State, 
went to Washington to confer with President Johnson in re- 
gard to the best way to restore the State to its normal condi- 
tion in the Union. In May, 1865, the President appointed him 
United States District Judge for North Carolina, which he re- 
signed in two months, being unable to take the '*Test Oath." 
He was a prominent member of the Convention to re-organize 
the Republican party in the State. In 1868 he was elected 
Associate Justice of the State Supreme Court and held this of- 
fice until 1872, when he resigned to accept the United States 
District Judgeship of Western North Carolina. In 1878 he 
and Judge John H. Dillard established a law school in Greens- 
boro which has prepared a number of successful lawyers. 
Judge Dick was a well-read man, a florid and eloquent writer 
with a great fondness for literature and history. He was for 
more than thirty years a Ruling Elder in the Presbyterian 
Church. He died September 13, 1898. 
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• Dickson, James.* 

James Dickson, of Duplin, was born in Duplin county near 
Magnolia, June 7th, 1802. His father was James Dickson and 
his mother was Susana Powell, of Craven county, but married 
James Carr, and was a widow when married to James Dickson. 
He was of Scotch-Irish extraction. He was a farmer; was, for 
for twelve years, Clerk of the Court of Duplin county; and 
was State Senator in 1860-'62. He was a member of the 
Presbyterian Church and an orig-inal secessionist. The date 
of his death was February 16, 1882. 

DiLi^ARD, Richard, t 

Dr. R.Dillard, of Chowan, was born in Sussex county, Virgin- 
ia, December 1, 1822. His father. Major James Dillard, was 
a native and resident of that county. He was of Scotch-Irish 
lineag-e, possessing- many of the characteristics of the race. He 
was g-raduated in the colleg-iate course at the University of 
Virg-inia and in medicine at the University of Pennsylvania. 
Locating- in Chowan county, N, C, he soon built up a consid- 
erable practice. In 1856 his fellow citizens elected him to 
the State Senate and re-elected- him at the subsequent election. 
After mature deliberation and study Dr. Dillard decided that 
the doctrine of States' Rig-hts was both just and constitu- 
tional. He was therefore a typical Southern secessionist. 
Dr. Dillard was blessed with more than a competence of this 
world's wealth and g-ave one of his large farms to the sup- 
port of the Confederate soldiers. Governor Clark appointed 
him one of his Aides-de-Camp with the rank of Colonel, his duty 
being- to superintend the defence of the Albemarle section. 
He was afterwards Acting Brigade Surgeon to General Roger 
A. Pryor, and was in active service in the memorable "Seven 
Days' Fight" around Richmond. When peace was restored 
he returned home only to find it made uninhabitable by shot 
and shell and his fortune gone, but he went to work aiid was 

*Hon. Thos. S. Kenan, Raleigh. 

f North Carolina Medical Journal, i888; (Son) Dr. Richard DiUard, 
SIdenton. 
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soon in as comfortable circumstances as ever. Governor Scalea 
appointed him a director of the Western Insane Asylum in 
1884 and later of the Asylum at Raleigfh, which position he 
held at the time of his death, in 1887. 

DoNNELL, Richard Spaight.* 

R. S. Donnell, of Beaufort, only son of Judge John R. D09- 
nell and Margaret, daughter of Governor Richard Dobbs 
Spaight, was born in Craven county on September 20, 1820. 
He was of Scotch-Irish descent. He received part of his educa- 
tion at Yale College, but afterwards entered the University of 
North Carolina and was graduated in 1839, He studied law 
and soon rose to considerable eminence in his profession. He 
was a member of Congress from 1847-'49 ; member of the up- 
per house of the General Assembly in 1858, and of the Hou9e 
of Commons in 1860, '62 and '64, being Speaker of this body, 
during bis last session. He was also a delegate to the Con- 
vention of 1865. In 1863 he wrote a letter on the *' History 
of Secession " which gave him some reputation as a states- 
man. He never married and died on June 3, 1867. 

The Donnells were from Ireland, coming from near Lon- 
donderry. The Spaights were also an Irish family. Richard 
S. Donnell was a strong Whig in which he differed from his 
father who was a staunch Democrat. His influence was al- 
ways used in favor of Union and a peaceful settlement of sec- 
tional and other questions at issue, f 

Douthitt, Benton Clkmmons.J 

B. C. Douthitt of Davidson born, two miles from Clemmons- 
ville on March 24, 1811, was the son of Joseph and Lina 
(Clemmons) Douthitt. His paternal ancestors were Irish and 
maternal English. He was left an orphan at an early age, 
A few years before attaining his majority he received some 
capital with which he entered the mercantile business. He 

*Col. John D. Whitford, New Berne, U, N, C 1789-1889. 
f Biographical Record of Class of 1838 (Yale College) of which Class, 
Mr. Donnell was the youngest member. 
JJ. W. McCrary, and others, Lrezington. 
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was a member of the House of Commons in 1844 and of the 
State Senate in 1858. Mr. Douthitt was elected to the Con- 
vention as a unionist, but became a secessionist when Lincoln 
made his demand on the South for troops. His property was 
involved in the ruin attendant upon the war. Hoping to 
mend his broken fortunes he emigrated to Missouri and died 
at Kingsville in that state, February 9, 1873. 

Durham, Micajah.* 

Micajah Durham of Rutherford was born in Cleveland 
county near Shelby on November 11, 1804. His father, Chas. 
Durham, was a native of Durham, England, and his mother, 
Patience Davis of Cleveland, was a first cousin of President 
Jefferson Davis. He was a merchant and farmer. He was a 
life-long, hot-headed democrat and a strong Baptist — a lead- 
er of the denomination in his day. He was an ardent seces- 
sionist, canvassing his county in its favor. He was killed in 
the battle of the Wilderness on May 5, 1864. 

Edwards, Wsldon NATHANiKL.f 

The President of the Convention was W. N. Edwards of 
Warren, who was a native of Northampton county, born 
about two miles from Gaston in 1788. After obtaining his 
license to practise law he settled in Warren county. He first 
appeared in public life as the successor of Governor Miller in 
the House of Commons in 1814. He was elected to the same 
office the next year. Hon. Nathaniel Macon resigning as a 
member of the Fifteenth Congress, Mr. Edwards succeeded 
and served until the Eighteenth Congress, after which he de- 
clined to become a candidate again. He was elected to the 
State Senate in 1835 and held this position for eleven succes- 
sive years ; and again in 1850 and '52 when he was chosen 
its Speaker. He was a member of the Convention of 1835, 
having' Nathaniel Macon as his colleague. His service in 
the Convention of '61 marked the close of his political career, 

*Miss Kate Durham, Asheville. 
tWheeler's Reminiscences; Moore*s History. 
3 
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Mr. Edwards was a strong- secessionist and believed fully in 
the ultimate triumph of the Confederacy. The result of the 
war and its attendant misfortunes preyed heavily on his mind 
and seemed to have caused him to lose interest in life, which 
facts no doubt hastened his death which occurred December 
18, 1873. 

ELI.KR, Peter.* 

Peter EUer, of Wilkes, son of John and Susannah (Kearns) 
Eller, was born on New River, Wilkes county, March 17, 
1805. Both of his parents were of German extraction and 
were among the earliest settlers in their section. His occu- 
pation was farming. He married the daughter of Colonel 
Robert, brother of Colonel ''Ben Cleveland." Mr. Eller 
was a Baptist and for many years, clerk of the Briar Creek 
Association. He was Colonel of the Militia in 18S0-'52, and 
a member of the House of Commons, 1856-'58. Colonel Eller 
opposed secession until he thought opposition useless. He 
died November 7, 1872. 

E1.1.1SON, William JoHN.f 

W. J. Ellison, of Beaufort, was a native of that county, 
born in 1813. His parents were William Brown and Louis 
(Barrow) Ellison. His ancestors on both sides were English; 
His parental grandfather came from the Isle of Man and was 
High Sheriff of Beaufort county under George III, and also 
the first Sheriff after the Declaration of Independence. Mr. 
Ellison was a Whig before the war. He was a supporter of 
Bell and Everett, but afterwards a secessionist. He died 
March 6, 1862, and Richard S. Donnell was elected to fill the 
vacancy made by his death. 

Ferebee, Dennis Dauge.J 

Dennis Dauge, (generally erroneously spelled, as it is com- 

*C. J. Cowles, Wilkesboro, A. H. Eller, Winston, 
f Miss Annie Ellison, Fayetteville. 
JC. M. Ferebee, Camden C. H. 
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monly pronounced, Dozier), Ferebee, of Camden, was born on 
the family estate near Indian Town in Currituck county, No- 
vember 9, 1815. He was the. young-est child of Samuel and 
Peg-g-y (Daug-e) Ferebee, Samuel Ferebee was a member of 
the body which ratified the United States Constitution in Fay- 
etteville in 1789. The Ferebees were a prominent family in 
Eastern North Carolina and were commonly supposed to be 
descended from the Huguenots, but are more probably of Eng- 
lish orig-in, Ferebee being a corruption of de Fereby and Fer- 
eby, both common in old English chronicles. The Dauges 
were prominent Revolutionary patriots. He received his ed- 
ucation at Bingham School and at the State University at 
Chapel Hill, where he was graduated in 1839. He read law 
under Judge Gaston ; settled at Indian Town, but later re- 
moved^ to South Mills, Camden county. He represented 
Camden county in the House of Commons in 1846, '48, '56, '58 
and 1860, and in the Conventions of 1861 and 1865. He was 
Colonel of the Fourth Regiment North Carolina Cavalry. 
President Edwards appointed him to visit Richmond in order 
to confer with the Confederate goverment in regard to the 
payment of taxes by the State. The University conferred 
upon him the degree of A.M. in 1847. In addition to his law 
practice. Colonel Ferebee was a wealthy and a successful plant- 
er. He was opposed to secession. . In religion he was an 
Episcopalian. He died April 29, 1894. 

Foster, Alfred Gaither.* 

The junior representative from Randolph was the son of 
Robert and Sarah (Gaither) Foster, born in Iredell county on 
January 5, 1825. He was of Scotch-Irish ancestry. His pa- 
rents removed to Lexington when he was a small boy. He was 
graduated from the University of North Carolina at the age 
of eighteen, then read law under Chief Justice Pearson ; prac- 
ticed for a while at Lexington, but ceased after a few years 
and removed to Randolph county to take charge of a large farm 
belonging to his father. He represented Randolph in the 
House of Commons in 1856. His death took place in 1865, 

*Mrs. J. M. Gwyn, Spring- Dale. 



36 jamks sprunt historical monographs 

Foster, Joei^ Edmund.* 

The delegfate from AUeg'hany and Ashe counties was bom 
in Wilkes county on February 20, 1829. His parents were 
John and Annie (Vannoy) Foster both of whom were of Eng"- 
lish descent. He was a member of the Leg-islature in 1879 
and of the extra session in 1880. He favored the withdrawal 
of North Carolina from the Union after the Gulf States had 
seceded. He is a member of the Presbyterian Church. When 
quite a young- man, Mr. Foster embarked in the mercantile 
business at Jefferson and is still engaged in it. 

FOY, WlI,I.IAM. 

William Foy, of Jones, son of Thomas and Susannah 
(O'Connor) Foy, was born at the residence of his maternal 
grandfather in Trenton, Jones county, on August 17, 1822. 
William Foy's maternal grandfather, John Foy, emig^rated 
from France during the latter part of the sixteenth century ; 
lived, died and was buried six miles from New Berne on the 
Trent road. William Foy was a student at Wake Forest Col- 
lege, but was not graduated there. He was an extensive 
farmer. He represented his native county in the House of 
Commons in 1846, He was also a magistrate for many years. 
He was an earnest Whig and a strong supporter of Henry 
Clay and was a delegate to the convention which nominated 
him for the Presidency. He died in June 1895. 

FuLi^ER, John PowELiy.f 

John Powell Fuller, of Robeson, was born in Lumberton in 
1834. He was of English extraction. He was graduated 
from Randolph-Macon College in 1856 ; received his license to 
practice law two years later and the same year married a Miss 
Smith, the daughter of the President of Randolph-Macon. 
During a part of the war he was connected with the Treasury 
Department of the Confederate States. After the war he re- 

*Self, Jefferson, N. C. 

fE. Lr. McCormick, Maxton, N. C. 
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sumed the practice of law in Lumberton. In 1866 he removed 
to St. Louis, Missouri. He died in New Orleans on February 
10, 1868, the tenth anniversary of his marriage. 

Gee, Ch arises James.* 

Dr, Gee, of Halifax, son of Sterling- H. and Mary (Williams) 
Gee, was born on November 4, 1831, in that county. His pater- 
nal ancestors were Scotch, coming- orig-inally from the Midland 
counties of Eng-land, and his maternal, Welsh-Scotch. He stud- 
ied medicine at the University of Virg-inia for nine months ; 
then entered Jefferson Medical Colleg-e at Philadelphia, re- 
ceiving- his deg-ree in 1852 and settled in Weldon to practice 
his profession. Dr. Gee was elected to the Convention as an 
orig-inal Calhoun Democrat. Dr. L. W. Batchelor contested 
his seat and, being- satisfied as to the validity of his oppo- 
nent's claims, he resigTied after voting- for secession. Dr. Gee 
served as Surg-eon of the First Reg-iment North Carolina 
troops under Colonel M. S, Stokes, but resig-ned in 1862 to ac- 
cept an appointment on the staff of General Ramseur, which 
he held until Appomattox. He was also a planter and was the 
orig-inator and first President of the Roanoke and Tar River 
Ag-ricultural Society. He was physician for the State Farms 
in Halifax and Northampton counties for many years. He 
died March 25, 1892, as he had lived, a consistent member of 
the Episcopal Church. 

Gilmer, John Adams. t 

J. A. Gilmer, of Guilford, born in that county November, 
1805, was the oldest of twelve children born to Captain Rob- 
ert and Anne (Forbis) Gilmer. His ancestors were Scotch- 
Irish. After attending- Rev. Dr. E. W. Caruther's school, he 
taug-ht, for three years, in the Mt. Vernon Grammar School 
in Laurens county, S. C. In December, 1829, he returned 
home and read law under Judg-e Murphey, and in 1833 receiv- 
ed his license. In 1846 he was elected to the General Assem- 

*Miss Pattie W. Gee, New York City. 

f Moore's History; Wheeler's Reminiscences. 
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bly as Senator from Guilford and continued to hold this posi- 
tion until 1854. In 1854 his party, the Whig-, nominated him 
for Governor, but he was defeated by Bragcg*. He was elected 
to the Thirty-fifth Congress in 1857 and was re-elected to the 
Thirty-sixth. He was offered a seat in Lincoln's cabinet as 
Secretary of the Treasury, but declined. He was opposed to 
secession, but went with his State when it was decided upon. 
He died May 14, 1868. 

GORREI.1., RaI,PH.* 

Another delegate from Guilford was Ralph Gorrell, born 
May 12, 1803, who was a native of that county. He was of 
Scotch-Irish descent, his paternal grandfather emigrating 
from Ireland to America. His parents were David and Eu- 
phemia(Stewart)Gorrell. He was graduated from the Universi- 
ty of North Carolina in the class of 1825. He was a member of 
the House of Commons in 1834, 1835 and 1854 and of theState 
Senate in 1856 and 1858. Mr. Gorrell was, at first, opposed 
to secession, but afterwards changed his views. He was a 
lawyer by profession and a member of the Presbyterian 
Church in which he was a Ruling Elder for many years. 
He died August 4, 1875, 

Graham, Wii^iyiAM Alexander.! 

The unsuccessful nominee for the Presidency of the Conven- 
tion was William Alexander Graham, of Orange, a man of 
State and national reputation, who was strongly opposed to 
secession. His paternal ancestors were Scotch-Irish from 
County Down in Ireland. William A., son of General Joseph 
and Isabella (Davidson) Graham, was born at Vesuvius Fur- 
nace in Lincoln county, September 5, 1805. He was gradua- 
ted from the Slate University in 1824, sharing the highest 
honors with Matthias E. Manly. He read law under Judge 
Ruf&n and was admitted to the bar in 1826. He located at 
Hillsboro and soon made a reputation, especially as an equity 

* Miss Charlotte GorreU, Greensboro. 

t J. W. Graham, Hillsboro, U, N, C, 1789-1889, 
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lawyer. He represented the borough of Hillsboro in the House 
of Commons in 1833 and from then until the abolition of the 
borough system in 1835, after which he served two terms from 
the county in the same capacity. He was State Senator in 
1854 and again in 1862 ; United States Senator 1841-'44, and 
Governor of the State for two terms beginning with 1845. 
President Fillmore appointed him Secretary of the Navy which 
post he resigned upon being nominated for Vice-President on 
the Whig ticket with General Winfield Scott. In December, 
1863, Governor Graham was elected to the Confederate States 
Senate. Soon after the close of the war the legislature elect- 
ed him to the United States Senate, but he was not allowed 
to take his seat. He was elected to the Legislature, but, be- 
ing disfranchised, he did not serve. He also held other 
offices as follows : Trustee of the University thirty-four 
years ; Commissioner to settle the boundary dispute between 
Virginia and Maryland ; Trustee of the Peabody Fund ; Pres- 
ident of the Centennial Celebration of the Mecklenburg Dec- 
laration of Independence at Charlotte in 1875. In 1849 the 
University conferred upon him the degree of LL.D. While at- 
tending a meeting of the Virginia-Maryland boundary com- 
mission at Saratoga Springs, New York, he was attacked by* 
disease of the heart and expired August 11, 1875. 

Graves, John Azariah.* 

The delegate from Caswell, born four miles west of Yan- 
ceyville in 1822, was the son of Captain William and Annie 
(Lea) Graves. His progenitors were English. He read law 
under Calvin Graves and A. L. Yancey. He was a member 
of the upper house of the Legislature in 1854. He raised the 
first company of volunteers in his county and was elected its 
Captain. It was attached to the First Regiment North Caro- 
lina Volunteers, and was ordered into Northern Virginia. He 
therefore resigned from the Convention on May 23, 1861. 
Captain Graves was in active service at Bethel, Manassas and 
Chancellorsville together with all the battles around Rich- 

* Julius Johnston, Yancey ville. 
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mond. He wa'fe taken prisoner at Gettysburg- and carried to 
Johnson's Island where he died in February, 1864. 

Green, George.* 

The senior member from Craven was born in that county 
July 17, 1823, His parents, John and Charlotte (Harrison) 
Green, were of English descent. He received his license to 
practice law in 1846, and soon afterward became attorney for 
Jones county and later for Craven. He represented his native 
county in the House of Commons in 1854, and was a member 
of the secession committee of that body. In 1867 the Leg-is- 
lature appointed him Judge of the Craven County Criminal 
Court, which office he held until the passage of the ''Recon- 
struction Acts." In 1889 he was appointed Clerk of the Uni- 
ted States District Court for Eastern North Carolina. He was 
a Director and one of the organizers of the Atlantic and 
North Carolina Railroad Company, and for ten years its at- 
torney. He was also a Director and Attorney of a leading 
Bank at Newbern. Jtidge Green was a communicant of the 
Episcopal Church. His death occurred December 8, 1892. 

Greeni.ee, James Harvey, t 

James H. Greenlee, of McDowell, was born in the part of 
Burke which is now McDowell, in 1820. He is of English ex- 
traction. He has been twice married, first to his cousin. Hat- 
tie Greenlee, and later to Miss Morrison, a near relative of 
Mrs. Stonewall Jackson. He has never held any office except 
that of delegate to the Convention and Justice of the Peace. 
Mr. Greenlee was a red-hot secessionist. He is a large farmer 
and stock raiser. He is still living and is a member of the 
Presbyterian Church. 

Grimes, Bryan.J 

The subject of this sketch was one of the delegates from Pitt, 
*(Son), George Green, Newbern. 
f M. A. Newland; Rev. J. M. Graenlee, Marion. 

JMemorial Address by H. A. London; W. Demsie Grimes, Washing^- 
ton. 
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the young-est child of Bryan and Nancy (Grist) Grimes, born at 
Grimesland, Pitt county, (about eig^ht miles from Washingfton), 
on November 2, 1828. He received his preparation forcolleg-e 
at Bing-ham School, entered the University of North Carolina 
and was graduated in 1848. He was elected to the Conven- 
tion without his knowledge and without any opposition while 
he was absent in the Gulf States. Resigning his seat after 
the first session, he immediately went into active service be- 
coming Major of the Fourth North Carolina Reg-iment and in 
May, 1862, its Lieutenant-Colonel, and commanded the regi- 
ment at the battle of Williamsburg. On June 19, 1862, Colo- 
nel Anderson was promoted to Brigadier-General and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Grimes was appointed to the command of the 
regiment. While the army was encamped in the marshes 
around Richmond, Colonel Grimes was stricken down with 
typhoid fever, which incapacitated him from service for some 
time. As soon as he had sufficiently regained his strength to 
enter active service again he was appointed Brigadier-General 
of Daniel's Brigade. In spite of his illness he was always at 
his post, and in recommending him for promotion General 
Anderson said: "Although small in numbers. Colonel 
Grimes and his regiment are the keystone of my Brigade." 
General Grimes took part in the battles of Williamsburg and 
Seven Pines, in all other battles previous to the crossing of 
the Potomac, in the battles of the Maryland campaign, and in 
the last charge at Appomattox. He was always in the thick- 
est of the fight and his escapes from death were often almost 
miraculous, no less than seven horses being killed under him 
during his service. After the war he lived quietly on his 
farm in Pitt county until assassinated August 14, 1880, while 
returning home from Washington. 

Hami^in, Thomas Vestai,.* 

Thomas V. Hamlin, of Surry, son of William Hamlin, was 
a native of the above county. He was a blacksmith and was 
considered the best in the county. He accumulated considera- 

* W. L. Reece, Dobson; J. C. Buxton, Winston. 
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ble property by workings at this trade. He was Clerk of the 
Surry County Superior Court from 1852 to 1860, and after the 
war, was a Justice of the Peace for a number of years. He 
was a strong- secessionist. His death took place in 1887. 

Hargrove, Tazkweli. Lee.* 

Tazewell Lee Hargrove, of Granville, son of Israel West 
and Nancy (Hargrove) Hargrove was born at Townsville, N. 
C. , in 1830. He was of English ancestry. He was graduated 
from Randolph-Macon College in 1848, then studied law, and 
received license to practice in 1850. He was Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel of the Fourth North Carolina Regiment. He defended 
the South Anna bridge with sixty-two men against one thous- 
and and five-hundred,' holding- it for four hours, at the end of 
which time he was captured and taken to Johnson's Island, 
where he was confined until the close of the war. Mr. Har- 
grove was a Democrat before the war and a Republican after- 
wards. He was a member of the House of Representatives 
from Granville in 1870, and Attorney-General 1873-77. He 
was a member of the committees to select the site for and to 
build the Oxford Orphan Asylum. He died December 16, 
1889. 

Headen, James Hunter. t 

J. H. Headen, of Chatham, son of John and Margaret Head- 
en, was born in the above county in 1820. He entered the 
University of North Carolina in 1833 and received his degree 
four years later. He studied law under Chief Justice Rich- 
mond M. Pearson, practiced first at his old home near Hickory 
Mountain and then moved to Pittsboro. He was a member of 
the lower house of the General Assembly in 1854 and again 
in 1864, He was twice nominated for Congress, and once for 
the Supreme Bench, but was defeated. Before the war 
he was a Whig and opposed to secession, but submitted 
when he thought it inevitable. Mr. Headen was of Irish de- 

* J. Crawford Biggs, Durham, 
t A. G. Headen, Pittsboro. 
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scent and a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
He died January 25, 1894. 

Hearne, Eben.* 

The deleg-ate from Stanly was born in the part of Mont- 
gomery county which has since become Stanly, where the town 
of Albemarle is now situated on December 27, 1805. His pa- 
rents, Nehemiah and Nancy(Almond) Hearne, were of English 
extraction, and came to this State from Baltimore, Maryland. 
He was elected Sheriff of the county before he was twenty- 
one, and held the office for nineteen years. He was also Clerk 
and Master in Equity for a number of years, Mr. Hearne was 
a merchant and farmer. He was an old line Whig but a 
strong secessionist after Lincoln's proclamation. His death 
occurred May 6, 1877. 

Henkei., P01.YCARP C. 

Rev. P. C. Henkel, of Catawba, was born in Lincoln county, 
on August 20, 1830. His father was the Rev, David Henkel 
of German extraction. He entered the gospel ministry of the 
evangelical Lutheran Church early in life. He did not be- 
come a secessionist until Lincoln's call for troops to subdue 
the South. He went to the Convention against his will ; soon 
resigned and came home. The College of Catawba conferred 
the degree of Doctor of Divinity upon him. Dr. Henkel died 
with his harness on, September 26, 1889, and his remains were 
laid to rest in God's Acre at St. Peter's Church, Catawba 
county, where he was pastor at the time of his death. 

Hicks, WiLLiAM.f 

Rev. William Hicks, of Haywood, was a native of Sullivan 
county, Tennessee, whither his ancestors had removed prior 
to the present century from Maryland, The father of the 
subject of this sketch settled on Holston River, not far from 

* Samuel J. Pemberton, Albemarle. 

f Rev. Wm. W. Hicks, Pearrisburg, Va. 
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the present village of BlufF Gity where William was born on 
November 11, 1811. His mother's maiden name was Willard. 
He was brought up to toil, which developed a man of stal- 
wart proportions and strength. His education was acquired 
solely by his own efforts ; he was a life-long student and a 
man of unusual education. At the time of his election to the 
Convention he was Principal of Richland Institute in con- 
junction with Rev. J. R. Long. He firmly believed in the 
right of secession, claiming that the Union was a voluntary 
compact which could be dissolved at the pleasure of the 
States. 

Mr. Hicks' chief work was as a minister in Western North 
Carolina, Eastern Tennesee, South Western Virginia, and in 
a portion of West Virginia. As a Presiding Elder he travel- 
led almost every circuit of the Holston Conference. He was 
admitted to Holston Conference in 1833, and preached twenty- 
three years, serving twenty-two different charges. In addi- 
tion to his pastoral duties, he at various times edited news- 
papers, and, while he was Presiding Elder of the Asheville 
District, established and edited a weekly newspaper called 
The Herald of Truths published at Hendersonville. He died 
near Bluff City, Tennessee, in 1882. 

HiLi., John.* 

John Hill, of Stokes, was the son of Robert and Martha 
(Halbert) Hill, born in this county April 9, 1791. Both of 
his parents were of English ancestry. He attended the Uni- 
versity of his native State in 1816. He was the acknowledged 
leader of the Democratic party in his section. He was a mem- 
ber of the House of Commons from 1819-'22 ; of the State Sen- 
ate in 1823, '25, 26, '30 and '31, and a member of Congress 
from 1839-'41, He was violently opposed to secession, look- 
ing upon it as the greatest calamity which could befall the 
South. He often said that he would rather die than think of 
secession and separation, and if North Carolina should leave 
the Union he did not care to live another day. He voted for the 

♦Catalogue, U. N. C. 
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Ordinance of Secession on May 20 and died May 25, 1861, in 
Raleigh of apoplexy. 

Hoi^DEN, WiLWAM Woods.* 

The colleague of Messrs. Battle and Badger, of Wake, was 
William Woods Holden, a native of Orange county, born on 
November 24, 1818. His education was obtained at the "old 
field schools." At sixteen years of age he entered the em- 
ployment of Dennis Heart's printing establishment at Hills- 
boro and after two years' stay moved to Raleigh. He read law 
and received admission to the bar in 1841. In 1843 he pur- 
chased The Raleigh Standard^ which he conducted for twen- 
ty-five years. In 1846 he was elected to the House of Com- 
mons, and, during the administrations of Governors Bragg 
and Ellis, was a member of the Literary Board. He also 
served at different times as trustee of various institutions. 
On May 29, 1865, President Johnson appointed him Provis- 
ional Governor of North Carolina, and on November 7, 1865, 
Mr. Holden and Jonathan Worth were candidates for the 
Governorship and the latter was elected. In April, 1868, he 
was elected Governor, defeating Thomas S. Ashe by a major- 
ity of eighteen thousand six hundred and forty-one votes. 
On December 20, 1870, the House of Representatives present- 
ed to the Senate eight articles of impeachment against Gov- 
ernor Holden " for high crimes and misdemeanors." On De- 
cember 23, 1870, Chief Justice Pearson assumed the Presi- 
dent's chair in the Senate, and that body as a high court of 
impeachment began the trial. The counsel moved for a post- 
ponement which was granted until January 23, 1871. The 
attorneys for the prosecution were Messrs. William A. Gra- 
ham, Thomas Bragg and A, S. Merrimon. The opposing 
counsel were Messrs. R. C, Badger, J. M. McCorkle, W. N. 
H. Smith, Nathaniel Boyden and Edward Conigland. On 
March 22, 1871, the Senate by the vote of two-thirds of its 
members pronounced him guilty of six out of eight of the 
charges brought against him. After his conviction he remov- 

*Dr. K. P. Battle; Wheeler's Rexniniscenses; Moore's History of 
N. C. 
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ed to Washington, where he edited The National Republican 
for a time, but returned to Raleigh to become postmaster dur- 
ing the administration of Grant. He died in Raleigh on 
March 1, 1892. 

Holmes, John Lyon.* 

J. L. Holmes, of New Hanover, was born in Wilmington, 
November 4, 1826. His great-grandfather was Governor Ga- 
briel Holmes and his father, Gabriel Holmes, a wealthy rice 
planter. His mother was Elizabeth Marson. He was grad- 
uated from the University in 1846. He read law under James 
C. Dobbin, of Fayetteville, and located in his native town. 
He was elected County Solicitor and declined re-election. He 
was elected to the Convention vice R. H. Cowan resigned. 
He was an original secessionist and was considered an excel- 
lent criminal lawyer. His health becoming poor, he decided 
upon the advice of his physician to remove to Jacksonville, 
Fla., where he began to build up a large practice. During 
the summer he went to Saluda Gap for his health and while out 
driving there, his horse became frightened and ran away. He 
jumped from the vehicle and was instantly killed, September 
20, 1886. Mr. Holmes was Episcopalian in religion. 

Houston, Hugh McCoMBS.f 

H. M. Houston, of Union, son of John and Elizabeth (Potts) 
Houston, was born in Mecklenburg, (now Union county), 
April 13, 1817. At twenty he was a clerk in the store of 
H. and K. Stewart at a place known as Coburn's Store, then 
on the great throroughfare between Charlotte and Cheraw, S. 
C. After two years his employers sent him to manage a store 
at Davis' Mine as a partner with themselves. In 1846 he re- 
moved to Monroe. He has held the following public offices : 
Clerk of the Superior Court of Union county soon after its 
formation ; County Treasurer a number of years, and a Di- 
rector of the Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherfordton Rail- 

* Hon. O. P. Meares, Wilming-ton. 

t Dowd's Prominent Living North Carotinians, 
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road Company. He was President of the Peoples' Bank .of 
Monroe from 1873 to 1899 and until 1899 was a Director of the 
Charlotte National Bank* for a number of years. Mr. Hous- 
ton was a strong Whig previous to the war and was also a 
strong Unionist. He is a member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church South. He is now living in Monroe and has been 
retired from active business for a number of years. 

Houston, •William JAMKS.f 

W. J. Houston, of Duplin, was born in that county in 
1828. His parents were Samuel and Elizabeth Houston, both 
of whom were of English descent. He attended Wake 
Forest College for a short time ; then went to Columbian Uni- 
versity, Washington, D. C, where he was graduated. He 
was a lawyer by profession ; a member of the State Senate in 
18S4-'56 and '58 and a strong secessionist. He resigned from 
the Convention to go with the company, of which he was 
captain, in the First Regiment North Carolina Cavalry to 
Northern Virginia where he was killed in a skirmish in Lou- 
don county, January 21, J86S. 

Howard, George, t 

On September 22, 1829, at TarJ^oro, George Howard, of 
Edgecombe, was born. His father, of the same name, was 
a native of Baltimore, Maryland, and his mother of Caroline 
county, Virginia. He read law under Judge William H. Bat- 
tle and Hon. Samuel F. Phillips and received his Superior 
Court license in 1852. The same year he edited the Tarboro 
Southerner and was Solicitor from Greene county. He served 
as Reading Clerk of the House of Commons 1854-'59 and 
in 1855 he was the first County Solicitor for Wilson county. 
He was appointed Judge of the Superior Court in 1859 and the 
Legislature of 1860 elected him to this office for life. Judge 
Howard was a member of the Convention of 1865 and of the 

* Monroe Enquirer^ 1899. 

f Col. Thos. S. Kenan, Raleig^h, N. C. 
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6rsl Uo^i^^lature after the war. He is a lawyer and a suc- 
v>fsii{ul business man and is still living in Tarboro. He is a 
vvuiumnicunt of the Presbyterian Church. 

Johnston, Wii^liam,* 

Tho subject of this sketch was William Johnston, of Meck- 
lenburg', a native of Lincoln, in the part which is now Gaston, 
tn^rn in 1817. His paternal ancestors had settled on the banks 
of tho Catawba about fifteen m!les from Charlotte many 
yo{^rs before the Revolutionary War and there had followed 
tho YiKation of farming*. His father was Robert Johnston, 
Sr,, of Scottish descent and his mother, ]^ary Reid, daug-hter 
of Captain John Reid, who was likewise of Scottish extrac- 
tion. He was graduated from the University of his native 
Stute in 1840 and immediately thereafter studied law under 
Judg'o Pearson and settled at Charlotte, where he soon atr 
tuined success in his profession. He was elected President of 
tho Charlotte and Statesville Plank Road and built twenty 
five miles of it to Mount Mourne, Iredell county, not expend- 
injf a dollar unnecessarily in its construction. In 1856, he 
assumed the Presidency of the Charlotte and South Carolina 
Rail Road Company, which was then in, a very poor condition 
both as to finances and equipment, and in a short time he 
placed both on a sound basis. The construction of the Char- 
lotte, Columbia and Augusta Rail Road was due in a very 
large measure to his efforts, and it is doubtful whether any 
other road has ever been constructed so cheaply and under 
such adverse circumstances. In 1859, he began the Atlantic, 
Tennessee and Ohio Rail Road, which was completed to 
Statesville after the war. In 1866, he rebuilt sixty miles of 
the Charlotte and South Carolina Railway which Sherman's 
army had destroyed. When this was accomplished, he had 
built and rebuilt more miles of railway than any other man 
in the South without State aid. He resigned his seat in the 
Convention to accept the position of Commissary General of 
the State, which had been tendered to him by Governor Ellis. 

*Dowd's Prominent Living North Carolinians, 
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He was a Whig and a Union man, but finally favored seces- 
sion, believing that it could be peacefully obtained. In 1862, 
Col. Johnston was nominated for Governor of the State, but 
was defeated by Hon. Z. B. Vance. He served, for a number 
of years, as Mayor of Charlotte, during which time he did 
much for the improvement of the city. He was, for many 
years, a Trustee of the University. He died on May 20, 1896.* 

Johnston, Sidney XENOPHON.t 

The delegate from Gaston was S. X, Johnston, brother of 
William Johnston, of Mecklenburg, who was born in Lincoln 
county, January 1, 1811. He was a grandson of Colonel 
James Johnston of the Revolution. He was graduated from 
the University of North Carolina in 1829 and in medicine 
from Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia. He was the 
first President of the Medical Association of Mecklenburg 
county ; a Ruling Elder in the Presbyterian Church and for 
many years, also Clerk of the Session. Dr. Johnston was an 
extensive practitioner, and also had large farming interests. 
His death occurred July 21, 1885. 

Jones, Edmund WAWER.t 

E. W. Jones, of Caldwell, was born at Palmyra, the family 
homestead in Wilkes county, (now Caldwell), September 1, 
1811. His father. General Edmund Jones, was of Welsh an- 
cestry, and represented his county in the legislature eighteen 
years. His mother, Anne, daughter of William Lenoir, was 
descended from the Huguenots. His paternal ancestors first 
settled in Maryland on land granted them by Charles II. near 
Annapolis, Maryland. Thence in 1771 Edmund Jones came 
to North Carolina, and settled in the ** Happy Valley" of the 
Yadkin in Wilkes county. His son received his education at 
Bingham School and at the University of North Carolina, 
where he was graduated in 1833. Mr. Jones was a Whig 

♦Memorial Hall Inscriptions, U. N. C. 
fMrs. Woodcock, Charlotte ; Catalogue, Dialectic Society. 
JMrs. Kdmund Jones, I^enoir. 
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and thought that secession should be tried only as a last re- 
sort. In religion he was an Episcopalian. He was a member 
of the State Senate in 1842; of the. Council of State in 1866 
and of the State Senate in 1868, but did not go to take his 
seat. He was also delegate to the State Centennial Conven- 
tion. He died August 6, 1876. 

Jones, Hamilton Chamberlain.* 

H, C. Jones, of Rowan, was born in Greenville county in the 
State of Virginia on August 23, 1798. His father, William 
Jones, removed to Stokes county in North Carolina during 
the infancy of his son, and died in 1800. His widow after- 
wards married Colonel James Martin, who had distinguished 
himself in the Revolutionary War, and was a man of promi- 
nence in his section. The subject of our sketch graduated at 
the University of North Carolina in 1818, in the class of 
President Polk. After his graduation he was Tutor of math- 
ematics for a year and then went to New Berne where he 
taught school, and also read law under Judge Gaston. After 
being licensed to practice he removed to Salisbury where he 
founded the Carolina Watchman in 1828 which was Anti- 
Jackson and Whig in politics and enjoyed an extensive circu- 
lation. He entered public life as a member of the House of 
Commons in 1827 and was returned in 1828, 1838, and in 1840, 
during which year he was elected State Solicitor for his 
judicial district and was re-elected in 1844. In 1840, he sold 
the Watchman to Bruner and Pendleton. After the death of 
Perrin Busbee, he was, for a number of years, Reporter of 
the decisions of the Supreme Court. He was the reputed author 
of *' Cousin Sally Dillard " and other stories, which, in his 
younger days, he often recited with inimitable humor at 
social gatherings. He died in Morganton at the residence 
of his son-in-law. Dr. Samuel Tate, on September 10, 1868, 

Jones, John BoNNEv.f 

J. B. Jones, of Currituck, succeeded Henry M. Shaw resign- 

* North Carolina University Magazine, Vol. xiii., April 1893, 
tEzekiel Oilman, Coinjock; P. M. Morgan, Shawboro; H. B. Ansell, 
Knott's Island. 
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ed. He was. a native qt Currituck, born on Knott's Island, 
July 25, 1796. His parents were Malachi and Lydia (White) 
Jones, His extraction was Welsh. He was a farmer and a 
politician. He was a member of the House of Commons in 
1831, '32, '33, '34, '40, '46, and of the State Senate in 1854 
and '56. He was a Justice of the Peace and for many years 
Chairman of the County Court. He was a Custom House 
officer for a number of years and a Colonel of the State Mili- 
tia. He was a member of the Methodist Church and an out 
and out secessionist. He died August 25, 1865. 

Joyce, Ai^exander Hamii^ton.* 

A. H. Joyce, of Stokes, was the successor of John Hill, who 
died during the first session of the Convention. He was born 
in Stokes county on February 23, 1827. His parents were 
Thomas and Esther Joyce, both of Irish extraction. He was 
educated at Union Institute in Randolph county, and at Jack- 
sonville Academy in Floyd county, Virginia. He is a lawyer 
by profession. He was Solicitor for Stokes county for eight 
years beginning with 1852. He took his seat in the Conven- 
tion on June 11, 1861., He was also a delegate to the Conven- 
tion of 1865. He was an elector on the Blaine ticket in the Fifth 
Congressional District in 1884 and in the same district in 1896 
on the McKinley and Hobart ticket. He never endorsed the 
policy of secession as advocated by the red-hot secessionists, 
but believed that any state had a legal right to secede. He 
is a member of the Presbyterian Church and lives at Danbury. 

KEI.LY, NEILL.t 

Neill Kelly succeeded Thomas D. McDowell resigned. He 
was the son of James and Mary (Currie) Kelly. He was 
sprung from good Scotch ancestry. He was a teacher in 
early life and afterwards a farmer. Mr. Kelly was a Jus- 
tice of the Peace a greater part of his life ; Chairman of the 
County Court for a number of years ; Colonel of the Bladen 

*Self , Danbury. 

fJ. D. Clarke, Clarkton. 
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County militia, and for a number of years previous to his 
death an Elder in Brown Marsh Presbyterian Church. He 
was opposed to secession until Lincoln's call for troops. He 
fell a victim to consumption, in 1864. 

KiTTRELL, Benjamin Anderson.* 

B. A. Kittrell, of Davidson, son of Benjamin and Eliza 
Kittrell, was born in Granville county, June 17, 1831. He at- 
tended the University of North Carolina during the sessions of 
1848-'S0 ; then read law under Chief Justice Pearson and in 
1853 located in Lexington. In politics he was a Whig. Mr. 
Kittrell was elected to the Convention as an opponent of 
secession, though he believed in the right of revolution. He 
died June 6, 1865. 

Lander, Wii,i,iAM.t 

William Lander, of Lincoln, was a native of Tiparo, Ire- 
land, born May 9, 1817. His parents, Samuel and Eliza Ann 
(Miller) Lander emigrated to America when their son was 
about eight years old. He received his education at the 
Cokesberry (S. C.) Methodist School. He read law; settled 
in Lincolnton and soon built up a large practice. He was a 
member of the House of Commons in 1852 ; Solicitor of his 
circuit from 1852-64. At the end of the first session of the 
Convention he resigned his seat to go to the Confederate Con- 
gress. Mr. Lander was a pronounced secessionist and an 
ardent Democrat. At the close of the war he resumed his 
practice in Lincolnton where he died January 6, 1868. 

Leak, James Augustus.! 

J. A. Leak, of Anson, son of William and Ann (Wall) Leak, 
was born in Richmond county on August 12, 1822. He was 
of English extraction. He was graduated from the State 
University in 1843. Mr. Leak was a farmer; President of 

*F. M. Robbins, lyexington; Mrs. Letty K. Lassiter, Henderson. 
tRev. Samuel I^ander, Williamston, S. C. 
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the Bank of Wadesborough, and later of the New Hanover 
Branch Bank at Wadesborough at the time of his death, 
March 26, 1892. He represented Anson in the House of Rep- 
resentatives in 1858 and in the Senate in 1885. He was a 
member of Governor Jarvis' staff. He was not able to be 
present the day the Ordinance of Secession passed, but when 
he appeared, he asked to be recorded as voting for it. Mr. 
Leak was a Whig. 

Leak, Walter Francis.* 

The delegate from Richmond was closely related to J. A. 
Leak of Anson, He was born March 26, 1799, in Richmond 
county. His great-grandfather and great-grandmother on 
the paternal side came from England on the **May Flower," 
and were afterwards married. His parents were Watley and 
Judith (Mask) Leak. He was a student of the University 
of North Carolina 1815-'18. He was a large farmer and a 
lawyer of some prominence. In politics he was a Democrat, 
and in religion a Methodist. Mr. Leak held the following 
public offices : Member of the House of Commons 1821 and 
'31 ; State Senator in 1832 ; delegate to the Convention of 
1835 ; Presidential Elector in 1852 and Trustee of the Univer- 
sity twenty years. He was a strong secessionist. He was a 
member of the National Democratic Convention at Charleston 
in 1860. He died April 28, 1879. 

Lindsay, Daniel McDonald, f 

Upon the resignation of John B. Jones, of Currituck, Daniel 
McDonald Lindsay was elected to fill the vacancy. He was 
the son of Jonathan and Jane B. (McDonald) Lindsay, born 
April 27, 1836 in Currituck county. He attended Bingham 
School at Oaks, Orange county. Before the war he was a 
politician and a man of some means. He was State Senator 
in 1862 and '64. He fought in the war, being Captain of Com- 
pany L, Seventeenth North Carolina Regiment. Just after 

*W. F. Lr. Steele, Rocking-ham. 
fSelf , Washington, D. C. 
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the war he was County Surveyor. In 1876 he was a candi- 
date for Congress, but was defeated by J. J. Yates. Mr. 
Lindsay is now living in Washington, D. C, and is editor 
and proprietor of ''The Fourth Class Post Master," a journal 
devoted to the interests of the post masters, indicated by the 
name. 

Long, William John.* 

The third son of John and Sabra (Ramsay) Long was Wil- 
liam John Long, of Randolph, born in the extreme south east- 
ern corner of this county in the '* Long's Mill Neigborhood," 
July 1, 1815. His father's ancestors came from Queen county, 
Pennsylvania to Loudon county, Virginia; thence to North 
Carolina. He was an alumnus of the University of North 
Carolina, being graduated in 1838. f He was licensed to prac- 
tice law in 1841 and soon commanded a large practice in Ran- 
dolph and adjoining counties. Mr. Long was a Henry Clay 
Whig ; a supporter of Bell and Everett, and an advocate of the 
preservation of the Union, but when ''the die was cast," he 
went with his people. He was a member of the House of 
Commons in 1852. In 1882 he removed to Minneapolis, Minn- 
esota, where he died October 29, of the same year. 

Lyon, Thomas Beverly. f 

T. B. Lyon, the successor of A. W. Venable, who resigned 
when elected to the Confederate Congress, was born in the 
county which he represented in the Convention, Granville, 
November 24, 1821. His father, Elkanah Lyon, was of 
French origin and his mother, nee Celia Fleming, was of Eng- 
lish origin. He was a farmer and leaf tobacco dealer until 
1872 when he moved to Durham and became a tobacco manu- 
facturer. In 1844 he was an elector on the James K. Polk 
ticket. In 1856 he was nominated for a seat in the legislature 
and elected, and re-elected in 1858. Mr. Lyon has been re- 

*Miss Jane F. Long, Minneapolis, Minn. 
\C/. N. C, 1 789-1 889. 
J Self, Durham. 
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tired from business for several years and is now living in 
Durham. In regard to his opinion about secession, Mr. Lyon 
said : **The right of secession under the constitution the most 
learned in the law could not and would not deny. In the fed- 
eration of States each reserved distinct rights that the gen- 
eral government could not override. In this terrible ordeal I 
stood with my people and favored secession. I believed then 
and believe now that it was right." He is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

McDowell, Joseph Alberta.* 

Dr. J. A. McDowell, of Madison, the son of James Moffit 
and Margaret (Erwin) McDowell, of Pleasant Garden in that 
part of Burke which is now McDowell county, and the grand- 
son of Major Joseph McDowell, who was wounded at King's 
Mountain, was born November 20, 1821. He read medicine 
under Doctor Hardy in 1842 and afterwards was graduated 
with honor from the Medical College at Charleston, South 
Carolina. His ancestors were Presbyterians and came into 
Northern Ireland during the protectorate of Cromwell, He 
was a physician of some eminence in his section and Colonel 
of the Sixtieth Regiment North Carolina Troops in the Con- 
federate Army. He was a Whig in politics, and originally 
opposed to secession. He died in Asheville on March 10, 1875. 

McDowell, John Calhoun,! 

The brother of the above was John Calhoun McDowell, of 
Burke, named for " Hunting John " McDowell of Revolution- 
ary fame and John C. Calhoun. He was graduated from the 
Medical College of South Carolina at Charleston in 1847 and 
located in Morganton. He disliked public office and ran for 
the Convention against his will, defeating Colonel B. S. 
Gaither. He had an exceptionally large family connection 
all of whom were Whigs while he was a staunch Democrat. 

♦Hon. J. W. Wilson, Morganton; J. A. Gamewell, Spartanburg, S. C. 
fHon. J. W. Wilson, Morganton. 
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He was opposed to secession. He was born July 7, 1825 and 
died August 2, 1876. 

• McDowell, Thomas David Smith.* 
T. D. S. McDowell, of Bladen, son of Dr. Alexander Mc- 
Dowell, was born in Bladen, January 4, 1823, and was of 
Scotch extraction. He was educated at Donaldson Academy 
and at the University of North Carolina where he was gradu- 
ated in 1843. He was a member of the House of Commons 
from 1846-'50 ; State Senator 1854-'58 ; and a member of the 
Confederate Congress. He received on the second ballot for 
the latter place fifty-three votes to forty-nine for W. P. Leak 
and one for Walter L. Steele. He resigned his seat in the 
Convention on June 22, 1861. Mr. McDowell was a planter. 
He died May 1, 1898. Wheeler says the he was one of the 
purest men in public and private life that he ever knew. He 
was a member of the Presbyterian Church. 

McDuFFIE, MaLCOM jAMES.f 

M. J. McDuffie, of Cumberland, who succeeded Warren Wins- 
low resigned, was "the artificer of his own fortune." He 
was born a few miles north of Fayetteville, and at an early 
age was apprenticed to A. A. McKeithan, a well-known car- 
riage and harness maker, of Fayetteville, to learn the harness 
trade. He showed such a decided fondness for books that 
Mr. McKeithan released him from his indenture, and advised 
and aided him to secure an education. He entered the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina and was graduated in 1851 deliver- 
ing his graduating oration on "Flora McDonald."! After 
being graduated, he studied law under Judge Jesse G. Shep- 
herd and in 1854 represented his county in the legislature. 
He was a Democrat and a secessionist. He left Fayettevile 
after the war, migrating to Texas, where he died in 1876. 

McNeill, Archibald Stewart. § 

A. S. McNeill was born in the county of Cumberland, in the 

*Wheeler's Reminiscences; U, N, C. Magazine^ June 1898. 

+Hon. R. P. Buxton, Fayetteville. tCom. Exercises, 1851, U. N. C. 

§Miss Mildred McNeill, Summerville. 
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part which is now Harnett, on a farm on the Cape Fear River, 
on the old stage road from Raleigh to Fayetteville, twenty- 
three miles above Fayetteville and thirty-three from Raleigh. 
The date of his birth was March S, 1805. His father was 
Neill McNeill, the son of Archibald (Band) McNeill who em- 
igrated from Scotland before the American Revolution ; was 
a surveyor and acquired a large body of land in Cumberland — 
chiefly through grants from George III. His paternal grand- 
mother was Janet Smith, a native of Scotland, and his mother, 
Grisella Stewart was also from Scotland, so that by both 
descent and character, he was a full-blooded Scotchman. A. 
S. McNeill became a farmer and also a merchant to some ex- 
tent. He was almost continuously in the service of his 
county as a member of the Board of County Commissioners, 
and this together with his membership in the Convention 
were his only public offices. He was elected to the Conven- 
tion by a large majority and although a Whig and opposed to 
secession, he finally voted for it and afterwards gave to the 
cause his strongest support. He was reared in the strict 
Presbyterian faith, which he always revered, but never united 
with the visible church. He died on September 21, 1876 at 
his home, McNeill's Ferry on Cape Fear River. 

McNeill. David.* 

David McNeill, of Cumberland, was born in the Bluff Church 
Neighborhood of Cumberland on October 4, 1798. His 
parents were James and Catherine (McAlister) McNeill. 
Notwithstanding the fact that Cumberland was largely Dem- 
ocratic and he was a Whig, nevertheless on account of his 
personal popularity and the clannishness of the Scotch, Mr. 
McNeill, when a candidate, nearly always carried the county. 
He represented it in the legisla ure in 1820, '31, '32, '33, '34 
and '35. He was Chairman of tlic County Court several years 
and a Justice of the Peace forty- five years. Mr. McNeill was 
a firm believer in the right of secession and that the South 
had just cause to withdraw. He was a farmer. He died 

*R. P. Buxton, Fayetteville ; Mrs. L,. A. Pag-e, Aberdeen. 
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March 2, 1871, and was buried in the cemetery at the Bluff 
Presbyterian Church, in which he had been a Ruling Elder 
for forty years. 

Mann, Edward L.* 

The delegate from Hyde was Edward L. Mann, the son of 
Joseph and Sarah Mann, born on February 25, 1825 His 
parents died when he was very young, and he had only such 
educational advantages as were obtainable in the schools in 
his immediate neighborhood, and he was not permitted to 
avail himself of these privileges regularly. He was a farmer 
and a successful one, and was also, for several years, a mer- 
chant, but eventually devoted himself entirely to the more 
congenial occupation — farming. He took an active interest 
in politics and previous to the war was a Whig and after- 
wards a Democrat. He represented his native county in the 
House of Commons in 1862 and the district one term in the 
State Senate in 1864. He was not an original secessionist 
and yielded only when there seemed to be no other alterna- 
tive. He died January 11, 1894. 

Manning, John, Jr.* 

John Manning, Jr., of Chatham, was born in Edenton on 
July 30, 1830. His parents were John and Tamar (Leary) 
Manning. He attended the Edenton Academy, Norfolk Mil- 
itary Academy, and the University of North Carolina where 
he was graduated in 1850 with high honors, and immediate- 
ly after graduation, became Purser's Clerk on the United 
States brig, Bainbridge, of which his father was Captain 
and served in this capacity during the vessel's cruise along 
the eastern coast of South America. After completing this 
voyage, he studied law under John H. Haughton of Pittsboro 
— a relative of his — and on being admitted to the bar, be- 
came associated with him in practice. He was opposed to 
secession; voted for the Badger Ordinance, and when it failed, 

*J. S. Mann, Middle ton. 

*Univefsity Magazine, Vol. xvi. ; Hellenian^ 1898. 
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voted to submit the Ordinance of Secession to the people of 
the State for ratification.* He voluntered in the first com- 
pany formed for the Civil War in Chatham and was elected 
its First Lieutenant and was later Commissioned Adjutant of 
the Fifteenth Reg-iment North Carolina Volunteers, but in 
October 1861, Judge Big-g-s nominated, and President Davis 
appointed him Receiver of Claims for the Confederate States, 
whereupon he resigned his commission as Adjutant. In 
1871, he was a member of Congress from the Fourth District ; 
in 1875, a delegate to the Constitutional Convention, and in 
1881, a member of the General Assembly, in which he intro- 
duced the bill for the first regular annual appropriation to 
the University of North Carolina, The General Assembly 
appointed him with W. T. Dortch and John S, Henderson, 
a commission to codify and revise the Statute Laws of North 
Carolina, which commission produced the Code of 1883, 
now in use in this State. The positions of Superior Court 
Judge, and Secretary of State, tendered to him by Governor 
Jarvis, were declined. In 1882, the University conferred 
upon him the degree of LL.D. In 1881, the Trustees elected 
him Professor of Law in the University, and during his ser- 
vice of nearly eighteen years in this chair, the number of 
students increased ten fold. His success as a teacher is like- 
wise attested by the men who studied under him, all of whom 
loved him and praised him. His "Commentaries on First 
Blackstone," which were in press at the time of his death-Feb- 
ruary 12, 1899, have elicited favorable mention and a^e now 
used as a text-book in the University. Dr. Manning was a 
consecrated and consistent christian — a member of the Epis- 
copal Church. 

Mkarks, Thomas Davis.! 

T. D. Meares, of Brunswick, bon of William B. and Catha- 
rine G. (Davis) Meares was born July 27, 1818. His mother 
was Catharine, the daughter of General Thomas Davis of 

*Dr. Kemp P. Battle. 
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Fayetteville. He was of Scotch and English ancestry. He 
was graduated at the State University in 1839. He entered 
the legal profession, but after practising successfully for 
some years, commenced rice planting and gradually aban- 
doned law. He was married, in 1845, to Jane, daughter of 
Governor James Iredell of Raleigh. Mr. Meares was a mem- 
ber of the legislature of 1856 and of the following session ; 
and an Aid-de-camp on the staff of Governor William A. 
Graham. He was a Whig in politics and opposed secession 
until Lincoln's proclamation calling for troops, when he be- 
came convinced of the necessity of taking one side or the 
other, and went with his people. He resumed the practice of 
law after the war and died December 20, 1881. In religion, 
Mr. Meares was an Episcopalian.* 

Mebane, Giles, t 

The founder and the first President of the Dialectic Society 
of the University of North Carolina was James Mebane whose 
son, Giles, was the colleague of Thomas Ruffin, of Alamance, 
in the Convention. The Mebanes emigrated to America from 
the North of Ireland and settled in Pennsylvania, whence 
Alexander Mebane, the Elder, removed to Hawfields in Orange 
county prior to the Revolution. His grandson, James mar- 
ried Elizabeth, only daughter of William Kinchen and one of 
their offspring was Giles Mebane, born in the part of Orange 
which is now Alamance on January 25, 1809. His prepara- 
tory education was received under the tutelage of William 
Bingham, Senior, whom he assisted in teaching. Entering 
the University of North Carolina, he was graduated with the 
class of 1831, and was a tutor in the institution the year after 
his graduation, after which he read law under Chief Justice 
Ruffin. His first appearance in public life was made in 1844 
as a member of the House of Commons from Orange, to 
which position he was returned in 1846 and in 1848. During 
the session of 1848, he introduced the bill to create the county 

*Jam.es Sprunt, Esq., Wilmington, 
f Self, Milton. 
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of Alamance from Orange, giving the name to both the 
county and the county site. In 1854, the new county sent 
him as one of its first representatives to the House of Com- 
mons and re-elected him in 1860. As a member of the Commit- 
tee on Federal Relations of that body,he signed on December 10, 
1860, the minority report, protesting against voting on the ques- 
tion of calling a convention on February 7, 1861.* He was 
Senator from Alamance and Randolph in 1862 and 1864, and 
during both terms was President of that body, and was a 
member of the Constitutional Convention of 1865. In 1878, 
the Twentieth Senatorial District embracing the counties of 
Orange, Caswell and Person, sent him to the Senate, in which 
he introduced the bill to compromise and settle the indebted- 
ness of the State which was an effective agent in replacing the 
credit of North Carolina on a sound basis, t He succeeded 
Chief Justice Ruffin as Chairman of the County Court of Ala- 
mance. Mr. Mebane was an ardent supporter of the building 
of the North Carolina Railroad, being a member of the House 
of Commons at the time when this measure passed by the 
vote of the Speaker — Calvin Graves, To prevent the forfei- 
ture of the charter by lack of subscriptions, he subscribed 
more stock than he was worth, and took a contract and built 
six miles of the road through Orange county. He was a Di- 
rector of this road for eighteen years. He was a Trustee of 
the University for a number of years and after the death of 
Dr. A. J. DeRosset, was the ** oldest living graduate" of the 
institution. J In politics, Mr. Mebane was, before the war, a 
Whig, and afterwards a Democrat, and was not in favor of 
secession until our neighboring states seceded and North Car- 
olina seemed in imminent danger of being the battle-field of 
the war, after which the Southern cause received his strong- 
est support. In religion, he was a devoted Presbyterian, 
being a member of this denomination for nearly sixty years, 
and a Ruling Elder in his church, many years. In 1868, he 
removed to Caswell county where he died on June 3, 1899. § 

♦Moore's History, Vol. n. f Lregislative Handbook, 1879. 

XUniversity Magazine, Vol. xv. § Julius Johnston, Yanceyyille 
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Mkrritt, Leonid as John.* 

L. J. Merritt, of Chatham, was born in that coutrty on 
June 8, 1830. His father was William Merritt and his moth- 
er, a sister of Governor Abram Rencher. He was prepared 
for college under William J. Bing-ham and was graduated 
from the State University with high honors in 18S4. After 
reading law under Chief Justice Pearson he located in Pitts- 
boro and was soon afterwards elected Clerk and Master in 
Equity. He next appeared in public life as a delegate to the 
Secession Convention, but as soon as the Chatham Rifles was 
organised, he enlisted ; was made lieutenant and went to the 
front. He was killed in the desperate charge of Mag^der at 
Malvern Hill in 1862. 

MiCHAL, George Washington, f 

The subject of this sketch was born in Rutherfordton, N. 
C, October 19, 1825, and died in Hickory, N. C, January 11, 
1892. His father, Jacob Michal, who came to North Carolina 
from Pennsylvania, and his mother, Catharine Ramsour of 
Lincoln county, were both of German extraction. In his 
early youth, he decided upon Inedicine as his chosen profes- 
sion, and entered the Medical College at Charleston, South 
Carolina, but later went to the University of Pennsylvania 
where he was graduated at the age of twenty one. Com- 
mencing to practice in Marion, N. C, he continued there un- 
til 1861 when he became Surgeon of the Sixteenth North 
Carolina Regiment. While thus employed, he was elected to 
the Convention from Rutherford county to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Jason H. Carson, taking his seat 
January 21, 1862. In 1865, he removed from Marion to New- 
ton and here practiced his profession for eight years when, 
failing health forced him to abandon it for other pursuits. 
Dr. Michal was always a conservative in politics and deplored 
secession even when he recognised it as the last resort for the 
State. In his early life, he joined the Methodist Episcopal 

*A. H. Merritt, Pittsboro. 
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Church, South, but later embraced the views of the Episcopal 
Communion. 

Mii,i,KR, William John Twitty.* 

Cleveland county sent two physicians to the Convention. 
They were W. J. T. Miller and James Wrigfht Tracy. Wil- 
liam John Twitty Miller, son of John and Susan (Twitty) 
Miller, was born in Rutherford county, five miles west of 
Rutherford, on April 12, 180S. He was of Scotch-Irish de- 
scent. After being- g^duated in medicine at Transylvania 
University, Lexington, Kentucky, he settled on Broad River 
in Rutherford (now Cleveland county), six miles from Shel- 
by. Dr. Miller represented Rutherford county in the State 
Senate in 1842, and in the House of Commons in 1836, '38 and 
'40 ; Cleveland and Rutherford in the Senate in 1848 ; Cleve- 
land in 1864, and Cleveland and Gaston in 1872. He was a 
Whig" before the war and voted for Bell and Everett in 1860. 
He was opposed to secession until Lincoln called for troops to 
coerce the South, when he at once became a secessionist and a 
loyal supporter of the Confederate Government. For nearly 
fifty years, he was an active layman in the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South, and a steward of his church for thirty-nine 
years. He served the church at various times, as district 
steward, secretary of the Quarterly Conference, lay delegate 
to the Annual Conference, and as delegate to the Southern 
Methodist Conference in Atlanta in May 1878. He died in 
Shelby on the 7th of December 1886. 

Mitchell, Anderson, f 

Judge Mitchell, of Iredell, was born in Caswell county, June 
13, 1800. He was of Scotch-Irish descent. He attended 
Bingham's School and the University of North Carolina, 
where he was graduated in 1822 and was a tutor therein 
1821-22. He received the degree of Master of Arts from the 
University in 1824. He read law under Chief Justice Hend- 

*Dr. J. F. Miller, Goldsboro. 
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erson in Granville county. He removed to Wilkes and repre- 
sented that county in the State Senate in 1840, '52 and '54. 
In 1842, he was elected to Congress serving one term. In 
1847, he was elected Judge of the Tenth Judicial District. 
In 1865, he was elected Judge of the Superior Court but was 
not allowed to serve and in 1873 Judge of the Tenth Judicial 
District. He was opposed to secession. Previous to the war 
he removed to Statesville, where he continued to reside until 
his death on December 24, 1876. 

Moody, John Mason.* 

J. M. Moody, of Northampton, son of William Moody, a na- 
tive of that county, was born March 21, 1816, near Pleasant 
Hill. His mother was Mary, a daughter of John Mason of 
Virginia. His extraction, both paternal and maternal, was 
English. Original deeds and grants from George II. to lands 
in North Carolina are still in possession of the Moody family. 
He received the greater part of his education at Bingham 
School. He had considerable farming interests in Northamp- 
ton and also in Mississippi. Mr. Moody was a member of 
the State Senate in 1844 and '46, an ardent secessionist, and 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. He 
died June 2, 1877. 

MosKLKY, Robert Algernon. f 

R. A. Moseley, of Sampson, son of John W. and Dorcas 
(Garland) Moseley, was born at Oak Grove on Cedar Run in 
the above county on October 25, 1831. He was of English 
ancestry. He was educated at Spring Dale Academy. He 
was Brigadier-General of the Sixth Brigade of the North 
Carolina Militia; Lieutenant of the Sampson Rangers, and 
went with them to Fort Johnson, but soon resigned on ac- 
count of feeble health. Mr. Moseley was opposed to secession 
until Lincoln called on the South for troops. He was, for the 
greater part of his life, a merchant in Clinton. He was a 

*Dr. H. G. Leigrh, Petersburg, Va. 
fRey. A. ly. Phillips, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
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member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. He died 
a victim to consumption on May 18, 1866, 

MuRRiLL, Andrew Jackson.* 

A. J. Murrill, of Onslow, the successor of Dr. E. W, Ward 
in the Convention, was born in Onslow on May 20, 1819. He 
was the son of John and Mary Ann (Johnston) Murrill, both 
of whom were of English extraction. He was a farmer. He 
was a magistrate for many years, and served as Chairman of 
the Board of County Commissioners several times ; in the 
State Senate in 1862, and in the House in 1864 and '66. He 
was a secessionist. His death occurred July 4, 1889. 

Myers, Ai^BERT.f 

Albert Myers, of Anson, born April 20, 1828, was the 
youngest son of Marmaduke and Rebecca Myers both of whom 
were of English descent. He led his class in the College of 
Physicians and Surg-eons in New York City. Receiving his 
degree in 1847, he locJEited in his native county. He was a 
member of the State Senate from Anson and Union in 18S6, 
In politics Dr. Myers was a Whig and like many others, op- 
posed secession until Lincoln's proclamation calling on the 
South for troops. In religion he was an Episcopalian. He 
died in 1884. 

Osborne, James Wai^ker.!]! 

Judge Osborne, of Mecklenburg, was born in Salisbury on 
December 25, 1811. The Osbornes originally settled in New 
Jersey whence Alexander Osborne, the founder of the line in 
North Carolina, came in 1755 and settled in Rowan county. 
His father was Ed^^in Jay Osborne and his mother, Harriet, 
daughter of Captain John Walker, of Wilmington. He was 

*Dr. E. W. Ward, Pollocksville ; Wm. MurriU, Catharine Lake. 
tCol. H. C. Jones, Charlotte. 
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graduated from the State University in 1830 ; then studied 
law with William A. Graham in Hillsborough and was licensed 
in 1833. He was Presidential Elector-at-large in the Clay 
campaign and on the Seymour and Blair ticket. He was 
Superintendent of the Charlotte Mint under Fillmore. In 18S9 
Governor Ellis appointed him to fill a vacant judgeship and 
the legislature in 1860 confirmed the choice by electing him 
to the same of&ce. In politics, Judge Osborne was a State's- 
right Democrat, having left the Whig party, because he 
thought it was not prompt enough to see and resist the dan- 
gers threatening the South. Judge Osborne was, for nearly 
twenty years, a Ruling Elder in the Presbyterian Church. 
At the time of his death, August 11, 1896, he was State Sen- 
ator from Mecklenburg. 

Patterson, Rufus Lenoir,* 

R. L. Patterson, of Forsyth, was born June 22, 1830 at 
Palmyra in the *' Happy Valley" of the Yadkin in Wilkes 
county. He was the oldest son of Samuel F. Patterson. His 
mother was a daughter of General Edmund and Anne (Le- 
noir) Jones and a sister of Edmund Jones of Wilkes, later of 
Caldwell, He was graduated from the University of North 
Carolina in 1851. He was a lawyer by profession. He was 
Chairman of the County Court of Forsyth from 18SS-'60; 
several times Mayor of Salem ; a member of the Convention 
of 1865 and a Trustee of the University. He went to the 
Convention of 1861 in the vain hope of being able to do some- 
thing to dispel the war clouds then hovering over the State. 
After the war he was largely engaged in manufacturing and 
mercantile pursuits. Mr. Patterson died July 15, 1879. 

Penland, Milton PiNCKEv.f 

M. P. Penland, of Yancey, born in Burke county on Decem- 
ber 7, 1813, was the son of Henry and Elizabeth (Branch) 

*L/indsay Patterson, Raleig-h. 
tW. H. Penland, Asheville. 



CONVENTION OF 1861 67 

Penland. He was of Scotch-Irish extraction. He served as 
Clerk and Master in Equity of Yancey for a number of years, 
but usually refused political preferment. He was a conser- 
vative man in politics, but a pronounced secessionist after 
the election of Lincoln. He was a merchant. He died June 
2, 1880. Mr. Penland has been called: **A pioneer of the 
mountain country ; a type of its best citizenship." 

Pkttigrkw, William Shepard.* 

Rev. W. S. Pettig^rew, of Washington, son of Ebenezer and 
grandson of Rev. Charles Pettigrew, the first bishop-elect of 
the Episcopal Church in North Carolina; and Anne Blount, 
daughter of William Shepard, of New Berne, was bom on 
Bonarva plantation on Lake Scuppernong in Tyrrell county 
on October 3, 1818. The Pettigrews came originally from 
France and were Huguenots. One branch emigrated to Scot- 
land and when a member of this branch, James, joined the 
army of William of Orange, he was made an of&cer and for mer- 
itorious conduct was given land in County Tyrone, Ireland. 
Descendants of his moved to America. ' The subject of our 
sketch attended Hillsborough Academy, of which William J. 
Bingham was then principal, and the University of North 
Carolina from 1834-'37. In 1838 he settled on Belgrade plan- 
tation which had been given to him by his father. He was a 
zealous Whig, not an original secessionist, but became one 
after Lincoln's proclamation. In 1864 he joined the Senior 
Reserves of Edgecombe county, his own county being in the 
hands of the enemy. He was admitted into the ministry of 
the Episcopal Church in Wilmington on January 31, 1869, and 
since then has preached at various churches in Washington, 
Granville, Vance and Warren counties, extending over a pe- 
iod of more than thirty years. He is now living in Ridgeway. 

Phifek, Caleb. t 

Caleb Phifcr, of Cabarrus, son of John and Esther (Fulen- 

*Self , Ridgeway Lake, 
f Wheeler's Reminiscenses. 
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wider) Phifer, was born at Cold Water, Cabarrus county, on 
June 16, 1810, He was sprung from very old German families 
on both sides. He was a merchant and a planter. He served 
as a member of the House of Commons in 1844 and as a di- 
rector of the North Carolina Railroad Company. Mr. Phifer 
was a member of the German Reformed Church and died 
March 11, 1878. 

Rayner, Kenneth.* 

Kenneth Rayner, of Hertford, was born in Bertie county in 
1818. His father. Rev. Amos Rayner, who was a Baptist 
minister and had been a soldier of the Revolution, married a 
Mrs. Williams, who had considerable wealth. He was edu- 
cated at the Tarboro Academy ; studied law under Chief Jus- 
tice Ruffin, but never practiced much as he preferred the more , 
active life of a politician. He was the youhgest member of 
tlie Convention of 1835 in which he made a strong speech in 
favor of abolishing the *' Religious Tests for Office." He 
represented Hertford in the House of Commons in 1836, '38, 
'46, '48 and '50, and in the State Senate in 1854. He was a 
member of Congress from 1839 to '45, After the termination of 
the war he removed to Mississippi. He was appointed Judge 
of the " Alabama Claims " and was nominated for the Su- 
preme Bench of Mississippi. In politics Mr. Rayner was a 
Whig and a Secessionist. On March 4, 1884, Mr. Rayner 
died in Washington while occupying the position of Solicitor 
of the Treasury of the United States. 

Rhodes, James Thomas. f 

J. T. Rhodes, of Duplin, was a native of that county, born 
March 24, 1806. His parents were James and Mary (Farrior) 
Rhodes. He attended the University of North Carolina in 
1826 ; taught school and afterwards studied law. Besides be- 
ing a lawyer, he was also a prominent farmer. He died in 
Sampson cotgity, March 22, 1863. 

♦Wheeler's Reminiscenses, Moore's History, Vol. II. 
f Col. Thomas S. Kenan, Raleigh. 
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Rkld, David Sk'TTi.e.* 

One of Rockingham's delegates was David Settle Reid, the 
first Democratic Governor of North Carolina, who was thrice a 
candidate for this office, but suffered defeat the first time, 
1848. In 1850 his party again nominated him for the Govern- 
orship and this time elected him and repeated it in 1852, Dur- 
ing his second term as Governor the General Assembly elected 
him to the United States Senate which position he held until 
March 3, 1859. He was a son of Reuben Reid and was born 
in Rockingham county, April 19, 1813. He received his edu- 
cation at the Military Academy at Middletown, Conn. ; read 
law ; received his license when twenty-one years old ; saw his 
first public service the next year, 1835, as State Senator from 
his native county, in which capacity he served five successive 
terms. He was a member of the House of Representatives of 
the United States 1843-'47.t He was a delegate to the 
Peace Congress at Washington, a member of the Confederate 
Congress, and also a member of the State Constitutional Con- 
vention of 1875. He died June 19, 1891. 

ROYSTKR, StKPHKN SamUKL.J 

S. S. Royster, of Granville, was born in Hanover county, 
Virginia, March 10, 1816. He was educated at a preparatory 
school in Albemarle county, near the University of Virginia. 
His father, David Royster, sold his property in Virginia 
and removed to Shelby, Tennessee, some time during the thir- 
ties. When about grown, S. S. Royster came from Ten- 
nessee and settled in Granville county where he made consid- 
erable money by farming. He was an ardent Whig and is 
said to have enjoyed an intimate acquaintance with Henry 
Clay. He was opposed to secession until Lincoln's proclama- 
tion calling on the South for troops. H-e was a director of the 
Raleigh and Gaston and the Raleigh and Augusta Air Line 

*Dowd's Prominent North Carolinians; R. D. Reid, Wentworth, 
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Railroad Companies for about twenty years. He was an Epis- 
copalian. His death occurred July 20, 1878. 

RuFFiN, Thomas.* 

Alamance sent, as one of its delegates to the Convention, 
Thomas Ruf&n, who had seen many years' service on the 
bench and whose opinions had been cited with favor through- 
out America and in Westminster Hall. His parents were 
Sterling and Alice (Roane) Ruffin, who were living in Essex 
county, Virginia, at the time of his birth, on November 17, 
1787. His mother was a first cousin of Spencer Roane, at one 
time Chief Justice of Virginia. Young Rufl&n was sent to a 
classical academy at Warrenton to receive his preparatory in- 
struction under Marcus George, an eccentric but scholarly 
Irishman, and a teacher of repute. Among his fellow-stu- 
dents were Cadwallader Jones, later of the United States 
Navy, and Weldon N. Edwards. He entered Princeton Col- 
lege where he was graduated in 1805, sixteenth in a class 
of forty-two. Governor James Iredell was for three years his 
room-mate at this institution. After being graduated, David 
Robinson, a lawyer of Petersburg, Virginia, received him 
into his of&ce and taught him law. A fellow student at the 
same time was General Winfield Scott. Sterling Ruf&n, hav- 
ing suffered financial reverses, removed to Rockingham 
county in 1805, whither he was followed by his son two years 
later. Here Hon. Archibald D. Murphey was his legal precep- 
tor. Gaining admission to the bar in 1808, he removed to 
Hillsborough in 1809, In 1813, '15 and '16, the borough of 
Hillsborough elected him as its representative in the House of 
Commons. Seven years after his advent to the bar and while 
Speaker of the House of Commons, in 1816, the General As- 
sembly elected him Superior Court Judge, vice Duncan Came- 
ron resigned. The wants of an increasing family and the 
heavy loss sustained by the payment of a large security debt 

*** Life and Character of Thomas Ruffin," an Oration delivered be- 
fore the State Ag-ricultural Society by Wm. A. Graham on Oct. 21, 
1870. 
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caused him to resig-n the judgeship in 1818. Some years later, 
Judge George E. Badg-er resigned and Judge Ruffin was again 
called to the Superior Court Bench, where he served until 
1828, when he resigned to become president of the Bank of 
the State of North Carolina. In 1829 he was elected to the 
Supreme Bench on which he sat continuously for twenty- 
three years. In 1833 Chief Justice Henderson died and he 
was promoted to that office. In 1852, he resigned, but was 
recalled after the death of his successor. Judge Nash, in Decem- 
ber 1858. His final resignation was in 1859, after which he 
served as presiding judge of the County Court of Alamance 
for a number of years. In 1854, the State Agricultural So- 
ciety elected him its president in which capacity he contin- 
ued six years. He was a Trustee of the University for twen- 
ty-six years and a member of the *' Peace Commission" which 
convened in Washington in the winter of 1861. In 1834, the 
University of North Carolina conferred upon him the degree 
of LL.D. His opinions extend through twenty-five vol- 
umes of the Reports of the North Carolina Supreme Court. 
* 'Judge Ruffin was a Jeffersonian Democrat, an ardent South- 
erner and had no toleration for Northern aggressions."* In 
religion he was a member of the Episcopal Communion. At 
the time of his death on January 15, 1870, he had been retired 
from public life for several years, and was living at Hills- 
borough. 

Sanders, Ci^audius BROCK.f 

C. B. Sanders, of Johnston, born seven miles northwest of 
Smithfield, September 7, 1829, was a son of John and Mary 
(Boddie) Sanders and of English extraction. He was gradu- 
ated among the best scholars from the University of North 
Carolina in 1851, deliving the Latin Salutatory. He read law 
under B. F. Moore, of Raleigh, and obtained his license in 
1852. He lived five miles from Smithfield where he farmed 
and practiced law. Mr. Sanders held the following public 

* Personal Sketches of Prominent Delegates^ by David Schenck. 
tW. S. Stephens, Smithfield. 
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offices : County Attorney, 1855 ; member of the General As- 
sembly, 1856 and 1862. He was a zealous Whig- and at first 
opposed to secession. He died October 29, 1874. 

Satterthwaite, Fenner Bryan.* 

F. B. Satterthwaite, of Pitt, was born March 16, 1813. 
His ancestors came from England in colonial days; settled 
where Philadelphia now stands ; then came south and settled 
in the ''Pung-o" or Marshipung-o region of Beaufort County. 
He was raised in a wild and illiterate region receiving little but 
a " plow handle " education. He married before he attained 
his majority. He represented Beaufort in the House of Com- 
mons in 1836 and was soon afterwards put in prison for debt, 
but his father-in-law came to his rescue and secured his re- 
lease. While in prison, he decided to study law, and it was 
not long before he had obtained a large practice. He was 
Presidential Elector on the Pierce ticket ; member- of the Con- 
vention of 1865, and of the Council of State during Vance's 
administration. While in the Convention of 1861, he moved 
to table the act to allow soldiers to vote wherever they hap- 
pened to be at the time of election, in opposition to which 
measure he made one of the strongest speeches of the Conven- 
tion. He was a Whig and an Episcopalian. He died March 
23, 1875. 

ScHENCK, David. t 

David Schenck, of Lincoln, occupied the seat in the 
Convention made vacant by the resignation of William Lan- 
der. He was born in Lincolnton March 24, 1835. His father, 
was David Warlick Schenck, and his mother's maiden name 
was Rebecca Bivens, of Charleston, South Carolina. The 
Schencks were exiled from Switzerland on account of being 
Protestants and came to England in 1708 and thence to Amer- 
ica with Penn's colony, In 1790 David Schenck's grandfather 

♦Memorial Edition of his L/ife. 
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moved to North Carolina and settled in Lincoln county. The 
grandson studied law, obtaining- his license in 1857, and lo- 
cated at Dallas, Gaston county, but in 1860 removed to Lin- 
colnton. He held the ofl&ce of County Attorney for Gaston, 
and in 1860 for Lincoln. In 1874 he was elected Judge of the 
Ninth Judicial District, resigning on April 1, 1881, to become 
general counsel of the Richmond and Danville Railroad Com- 
pany and the following year removed to Greensboro. He is 
the president of the Guilford Battle Ground Company and to 
him is largely due the credit of the enterprise. In 1880 he re- 
ceived the degree of LL.D. from the University of North Car- 
olina. Judge Schenck is the author of "North Carolina, 
1780-81," and of several other historical and biographical pa- 
pers. He is an Episcopalian. 

Shaw, Henry Marchmork.* 

Currituck county was represented in the Convention by H. 
M. Shaw, a native of Newport, Rhode Island, born on Novem- 
ber 20, 1817. His father, John Allen Shaw, was then engag- 
ed in the mercantile business and in shipping to and from the 
West Indies, and during the war of 1812 suffered great finan- 
cial losses by the destruction of his ships and their cargoes. 
About 1827 with the remnant of his fortune he removed to 
Tyrrell, engaging in merchandising and in the lumber busi- 
ness, but later abandoned these pursuits in order to enter the 
Baptist ministry. Both he and his wife, Betty Marchmore, 
were of Scotch-Irish extraction. Owing to the many losses 
which his father had sustained, Henry M. Shaw's scholastic 
education was limited to six months, but he found a friend 
and benefactor in the person of Dr. G. C. Marchant, of In- 
dian Town, Currituck county, in whose office he studied for 
four years, after which he entered the Medical Department of 
the University of Pennsylvania, receiving the degree of M.D. 
and two special certificates in surgery. After completing his 
medical course,he was associated with Dr. Marchant until 1854. 
In 1851, he was elected to the State Senate, defeating John 

*W. B. Shaw, Henderson. 
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Bernard. In 1853, his party, the Democratic, nominated 
him as its candidate for member of Congress from the First 
District against Colonel David Outlaw, and elected him. 
Being re-nominated in 1855, Robert Treat Paine defeated 
him. In 1857, he was an elector on the Buchanan and 
Breckenridge ticket. He strongly favored secession and re- 
signed from the Convention at the end of the first session to 
accept the colonelcy of the Eighth Regiment, North Carolina 
troops. His regiment was stationed at Roanoke Island in Feb- 
ruary, 1862, when General Burnside made his attack, and on 
February 8, Colonel Shaw was compelled to surrender to the 
immensely superior force. He was exchanged in the Septem- 
ber following and immediately proceeded to reorganize his 
command. In the fall of 1862, he commanded the defenses 
of Kinston and had several sharp engagements. In the 
spring of 1863, his command was ordered to Charleston, and 
when an assault seemed no longer imminent, he was sent to 
Wilmington, but in July, 1863, he returned to Charleston to 
aid in resisting the attack of General Gilmore. From 
Charleston the Eighth Regiment went to Virginia in the 
trenches around Petersburg and thence to North Carolina to 
to form part of an expedition against New Berne. In the 
early morning of February 1, 1864, Colonel Shaw was mor- 
tally wounded in a skirmish on Batchelor's Creek near New 
Berne, and expired on the field. 

Shipp, Wiluam Marcus.* 

William M. Shipp, of Henderson, son of Bartlett, whose 
father, Thomas Shipp, came from Virginia and settled on the 
Dan River near Danbury, was born on November 19, 1819, in 
Lincoln county where his father had removed in 1818 and 
married Susan, daughter of Peter Forney. He entered the 
State University, graduating as salutatorian of his class in 
1840 ; then read law ; received his license in 1842, and located 

*Moore*s History, Vol. II. Prominent Living North Carotinians, bj 
Jerome Dowd. 
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at Hendersonville. In the beg-inning of the Civil war be was 
elected captain of a volunteer company raised in Henderson 
county. After seeing- nearly a year's service in Virginia, he 
resig-ned in 1863, to accept a Superior Court Judgeship, which 
position be held until deposed under the Reconstruction Acts. 
In 1862, be was a member of the State Senate. In 1870, the 
Demociatic party made him its nominee for Attorney General 
and elected bim by a majority of four thousand two hundred 
and twenty-one votes over Samuel F. Phillips, of Orange, the 
Republican candidate. After the expiration of his term of 
ojfice, be practiced law in Charlotte until 1881, when Gover- 
nor Jarvis appointed him Judge of the Superior Court to 
succeed David Schenck resigned. He was elected to this of- 
fice in 1882 and was filling it at the time of his death on 
June 28, 1890.* 

Smith, Conaro DRAVTON-t 

Conaro Drayton Smith, of Macon county, was born in the 
county of Buncombe on April 1, 1813. His grandfather, Jo- 
seph Smith, born in Maryland in 1730, was of English descent. 
He married Rebecca Dath, of Welsh descent, and removed to 
North Carolina in 1765. While on their way, Samuel, father 
of the subject of our sketch, was born in an inn in Albemarle 
county, Virginia. Samuel married Mary Jarrett, who was of 
English-German extraction, and settled near Asheville. In 
1820, he removed to Tennessee and here young Conaro lived 
until 1832, when he went to clerk for Smith and McElroy, 
general merchants and ginseng collectors in Buncombe coun- 
ty. When Yadkin county was created, J, W. McElroy was 
made Clerk of the Superior Court and Smith became his dep- 
uty. Soon afterward, he was licensed to preach and his first 
work was as junior preacher in the LaFayette, Ga., district 
when it belonged to the Holton Conference, In 1838-'39, he 
was on tbe Lebanon Circuit, ; 1839-'40, agent of Holston Col- 
lege, New Market, Tennessee ; 1840-'41, on Wytheville circuit ; 

*N. C. Supreme Court Reports, Vol. 106. 

f Autobiog-raphy of Rev. C. D. Smith, furnished by F. T. Smith, 
Franklin. 
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1841-'42, Jonesboro circuit ; 1842-'43-'44, agent for Emory 
and Henry College ; 1844-45, Wytheville circuit for the sec- 
ond time; 1845-'46, Athens station, Tennessee; 1846-'47, 
Rogersville circuit; 1849-'S0, Presiding- Elder of the Rogers- 
ville district; 18S0-'51, Presiding Elder of the Greenville dis- 
trict. This was his last service in the ministry as his health 
failed and his physician advised him to adopt a more active life, 
so he tried farming for three years. In 1853, he became agent 
for the American Colonization Society and sent two families 
of emancipated negroes to Liberia. Mr. Smith had always 
been interested in geology and mineralogy and had made nu- 
merous expert observations and discoveries and this work re- 
sulted in his appointment as Assistant State Geologist which 
position he held for a number of years. He also served the 
State of North Carolina as Senator in 1862 and as member of 
the board of Agriculture. He died January 31, 1894. 

Smith, Richard Henry.* 

R. H. Smith, of Halifax, son of William Ruffin and Sallie 
(Norfleet) Smith was born at Scotland Neck, November 10, 
1810. Richard Henry Smith was of English extraction. His 
forefathers came to Halifax county in 1700, and settled on 
Roanoke River. He was graduated from the University of 
North Carolina in 1832 and read law under Judge John Hall, 
of Warrenton, but his law practice was subordinate to his 
business of farming on Roanoke River. He was a member 
of the House of Commons in 1852 and '54, and was temporary 
chairman of . the Convention of 1865. Mr. Smith favored 
peace until the inauguration of Lincoln when he became an 
ardent supporter of war. He was a communicant of the Epis- 
copal Church and often a delegate to its General Convention, 
He was an active director of the Insane Asylum, at Raleigh. 
He died in Raleigh on March 3, 1893. 

Smith, Wii,i,iam Ai.EXANDKR.t 

William A. Smith, of Johnston was born in Warren county 

*By his son, R. H. Smith, Scotland Neck. 

fC. W. Smith, Thomasville; N. C. Manual, 1874. 
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on January 9, 1828. His parents, Bannister R, and Mary 
Smith, were both of Eng-lish extraction. He received only an 
ordinary common school education and when a young" man, 
worked as a day-laborer on the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad. 
He resided awhile in Alabama, Louisiana and Texas, but re- 
ttu^ing- to North Carolina, settled in Johnston county. He 
held public offices as follows : member of the legislature in 
1874 ; delegate to the Convention of 1865 ; President of the 
North Carolina Rail Road Company in 1868 ; elected to the 
State Senate in 1870 but unseated for non-residence ; member 
of Congress, 1873-'75. He was, at one time. President of the 
Yadkin River Railway Company from Salisbury to Wades- 
boro, and also Receiver of the Western North Carolina Rail 
Road Company from Salisbury to Old Port, He was elected 
to the Convention as a "Union Man." At the time of his 
death on May 16, 1888, he had retired to his farm in John- 
ston county. His remains were interred in Hollywood Ceme- 
tery, Richmond, Virginia. In religion Mr. Smith was a 
Methodist. 

Speed, Rufus King.* 
R. K. Speed, of Pasquotank, bom December 25, 1810, was 
a native of Mecklenburg county, Virginia. His extraction 
was in part Indian, some of his kinsmen tracing their ances- 
try to Pocahontas. He was a doctor of medicine and a poli- 
tician. He represented Chowan and Gates counties in the 
State Senate two terms, 1838 and '40, and the first senatorial 
district in 1870. He was an elector on the Bell and Everett 
ticket and a delegate to the convention of February, 1861, 
which was voted down. Dr. Speed was, at first, an anti-se- 
cessionist, but became an ardent supporter of the Confederacy 
after voting for it. He is a member of the Missionary Bap- 
tist Church. Recently his mind gave away and he is now in 
the North Carolina Hospital, at Raleigh. 

Sprouse, Robert, t 
The subject of our sketch is Robert Sprouse, of Davie, son 

fCol. R. B. Creecy, Elizabeth City. 
♦Herbert Clement, Mocksville. 
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of George Sprouse, born in Patrick county, Virginia on 
September 10, 1810. He was of Scotch-Irish descent. But 
little is known of his early life. He settled at Hampton ville, 
Yadkin county, as a practising- physican, but in 1855 removed 
to Mocksville. Here he did not practice medicine but devoted 
himself to farming. He served as special county magistrate 
from 1863 to 1865. He was a Whig and at first opposed to 
secession. He died June 22, 1867. 

SPRUII.L, Eu.* 

Eli Spruill, of Tyrrell was bom in Washington county, 
January 12, 1818. His parents were Hugh and Sarah Spruill 
both of whom were of Scotch-Irish descent. He was Clerk of 
the Court for Tyrrell from 1852-61 ; member of the House of 
Commons in 1862 and Probate Judge from 1868-74, and again 
Clerk of the Court in 1874. He was a Whig and opposed to 
secession until the call for troops. He was a merchant and a 
lawyer. At the time of his death, September 1, 1887, he had 
been a member of the Methodist Church for thirty-six years. 

Spruii.1., Samuki* Bl.OUNT.t 

S. B. Spruill, of Bertie was born on his father's plantation 
near the mouth of Scuppernong River, December 11, 1810. 
His parents were James A. and Caroline (Blount) Spruill, a 
granddaughter of Colonel Blount of the Revolution. His pa- 
ternal ancestors were English and his maternal Scotch. His 
father died when he was ten years old and he was sent to 
Warrenton to live with his uncle, George E. Spruill, who was 
the second Southerner to be graduated with first distinction 
from Yale. Hon. Weldon N. Edwards appointed him to 
West Point where he stayed three years and did well, but 
measles affected his eyesight, forcing him to leave the Aca- 
demy. He then studied law under his uncle at Warrenton 
and, on obtaining his license in 1830, settled in Tyrrell 

♦Mark Majette, Columbia. 

f Hon. Francis D. Winston, Windsor. 
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county. In 1831 he represented this county in the legislature 
and while in Raleig-h married a Mrs. Cameron, of that city, 
and soon afterward removed to the Capital. In 1837, he was 
elected Superintendent of the Raleig-h and Gaston Railroad 
Company and removed to Weldon. He soon resigned this 
situation and located at Jackson, Northampton county. In 
1840, although a Whig, he defeated Governor Thomas Bragg 
for a seat in the House of Commons by a majority of two 
hundred. His wife having died six years before, in 1847, he 
married Mrs. Edward Hardy, of Bertie county and removed 
to that county. He was a member of the legislature from 
Bertie in 1853 and a delegate to the Convention which nomi- 
nated General Winfield Scott for President. In 1860, he was 
nominated for the legislature, but was defeated by one vote. 
In June 1861, he assumed the colonelcy of the Second North 
Carolina Cavalry stationed at Kittrell, but later removed to 
Edenton, whence they were ordered to New Berne to re-en- 
force the troops at the disposal of General L. O'B. Branch, 
who was in command there. On March 14, 1862, when Gen- 
eral Branch drew up his men to resist the Federal Army 
under General Burnside, the extreme right was held by Com- 
panies A and E of SpruilPs Cavalry while six companies of 
the same command were held in reserve. A single volley 
from the two companies .on the right repelled an attack — 
that flank being protected by a large and impassable swamp. 
These two companies with Colonel Vance's regiment were 
the last to leave the field. Colonel Spruill died at Colerain, 
Bertie county on May 15, 1889. 

Starbuck, Darius Hbnry.* 

D. H. Starbuck, of Forsyth succeeded Rufus L. Patterson, 
resigned, and took his seat on June 23, 1862. He was born 
in Guilford county and was the son of Reuben and Mary 
(Beeson) Starbuck, both of English extraction. He was 
graduated from New Garden (now Guilford College) and 
read law. He was United States Attorney for the Western 
♦Judg-e H. R. Starbuck, WiMston ; Forsyth Co., by Miss A. I^. Fries. 
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District of North Carolina 1865-72. In 1868 he was elected 
Judge of the Superior Court from the Eighth Judicial "District, 
but declined the office. He was a member of the Moravian 
Church ; was a Whig and opposed to secession. He was not 
a member of the Convention when the Ordinance of Secession 
was passed. He died May 26, 1887.* 

Strange, Robert.* 

Robert Strange, of New Hanover, succeeded Robert H. 
Cowan, resigned, taking his seat November 19, 1861. He was 
born in Fayetteville, July 27, 1823, of parentage. Judge Rob- 
ert and Jane (Kirkland) Strange; was graduated at the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina in the class of 1841 ; then studied 
law and located in Wilmington. He was a quartermaster in 
the Mexican war with the rank of Major ; member of the ' 
House of Commons in 1852 ; State Solicitor ; a Director of the 
Bank of Cape Fear and Major in the Confederate service.! 
He was an Episcopalian. His death occurred June 24, 1877. 

Stewart, Azariah Coburn.J 

A. C. Stewart, of Alexander, was born in the above county 
in 1836. He attended the University of North Carolina 
18S8-'60. He was a fluent speaker and canvassed his na- 
tive county in favor of secession. He was one of the young- 
est members of the Convention. He attended the first session 
of the Convention and his untimely death occurred in 1861, 
during the interval between the first and second sessions of 
the body 

Strong, George Vaughan.§ 

G. V. Strong, of Wayne, son of Salmon and Eliza Jane 
(Sampson) Strong, was born in Sampson county on March 7, 

♦James Sprunt, Esq., Wilminfifton. 

fWheeler's Reminiscenses. 

tHon. R. Z. Ivinney, Taylorsville. U. N. C. 1789-1889. 

gRobert C. Strong, Raleigh. 
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1827. His father was of English blood and his mother of 
Scotch-Irish. He was graduated from the State University 
in 1845 with highest honors ; taught school a year ; then read 
law under George W. Mordecai, and located in Goldsboro in 
1853. He served as District Attorney of North Carolina dur- 
ing the Confederacy, In 1871 he removed to Raleigh and en- 
tered into a copartnership with Governor Thomas Bragg and 
later with Chief Justice W. N. H, Smith. In 1874 he repre- 
sented Wake county in the lower house of the General As- 
sembly. He was Judge of the Wake County Criminal Court 
during its existence and conducted a law school while he oc- 
cupied this position. He had retired from practice for several 
years before his death, which occurred October 10, 1897. 

Stkong, John Mason.* 

Dr. J. M. Strong, of Mecklenburg, was born in Newberry 
county. South Carolina, on September 1, 1818. He was the son 
of Rev. Charles and Nancy (Harris) Strong, both of Scotch- 
Irish descent. He was graduated from the JeflFerson Liberty 
College in Worthington county, Pennsylvania, in 1841, and 
at Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, in 1847. He never 
held any public post except that of member of the Convention. 
He took his seat in this body on January 23, 1862, in the place 
of Judge James Walker Osborne, resigned. He was an orig- 
inal Secessionist. Dr. Strong was a member of the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church. He died March 11, 1898, at 
Elrod, Mecklenburg county. 

SuTHBRIyAND, JoHN CHISHOIyM.f 

J. C. Sutherland, of Robeson, was born about seven miles 
south of the present town of Maxton in the "Old Pork" 
neighborhood of Robeson county in 1815. He was of Scotch 
lineage on both sides. lie was a school teacher during the 
greater part of his life and a member of the faculty of Floral 

*Heriot Clarkson, Charlotte. 
f D. P. McEachern, Red Springs. 
6 
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(Female) Colleg-e in the above county during its palmiest days. 
He was always a man of retiring disposition and never married. 
His residence and all of his personal effects were burned by 
Sherman's army and all the family records were lost. For 
these reasons data in regard to his life are meagre. He tried 
merchandising at Bennettsville, South Carolina, immediately 
after the war, but soon abandoned it and went back to teach- 
ing. He was a Presbyterian and was, for many years, a rul- 
ing elder in the church. He and his colleague, J. P. Fuller, 
were both red hot secessionists. He died in Maxton in 
1881. 

Thomas, Charles Randolph.* 

Charles R. Thomas, of Carteret, was a native of that county, 
bom February 7, 1827. His parents were of Welsh and Eng- 
lish extraction. His father, Marcus, was a wealthy ship 
owner and merchant, and his mother was Elizabeth Duncan. 
He received his education at Emory College in Virginia, at 
Caldwell Institute, and at the University of North Carolina, 
where he was graduated in 1849. He road law under Judge 
Richmond M. Pearson and William H. Battle and located in 
New Berne. After the Convention of 1861 he removed to Ral- 
eigh and was soon afterwards chosen principal clerk of the 
State Senate, but resigned upon being elected Secretary of 
State in 1864 ; and in 1866 he resigned this office to become a 
director of the Atlantic and North Carolina Railroad Com- 
pany, and subsequently its president. In 1868, he was elected 
Judge of the Superior Court for the Third District, which of- 
fice he resigned to become a member of the Forty-Second Con- 
gress in 1871. Judge Thomas wa«=i re-elected to Congress in 
1873. After relirin:^- from this body he practised his profes- 
sion in New Bern. He opp.)SLNl secession, favoring every honor- 
able means to preserve th*2 Union. He was a member of the 
Whig party until the death of Henry Clay and after the war 
a Republican, supporting that party until 1876, when he voted 

*(Son) Charles R. Thomas, New Berne. 
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for the Democratic national and State candidates. He served 
the University as a trustee for many years. He was a mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian Church. He died in New Berne, Feb- 
ruary 18, 1891, 

Thomas, William Holland,* 

The deleg-ate from Jackson was born on Pig-eon River in 
Haywood county February 1805. In January 1804 his father, 
Richard Thomas, a cousin of President Zachary Taylor, mar- 
ried Temperance Calvert, a descendant of a brother of Lord 
Baltimore, and soon afterwards came south to sell horses and 
settled on Pig-eon River. While away on a business expedi- 
tion he was drowned in Etowa River before the birth of his 
son. At the ag-e of thirteen young Thomas became a clerk in 
the store of Felix Walker at Qualla Town, now the capital of 
the Cherokee settlement in Jackson county and at seventeen 
went into business with John B. Love on the site of the pres- 
ent town of Webster. He soon bought the interest of his 
partner and enlarged the business and in 1838 had five stores 
and a comfortable fortune. While he was clerking for Wal- 
ker, an old Indian chief conceived a great love for him, and 
adopted him as his son. Thomas, in turn, became much at- 
tached to the tribe, devoting many years of his life to their 
material and moral advancement. From 1836 to 1848 he was 
almost continually in Washington, endeavoring to collect 
claims due the tribe by the government, and ultimately suc- 
cess crowned his efforts. From 1848 to 1862 he served as 
State Senator from Haywood, Macon and Cherokee. In 1861 
he raised, equipped and commanded Thomas' Legion, com- 
posed of two companies of Cherokees and fourteen companies 
of white Infantry. He also raised four companies of cavalry, 
one of engineers and one of artillery. He had, before this 
time, been elected chief of the Indian tribe. He did not favor 
secession, but when it was decided upon, he threw his whole 
soul into the movement. His arduous labors in the cause of 
the Confederacy together with other troubles caused his 

*Mrs. A. C. Avery, Morg-anton. 
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health to fail, and from 1867 until his death on May 12, 1893, 
he was but a wreck of his former self. 

Thompson, Ervin Applewhite.* 

E. A. Thompson, of Wayne, was born in Stony Creek 
Township, Wayne county, in 1827 His parents, William 
and Celia (Applewhite) Thompson, were both of Eng-lish ex- 
traction. After being graduated at Randolph -Macon College, 
he studied law, and upon obtaining his license, settled in 
Goldsboro, He was Clerk and Master in Equity in 1852; 
member of the House of Commons 1855-'58 ; County Solicitor 
1862. He was a Methodist. He was an ardent secessionist, 
believing that it would be peaceable and without bloodshed. 
He defeated Hon. W. T. Dortch as a delegate by six votes. 
He died in the Insane Asylum in Raleigh in 1882. 

Thornton, Francis Alexander. 

F. A. Thornton, of Warren, was a native of Virginia. 
His mother was a sister of Nathaniel Macon. He attended 
the University of North Carolina in 1813. He was an exten- 
sive planter and a very large slave owner. He represented 
Warren county in the House of Commons in 1821, '22, '48 and 
1850, and in the State Senate in 1866. He was a delegate to the 
convention which nominated Franklin Pierce for President, 
He was an ardent secessionist. He died on his farm near 
the Roanoke River in Warren county in July 1867 aged about 
seventy-five years. 

Tracy, Jamrs Wright.! 

Dr. J. W. Tracy, of Cleveland, son of Captain William and 
Mary (Reynolds) Tracy, was born in Spartanburg, S. C, on 
December 19, 1819. He was of French and Scotch ancestry. 
He was graduated in medicine from Transylvania University, 
Lexington, Kentucky. Dr. Tracy opposed secession until 

*F. A. Daniels, Goldsboro. 

fDr. B. F. Dixon, Kingr's Mountain. 
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Lincoln's call for troops. He served successively as assistant 
surgeon of the Thirty-Seventh North Carolina Regiment; 
chief surgeon of the Fourteenth North Carolina Regiment ; 
as Surgeon of Ramseur's Brigade ; as one of the surgeons at 
the Fair Ground Hospital in Raleigh. He was also a mem- 
ber of the State Board of Medical Examiners. Dr. Tracy's 
professional career extended over a period of fifty years. He 
was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. 
His death occurred January 17, 1896. 

Turner, Hector.! 

Dr. Hector Turner, of Moore, was born March 1816, in the 
isle of Jura, Scotland. His parents, Malcolm and Isabella 
(Currie) Turner, came to America in 1820 and settled on a 
plantation in Moore county. They had three sons : Daniel 
who died before reaching the prime of life ; Hector, the sub- 
ject of our sketch, and Alexander, a physician in Alabama. 
Hector received the larger part of his education at the Fay- 
etteville High School, and in 1847 was graduated in medicine 
from the University of New York. Locating in his adopted 
county, he soon became associated with Dr. John Shaw, which 
connection was sustained for nearly twenty years. During 
the war, he served as surgeon of the Twentieth North Caro- 
lina Regiment, and later as brigade surgeon, remaining in 
the army until the surrender at Appomattox. He then re- 
turned to Carthage, dividing his attention between the prac- 
tice of medicine and farming, but later removed to Cameron, 
In 1881, he was elected to the legislature and was returned at 
the subsequent term. In politics Dr. Turner was, previous to 
the war, a Whig and afterwards, a Democrat, and in religion 
he was a *'true blue stocking Presbyterian." His long career 
as a practitioner, embracing a period of almost a half-century, 
was terminated by death, on September 21, 1896. 

Venable, Abraham Watkins.I 

A. W. Venable, of Granville, was born in Prince Edward 

*A. A. Turner, Cameron ; W. H. McNeill, Carthag^e. 
tWheeler's Reminiscences ; Moore's History. 
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county, Virginia, October 17, 1799. His father was Samuel 
Venable and his mother a daughter of Judge Carrington, of 
Virginia. He was graduated at Hampden-Sidney College in 
1816 ; spent the two years following in studying medicine, 
but then abandoned it to enter Princeton where he was grad- 
uated in 1819, after which he studied law. On receiving his 
license in 1821, he settled in Oxford. He was an elector on 
the Jackson ticket in 1832 and in 1836 on the Van Buren ; a 
member of Congress from 1847-'53. On June 18, 1861, the 
Convention elected him to the Confederate Congress. At the 
expiration of his term he retired from public life and died in 
Oxford on February 24, 1876. 

Walton, Alfred Joseph. "^^^ 

A. J. Walton, of Gates, son of Timothy and Sarah (Greg- 
ory) Walton, was born in that county on September 24, 1819. 
His ancestors came from England. He attended LaGrange 
College (Alabama), but was not graduated. He was a farm- 
er ; an old line Whig and a strong secessionist after Lincoln 
called on the South for troops. He served as a justice of the 
peace ; also as Chairman of the County Court for several 
years. He was a Methodist. He died March 27, 1874. 

Ward, Edward WEST.f 

Dr. E. W. Ward, of Onslow was born in New Berne, January 
4, 1827, His parents were both natives of Onslow and of 
English extraction. He lived in Mississippi until he was 
seventeen years old, when he returned to North Carolina. 
He entered the State University in 1847, remaining one year, 
and then studied medicine in Philadelphia, receiving his 
diploma in 1850. Dr. Ward has held the office of magistrate ; 
County Superintendent of Public Instruction ; Chairman of 
the County Medical Board. After serving six months in the 
Convention, he resigned to enter the Confederate cavalry 

*Iv. Iv. Smith, Gatesville. 
fSelf, PoUocksviUe. 
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service with the rank of captain, continuing to hold this of- 
fice until Appomattox. In addition to his practice, Dr. Ward 
is engaged in farming. He believed that any state had a 
right to secede. He is a Missionary Baptist and a Democrat. 
He now lives in Pollocksville, Jones county. 

Wakken, Edward Jenner.* 

E, J. Warren, of Beaufort was born in Vermont, December 
12, 1824 ; came to this state as a teacher and located at 
Washington where he read law. He was elected to the State 
Senate in 1862, '64 and 71, and during the last term was 
President of the body. He was appointed a Superior Court 
Judge by Governor Worth. He was a strong Whig. His 
death occurred December 10, 1876. 

Washington, John CoBB.f 

J. C. Washington, of Lenoir, son of John and Elizabeth 
Herritage (Cobb) Washington, was born in Kinston on De- 
cember 24. 1801. His paternal ancestors were English and 
were related to George Washington. His maternal were 
Scotch and Dutch. He was a merchant and a farmer. He 
was a communicant of the Episcopal Church and was opposed 
to secession. He died at Black Mountain, January 12, 1887. 

Whitkord, John Dalton.J 

John D. Whitford, of Craven was born in New Berne, August 
17, 1825. His parents. Hardy and Mary J. (Clarke) Whit- 
ford were of English and Scotch-Irish ancestry respectively. 
President Taylor appointed Mr. Whitford, Collector of Cus- 
toms at New Berne. After filling the office for three years, he 
resigned. In 1853-'S4, he was Mayor of New Berne, He has 
always taken an active part in internal improvements, and 

*Wheeler's Reminiscences ; S. C. Brag-aw, Washington. 
fR. H. Lewis, Kinston. 
tSelf, New Berne. 
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was, for a number of years, Director of the Neuse River Nav- 
igation Company whose intention was to make the Neuse 
navigable to Smithfield. In 1851, he was elected a Director 
of the Atlantic and North Carolina Rail Road Company, serv- 
ing one year. On the organization, afterward, of the At- 
lantic and North Carolina Rail Road Company in 1854, he 
was elected president of the corporation and continued at its 
head until removed by military authority after the Civil War. 
He was also president during the administration of Jonathan 
Worth. He served in the transportation department of the 
Confederacy with rank of Major, and for a time as Ordinance 
Ofi&cer for the State. In 1865, the shipping house of Whit- 
ford, Dill & Co., was established. They were among the 
first to run a line of steamers from New Berne to New York 
after the war. From 1867-71, he was financial agent of the 
Raleigh and Augusta Airline Railway Company and from 
188S-'88 assistant engineer in charge of the government work 
on Contentnea Creek and Tar River. He was elected without 
opposition both to the Convention of 1861 and to that of 1865. 
He did not believe in the right of secession, but did believe in 
the right of a wronged people to rebel. He has written a 
number of articles on various subjects, some of which are : 
"Kinston Letters on Internal Improvements"; ** Rambles 
about Town;" *' A Few Hours at Poplar Mount." He is still 
living in New Berne. 

Williams, Archibald Davis.* 

A. D. Williams, of Franklin, was born nine miles north- 
west of the town of Halifax, January 7, 1821. He is the 
youngest of five children born to Robert W. and Harty 
(Hodge) Williams. In his infancy his parents removed to 
Franklin county. He is of Welsh-English extraction. He 
is a successful farmer and has held no public post except that 
of delegate to the Convention and tithe gatherer during 
the war. He is a Missionary Baptist. He was a Whig and 

*Self, Franklin County. 
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was opposed to secession. He is now living in Franklin 
county. 

Williamson, James Edwards.* 

James E. Williamson, of Caswell, was a native of that 
county, born September 19, 1799. In his fifteenth year, his 
parents, James and Annie (Edwards) Williamson, removed to 
Georg-ia, where he resided until he reached manhood. He 
then returned to his native State ; studied medicine and began 
practising when twenty-six and continued to practise for forty 
years. He joined the Methodist Episcopal Church South in his 
youth and served it tor a number of years as President of the 
Board of Trustees of Greensboro Female College, as a trus- 
tee of Trinity College and as a director of the Board of Do- 
mestic Missons. He was a conservative in politics and a 
staunch friend of the Union, deprecating secession to the last, 
but became a loyal Southerner as soon as North Carolina 
withdrew from the Union. He entered the Convention on 
June 10, 1861, as the successor of Col. J. A. Graves resigned. 
He died in his native county January 23, 1867. 

Wilson, Thomas Johnson, f 

Thomas J. Wilson of Forsyth, was born December 31, 1831, 
in the southern part of Stokes county, which is now Forsyth. 
His paternal ancestors were Scotch and his maternal Qua- 
kers. He worked on a farm until eighteen. He was educated 
mainly in the neighborhood schools and at Clemsonville 
Academy. He studied law,obtaining his Superior Court license 
in 1840. In 1844 he was Solicitor for Stokes county and later 
for Forsyth and Davidson. He became Superior Court Judge 
in the Eighth District in 1874 and held office for six months 
when the Supreme Court declared his appointment unconstitu- 
tional. He was State Senator in 1876-77, and has held no 
public office since. He is still living in Winston, but has been 
completely paralyzed for years. 

*P. H. Williamson, Reidsville. 

f Dowd's Reminiscences; Prominent L/iving" North Carolinians; Wheel- 
er's Reminiscences. 
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WiNSLOw, Warren.* 

Warren Winslow, of Cumberland, was born in Fayetteville, 
on January 1, 1810 ; lived and died there August 17; 1862. 
His father was John Winslow, a prominent merchant of Fay- 
etteville. He was an alumnus of the State University, being 
a member of the class of 1827, and a lawyer by profession. 
He was elected to the State Senate in 1854 and was chosen 
Speaker of that body. On December 4, 1854, when Governor 
Reid was elected United States Senator, Warren Winslow be- 
came Governor ex officio. He was a member of the House of 
Representatives three terms, 1855-61. He was appointed by 
the President of the United States as a special commissioner 
to Spain in regard to the "Black Warrior Affair." He was a 
Democrat and a secessionist. He was the author of several 
poems, one of them, '* Moonlight on Lake Waccamaw" being 
especially worthy of note. 

WooDFiN, Nicholas Washington. t 

The delegate from Buncombe was Nicholas Washington 
Woodfin. His ancestors emigrated to this country from Eng- 
land and were in very destitute circumstances. He was the 
fourth of twelve children born to John and Mary (Grady) 
Woodfin. He was born in the part of Buncombe, now Hen- 
derson county, January 29, 1810. His parents were unable to 
give him more than a common old field school education. At 
twenty he studied law under Governor Swain and upon attain- 
ing his majority he obtained his license and settled in Ashe- 
ville, where he soon built up a large practice. For ten years, 
(1844-'54), he represented his native county in the State Sen- 
ate. He was also a very successful farmer and delivered a 
number of addresses before agricultural societies, one before 
the American Agricultural Society at Ithaca, N. Y. He 
was a vestryman of the Episcopal Church. He was a Whig, 
and as such was opposed to secession until, Lincoln called on 
the South for troops. He died in Asheville May 23, 1876. 

♦Judge Buxton, Fayetteville; Wheeler's and Moore's History. 
fMiss Anna M. Woodfin, Asheville. 



CONVENTION OF 1861 91 

WooTEN, Richard.* 

Richard Wooten, of Columbus, was born March 14, 1798, in 
Lenoir county, and was the young-est son of Shade and Eliza- 
beth Wooten. His father was an officer under Caswell and 
took a very active part in the Battle of Moore's Creek Bridge. 
His grandfather. Council Wooten, came from Wales and landed 
on Roanoke Island in 1686. His mother was of Puritan descent 
and from Massachusetts. Shade Wooten moved to Colum- 
bus county in 1805. Richard Wooten served in the war 
of 1812 as a courier. He was elected to the House of Com- 
mons in 1819 before he was twenty-one and was re-elected in 
1820, '22, '24 and to the State Senate in 1846, '48 and '50. He 
believed in the right of secession, but did not advocate its ex- 
ercise until Lincoln made his demand for troops. He was a 
member of the Missionary Baptist Church. His death oc- 
curred on Janury 20, 1870. 

*E. C. Wooten, Prong. 

Note: To the sketch of William Foy should be appended the follow- 
ing^ foot note: C. D. Foy, Maysville; Col. John D. Whitford, New 
Berne. To John Hill, Dr. L. H. Hill, Germanton. 



OFFICERS OF THE CONVENTION.* 



Edwards, Wkldon Nathaniel, President, f 

Steele, Walter Leak.J 

Walter L. Steele, Principal Secretary of the Convention of 
1861, was a native of Richmond county, born at Steele's Mills, 
(now Little's Mills), on April 18, 1823. His parents were 
Thomas and Hannah (Pickett) Leak, both of Eng-lish ex- 
traction. He was educated partly at Randolph-Macon, at 
Wake Forest Colleg-e, and then at the University of North 
Carolina, where he was graduated in 1844. He was a member 
of the House of Commons in 1846-'48 and '50, and in 1854 and 
1856, and of the State Senate in 1858. He was a delegate to the 
National Democratic Convention at Charleston and Baltimore 
in 1860. He was elected Secretary of the Convention of 1861 
over James H. Moore, of Guilford, receiving ninety-six votes 
to nineteen for his opponent. § He was appointed Democratic 
candidate for Presidential Elector in the Sixth District in 1872; 
was a member of the Forty-fifth Congress and also of the 
Forty-Sixth, and during the latter part of his life was Presi- 
dent of the Pee Dee Manufacturing Company. He was by 
profession a lawyer. In politics he was a Democrat and in 
religion a Methodist. He died at John Hopkins Hospital, 
Baltimore, Maryland, on October 16, 1891. 

Edwards, Leonidas Compton.|| 

L. C. Edwards, son of Isham and Margaret (Campbell) Ed- 

*In the addition making one hundred aud forty-seven names, Mr. 
Syme is not included. This name makes a total of one hundred and 
forty-eight. 

f For sketch see p. 33. 

tGeo. S. Steele, Rockingham. 

^Journal of the Convention. 

llSelf, Oxford. 
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wards, was born in Person county on February 15, 1825. He 
was of extraction — Eng-lish and Scotch-Irish. He was educated 
at Leasburg, Caswell county, and at the University of North 
Carolina, where he graduated in 1844. He chose law as his 
profession and, soon after obtaining his license, became at- 
torney for the county of Person, which position he held until 
1852. He was elected Assistant Secretary of the Convention, 
receiving fifty-eight votes against thirty-three, twelve and 
eleven respectively for Messrs. J. A. Fox and J. A. Edwards, 
and S. A. Williams. Previous to the war he was a Whig of 
the Henry Clay school and since the war he has been a Re- 
publican in national politics. He was Reading Clerk of the 
Senate in 1868-'69 and State Senator from Granville in 
1870-'7l. Mr. Edwards has always believed that it was 
wrong for a State to secede. He is now and has been for 
many years a practicing attorney at Oxford. 

Page, James.* 

James Page, Principal Doorkeeper of the Convention of 
1861, was born in Randolph county on June 6, 1806. His 
father was Benjamin F. Page who married Sallie Doling, 
both of whom were natives of Virginia and of Scotch-Irish 
descent. When about twenty-five years of age, he was 
elected Doorkeeper of the State Senate and served almost con- 
tinuously in this capacity until elected Doorkeeper of the Con- 
vention. In 1862, he was elected Doorkeeper of the Confed- 
erate Senate in Richmond and served there until the close of 
the war. He also served on a like position once or twice in 
the State Senate after the war. In politics, he was an old 
time Whig, but later became a Democrat. He was a com- 
municant of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, At the 
time of his death, March 6, 1876, he was proprietor of a hotel 
in Asheboro. 

LoviLL, William REDFORD.t 
The Assistant Doorkeeper of the Convention was William 
♦James G. Steed, Steeds. 
tEdward F. lyovill, Boone. 
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Redford Lovill who was born in Surry county, April 15, 1813, 
and is still living in Vernon county, Missouri. William 
Lovill, whose wife was Sarah Poindexter was his father. 
Wm. R. Lovill's paternal grandfather emigrated from Corn- 
wall, England, to Surry county about 1760, and served in the 
Revolutionary war and in the House of Commons two times. 
Wm. R. Lovill served a number of times as doorkeeper of one 
or the other houses of the legislature before the war. He 
was a Whig before the war, and at first was opposed to seces- 
ion, but after Lincoln called for troops favored secession and 
armed resistance. He is a member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South. 

Syme, John William.* 

Printer to the Convention of 1861, was John William Syme, 
only child of Rev. Andrew and Jean Matherson (Cameron) 
Syme, born in Petersburg, Virginia, January 9, 1811. Andrew 
Syme was a native of Lanarkshire, Scotland, and his wife 
was the second daughter of Rev. John Cameron, one of the 
earliest ministers of the Episcopal Church in Colonial Vir- 
ginia. The preparatory training of John W. Syme was 
received at Partridge's Military School in Middletown, Con- 
necticut and from there, he went to William and Mary College 
where he was graduated. After studying law under his kins- 
man. Judge Fredrick Nash, at Hillsborough, he began the prac- 
tice in Petersburg, but soon embarked in the more congenial oc- 
cupation of editing a newspaper. His paper, * 'The Peters- 
burg Intelligencer," was for many years a leading Whig 
organ. He served for several terms in the Virginia legisla- 
ture. A number of Whigs persuaded him to remove to North 
Carolina, and assume the editorship of **The Raleigh Regis- 
ter," which position he accepted in 1856. Mr. Syme opposeJ 
secession until North Carolina seceded when he strongly strong- 
ly supported the Southern cause. In 1864 he returned to Peters- 
burg and began the publication of '*The Petersburg Regis- 
ter," but the life of this paper was of short duration, as the 
city was then in a state of siege. His death occurred in 
Petersburg on November 26, 1865. 

*W. L. Anderson, Raleigh. 



ROLL OF DELEGATES BY COUNTIES. 



Alamance — Thomas Ruf&n, Giles Mebane. 

Alexander — A. C. Stewart, A, M. Bog-le. 

Ashe and Alleghany — J, E- Foster. 

Anson — Albert Myers, J. A. Leak. 

Beaufort— W. J. Ellison, E. J. Warren, R. S. Donnell. 

Bertie — S. B. Spruill, James Bond. 

Bladen— Thomas D. McDowell, Neill Kelly. 

Brunswick — T. D. Meares. 

Buncombe — N. W. Woodfin. 

Burke— J. C. McDowell. 

Cabarrus — Caleb — Phifer. 

Caldwell— E. W. Jones. 

Camden — D. D. Ferebee. 

Carteret — Chas. R. Thomas. 

Caswell — Bedford Brown, J. A. Graves, Jas. E. Williamson. 

Catawba — P. C. Henkel, Georg^e Sitzer. 

Chatham — John Manning-, J. H. Headen. 

Chowan — R. Dillard. 

Cherokee — A. T. Davidson, J. H. Bryson. 

Cleveland— W, J. T. Miller, J. W. Tracy. 

Columbus — Rich ard W oot e n . 

Craven — George Green, J. D Whitford. 

Cumberland — David McNeill, Warren Winslow, M. J. Mc- 

Duffie. 
Currituck — H. M. Shaw, J B. Jones, D. McD. Lindsay. 
Davidson— B. C. Douthitt, B. A. Kittrell. 
Davie — Robert Sprouse. 

Duplin — W. J, Houston, James Dickson, J. T. Rhodes. 
Edgecombe — W. S. Battle, George Howard. 
Forsyth— R. L. Patterson, T. J. Wilson, D. H. Starbuck. 
Gaston — S. X. Johnston. 
Franklin — A. D. Williams. 
Gates— A. J. Walton, 
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Granville— T. L. Hargrove, S. S. Royster, A. W. Venable. 
T. B. Lyon. 

Greene — W. A. Darden. 

Guilford— R. P. Dick, J. A, Gilmer, Ralph Gorrell. 

Halifax— R. H. Smith, C. J. Gee, L. W. Batchelor. 

Harnett- A. S. McNeill. 

Haywood — William Hicks. 

Henderson — W. M. Shipp. 

Hertford — Kenneth Rayner. 

Hyde— E. N. Mann. 

Iredell — Anderson Mitchell, T. A. Allison. 

Jackson — W. H. Thomas. 

Johnston — C. B. Sanders. Wm. A. Smith. 

Jones — William Foy. 

Lenoir — J, C. Washing-ton. 

Lincoln — William Lander, David Schenck. 

Macon— C. D, Smith. 

Madison — J. A. McDowell. 

Martin — Asa Biggs, D. W. Bag-ley. 

Mecklenburg- — William Johnston, J. W, Osborne, P. C. Cald- 
well. 

Montg-omery — S. H. Christian. 

Moore — Hector Turner. 

Nash— A. H. Arrington, L. N. B. Battle. 

New Hanover — Wm. S. Ashe, R. H. Cowan, Robert Strang-e, 
J. L. Holmes. 

Northampton — D. A. Barnes, J. M. Moody. 

Onslow— E. W. Ward, A. J. Murrill. 

Orang-e — W. A. Graham, John Berry. 

Pasquotank — R. K. Speed. 

Perquimans — J. S. Cannon. 

Person — J. W. Cunningham. 

Pitt— Bryan Grimes, F, B. Saterthwaite, P. A. Atkinson. 

Randolph— W. J. Long, A. G. Foster. 

Richmond— W. F. Leak. 

Robeson— J. C. Fuller, J. C. Sutherland. 

Rockingham— D. S. Reid, E. T. Brodnax. 
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Rowan — Burton Craige, H. C. Jones, R. A. Caldwell. 
Rutherford — J, H. Carson, Micajah Durham, G. W. Michal. 
Sampson — Thomas Bunting, R. A. Moseley. 
Stanly — Eben Hearne. 
Stokes — John Hill, A. H. Joyce. 
Surry— T. V, Hamlin. 
Tyrrell— Eli Spruill. 
Union — H. M. Houston. 

Wake— G. E. Badger, K. P. Battle, W. W. Holden. 
Warren — Weldon N. Edwards, F. A. Thornton. 
Washing-ton — Wm. S. Pettigrew. 
Watauga — J. W. Councill. 
Wayne — Geo. V. Strong, E. A. Thompson. 
Wilkes — James Galloway, Peter Eller. 
Yadkin— R. F. Armfield. 
Yancey — M. P. Penland. 
7 



THE LEGISLATION OF THE COls^ YEl^TIOI^ 

OF 1861. 



BY KKMP P. BATTLE, LL.D., A DELEGATE FROM WAKE COUNTV. 



As Mr. McCormick, with creditable perseverance and accu- 
racy, has given sketches of the officers and delegates to the 
Convention of the State, which met on the 20th of May, 1861, 
with powers unrestricted, but with implied instructions to 
attempt to separate from the Federal Union,an act equivalent 
to a declaration of war, I deem it proper to chronicle the 
leading measures passed or rejected by that body. 

ITS SESSIONS. 

The Convention held four sessions. 

The first began on May 20th and ended June 28th, 1861, 

The second began November 18th and ended December 13th, 
1861. 

The third began January 20th and ended February 26th, 
1862. 

The fourth began April 21st and ended May 13th, 1862. 

The Convention passed a resolution* on April 30th 1862, to 
adjourn on the 12th of May following, subject to the call of 
President Edwards, and in case of his death, of Messrs. Gra- 
ham, Howard, Badger, Smith of Halifax, and Rayner, or a 
majority of them, at any time previous to November 1st, 1862, 
and th§it if not called together before that time, it should 
stand adjourned sme die. As it was not convened again, the 
final dissolution of the body was on November 1st, 1862. 

A similar resolution was adopted June 26th, 1861, fixing 
the date of reassembling on the third Monday of November of 
that year, unless sooner convened by the President, or in case 

* Journal of Convention, Fourth Session, p. 32. 
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of his death, by any three of the following" : Messrs. Ruffin, 
Graham, Brown, Osborne, Big-gs. 

A similar resolution was adopted in reg-ard to the third 
session. 

KULKvS OF ORDER. 

These were reported by a committee,* through ex-Governor 
Reid, Chairman. A few observations concerning them will 
sufi&ce. 

The order of motionst adopted varied from that of many 
other bodies. It was to adjourn, to lay on the table, to post- 
pone indefinitely, to postpone to a day certain, to commit, to 
amend. The motion for the previous question, which is in 
some manuals, was omitted. Some manuals also have the 
motion to postpone indefinitely at the end of the list. 

Each motion, as usual, had preference before all below it. 
The first and second were not debatable. "Motion to ad- 
journ is always in order." was one of the rules, yet in prac- 
tice, notwithstanding the word '* always," some business was 
required to intervene between two such motions. 

The president was expressly allowed to cast only one vote, 
and, if a tie resulted, the question was lost. 

Jefferson's Manual was prescribed as authority on points 
not covered by the rules. 

Any member could call for a count by rising and sitting, or 
by tellers. It took one fifth of those present to call for the 
yeas. and nays, whereas by the old Constitution two could do 
it in either branch of the General Assembly. 

I give some rulings in special cases. 

As soon as the president and principal secretary were 

elected,^ Mr. Badger offered his ** Ordinance of Revolution." 

Objection was made that he was premature, that the sergeant 

at arms and other officers had not been chosen. **I am in 

• order," said he. '* The Convention is organized. As soon as 

* Convention Journal, p. 19. 
f Convention Journal, p. 19. 
i Convention Journal; p. 6. 
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a body has a head to direct and a hand to record, it is organ- 
ized." He was sustained and Craig-e's Ordinance of Secession 
was offered and adopted as a substitute, the vote being taken 
after the election of the remaining officers. 

On another occasion* Mr. Badger contended that when the 
ayes and noes had not been called and recorded, any member, 
whether he voted with the majority or not, could make a mo- 
tion to reconsider. "We must go by the journal," said he, 
'* and that does not show any minority vote. When the ayes 
and noes are not called all are presumed to vote with the ma- 
jority." His position was accepted as correct. 

Mr. Badger was considered the best authority on parlia- 
mentary law, and I think ex-Governor Graham next. It was 
on Mr. Badger's motion * that a number of rules were added 
to those reported by ex-Governor Reid. Among them was one 
that every resolution and every report of a committee should 
lie over one day for consideration. 

The President was a good officer and his decisions were 
only twice overruled by the House, the points against him 
being taken by Mr. Badger. In the first instancef the Con- 
vention decided, that a motion to rescind a resolution to ad- 
journ, of which motion notice had been given the preceding 
day, was not bound to lie over for another day. In the sec- 
ond instance the decision that a motion to rescind a resolution 
of adjournment did not require three readings. It is fair to 
state that the President and his peculiar friends were desirous 
of adjourning on the day first agreed on and this wish may 
have biased his judgment. The vote on the first appeal was 
35 to 45 ; on the second 39 to 43, and on the question of re- 
scinding the adjournment resolution, 50 to 38. 

COMMITTEKS FROM TIME TO TIMK. 

The following is a list of the Chairmen of Committees. 
The President in the constitution of the committees, as a 

*The authority for this is iny recollection. 
fConvention Journal, 1st Session, p. 174. 
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rule, g-ave the first place, as well as the majority of the mem- 
bers, to the Original Secessionists, or those who acted with 
them. 

Burton Craige, and after his resignation, Ex-Chief Justice, 
Thomas Ruffin, on the Address to the People showing the 
propriety of the Ordinance of Secession. I think this com- 
mittee never reported, 

George Howard, on Military Affairs. 

Kenneth Rayner, on Finance. 

N. W. Woodfin, on the Supply of Salt. 

Asa Biggs, on Test Oaths. 

Wm. A. Graham, on the Legislative Department. 

George Howard, on the Executive Department. 

Thomas Ruffin, ex-Chief Justice, on the Judicial Depart- 
ment. 

James W. Osborne, on the Modes of Amending the Consti- 
tution. 

David Schenck, on the Stay Law. 

Wm. S. Pettigrew, on the Rights of Foreigners, Schools, &c. 

F. B. Satterthwaite, on Army Contracts. 

F. B. Satterthwaitc, on the Assumption of the Confederate 
Tax. 

Thomas Ruffin, ex-Chief Justice, on Taxation, Revenue, &c. 

John Manning, on the Coal Field Connection. 

Kenneth Rayner, (m the Political Status of Citizens of the 
State who Hold Office under the United States. Also on a 
Constitutional Amendment in regard to calling the ayes aud 
noes. 

Wm. J. Ellison, on the Bill of Rights. 

George V. Strong, on Lands in Haywood County belonging 
to Alien Enemies. 

R. F. Armfield, on Distilleries. 

Archibald D. Williams, on the Propriety of Enslaving Free 
Negroes. This committee did not report. 

George Howard, on Annual Elections and Sessions of the 
General Assembly. 

R. F. Armfield, on the 31st Section of the Constitution, in 
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relation to clerg-ymeti being- members of the General As- 
sembly. 

Wm. H. Thomas, of Jackson, on the Basis of Representa- 
tion, on Justices of the Peace, and on Public Schools. 

W. J. Headen, on Property Qualifications for Ofi&ce. 

THE ORDINANCE OF SECESSION AND THE ADOPTION OF THE 
* CONFEDERATE CONSTITUTIONS. 

As stated by Mr. McCormick the Secession Ordinance was 
passed and ratified on the 20th of May, 1861.* On the next 
day all the 120 delegates publicly signed the same, the Con- 
vention ordering it to be deposited in the office of the Secre- 
tary of State. 

The Provisional Constitution! of the Confederate States 
was adopted on the 20th of May, but, strangely, was not rati- 
fied until the 20th of June. The motion ;{: to refer it to a vote 
of the people failed 72 to 34. 

The Ordinance^ adopting the Permanent Constitution of 
the Confederate States, passed on the 6th of June and was rati- 
fied June 19th, 1861. The motion, by ex-Governor Graham, 
to add a proviso, that full provision should be made for the 
representation of North Carolina in proportion to popula- 
ion, in presidential and congressional elections, was neg- 
atived, 39 to 79. The motion to restrict speeches on the 
adoption of the Constitution, failed by 60 to 50. The motion 
to refer the Constitution to a vote of the people was nega- 
tived, 38 to 75. A motion to give the State the right to 
secede, whenever in her opinion the powers conferred on the 
Confederate States should be perverted to the injury of her 
people, received 26 votes for, to 88 against it. The vote for 
the Constitution on its adoption** was 117 to 0. The three 
absent members favored it. 

*Convention Journal, 1st Session, p. 26. 
fConvention Ordinances, p. 30. 
^Convention Journal, 1st Session, p. 17. 
Reconvention Journal, pp. 69-73. 
■^^Convention Ordinances, p. 28; 
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It was evident that those who favored restricting* debate, 
and, on the other preliminary questions, voted in the neg^a- 
tive, desired to show their confidence in the Confederate 
Government by immediate and unconditional ratification. 
After this was accomplished, they favored the passag'e of the 
Ashe resolution. 

The Ashe resolution clearly claimed the rig-ht of secession 
for cause deemed adequate by a state in convention assembled, 
and that the powers conferred emanated from the people of 
the state in its sovereig'n capacity. The motion to suspend 
the rules for its consideration failed, 49 to 53.* Subsequent- 
ly the motion to lay it on the table received a tie vote SS to 
55, and therefore failed. A special order coming on displaced 
the resolution and it was not called up again. The bulk of 
the opposition to its passage came from the*'* Old Union" 
men. 

CONvSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS. 

Ordinance to define! and punish treason against the State. 
Its terms are identical with those in the Federal Constitution. 

The question of the taxation^ of slaves according to their 
value, instead of by a per capita tax only on those between 
the ages of 12 and 50, which was the chief issue in the state 
political campaign of 1860, was settled by a constitutional 
amendment requiring that land and slaves should be taxed 
according to their value, and that the capitation tax on free 
males between 21 and 45 years of age should be the same as 
that on $300 worth of those properties. 

As Jews§ volunteered in the army and subscribed money 
for the war with as much alacrity as Christians, the clause of 
the Constitution debarring them from office, was changed to 
debar only those denying '* the divine authority of both the 
Old and New Testaments." 

■^Convention Journal, First Session, p. 74, 
f Convention Ordinances, p. 7. 
^.Convention Ordinances, p. 32. 
^Convention Ordinances, p. 56. 
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Another constitutional change* required one fifth of the 
members present in the Senate and House of Representatives, 
to call the ayes and noes. 

The provisiont to prohibit United States' officers from 
holding office in North Carolina was changed so as to apply 
the prohibition to Confederate States' officers. 

The additional qualification^ of six months residence in the 
Senatorial district, was required of voters for Senators. The 
amendment of 1857 required residence for twelve months in 
the State only. 

The Convention^ conferred on North Carolina officers and 
Holdiers, in or out of the State, the right to vote for represen- 
tatives in Congress, Presidential electors and state and county 
officers. Three freeholders of each company, under direction 
of the commander of the regiment, held the election and cer- 
tified the returns. 

The Ordinance** allowing citizens, entitled to vote for Gov- 
ernor in the county of their domicile, to vote in any county in 
the State, was made permanent during the continuance of 
the war, and was therefore virtually a part of the Constitu- 
tion. 

It was voted by 93 to 18 that a seat in the Confederate 
Congress was incompatible witli a seat in the Convention, 
and all the delegates elected to the Provisional Congress 
promptly sent in their resignations. 

Near the close of the Fourth Session, in May 1862, the Con- 
vention designated the following ordinances as being perma- 
nent and irrepealable.tt 

I. The Ordinance to dissolve the Union. 

II. The Ordinance defining treason against the State. 

III. The Ordinance ratifying the Provisional Constitution 
of the Confederate States, 

*Convention Ordinances, p. 56. 
f Convention Ordinances, p. 29. 
j:Convention Ordinances, p. 158. 
^Convention Ordinances, p. 40. 
♦♦Convention Ordinances, p. 165. 
ttConvention Ordinances, p. 147. 
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IV. The Ordinatire ratifying- the Constitution of the Con- 
federate States. 

V. The Ordinance to amend the 4th Section of the 4th 
Article of the Amendments to the Constitution of the State. 
(Substituting- Confederate for United States. ) 

VI. The Ordinance in relation to Taxation. (Taxing- 
slaves as property.) 

VII. The Ordinance securing- to certain officers and sol- 
diers the rig-ht to vote. 

VIII. The Ordinance in relation to taking the yeas and 
nays in the General Assembly. 

IX. The Ordinance to amend the 2nd Section of the 4th 
Article of the Amendment to the Constitution. (Allowing- 
Jews to hold office.) 

X. The Ordinance in relation to Electors of the Senate. 
(Requiring- six months residence in the district. ) 

XI. The Ordinance concerning the election of Governor. 
(Requiring- election on 1st Thursday in August, 1863.) 

XII. The Ordinance to allow certain persons (refugees) 
to vote for Governor in any other county than that in which 
they reside. 

The Convention claimed and exercised* authority over the 
General Assembly by changing the date of their adjourned 
session from June 25th to August 15th, 1861, as well as by 
repealing or modifying some of their acts. By expressly 
giving that body the power to repeal or modify certain ordi- 
nances, it seems to have been claimed, that without such 
authority they would be irrepealable. Most lawyers, however, 
seemed to hold that an ordinance, in the nature of legislation, 
not made a part of the Constitution, would have no more 
sanctity than an act of Assembly. 

The construction^: had been placed on the State Constitu- 
tion that Governor Henry T. Clark, the successor, as Speaker 
of the Senate, of Governor Ellis, deceased, could hold the ex- 
ecutive office only while he continued to be such Speaker, 

♦Ordinances of Convention, p. 7. 
JConvention Ordinances, p. 141. 
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that is, until the election day, the first Thursday in Aug-ust, 
1862, As the Governor then elected would not be inaugu- 
rated until the 1st day of January, 1863, there would be an 
interregnum. To prevent this the Convention requ'red the 
term of the new Governor to beg^in on the second Monday in 
September 1862, and Governor Clark to continue in his office 
until'that day. Colonel Z. B. Vance was elected over Col. 
Wm. Johnston. 

TROOPS, &C., FOR THE CONFEDERACY. 

Early in June, 1861, in secret session, ex-Chief Justice Ruf- 
fin and ex-Governor Graham were appointed a committee to 
confer with President Davis in relation to the transfer of the 
military and naval forces of North Carolina to the Confeder- 
acy. * President Davis announced that, in accordance with 
his construction of an act of the Provisional Congress, in ac- 
cepting such transfer, the Confederate Government would ap- 
point all paymasters, quartermasters, commissaries and sur- 
geons, as well as generals of brigades and divisions. More- 
over, he stated that for the future he would make requisition 
on the States by companies and issue commissions to their of- 
ficers, where the requisite number of men should be furnished. 
The committee deemed it proper to declare their opinion that 
both these measures were unconstitutional, the States having 
the right to appoint all officers, but the convention took no 
official notice of their protest. 

The ordinance! of transfer was ratified on the 27th of June, 
1861. The ten regiments of ''State troops," enlisted for the 
war, were ordered to be turned over by regiments, and recruit- 
ing for them to cease August 2<)th following, The same dis- 
position was to be made of naval forces and vessels, the vessels 
not accepted to be sold. 

President Davis, having intimated that he would accept two 
thousand volunteers for twelve months in addition to the four 
twelve months regiments then in the Confederate service, the 

♦Convention Documents. 

f Convention Ordinances, p. 37 . 
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same were directed to be turned over to the Confederacy to- 
gether with such others as the President, on a second tender, 
mig-ht be willing- to accept, and all others were discharged on 
the 20th August. 

The Military Board was abolished on the same date, but 
the Military Secretary was continued until September 20th for 
settlement of military accounts. 

On the 14th of February, * 1862, in order to meet the requi- 
sitions of the Confederate (rovernment then and thereafter to 
be made, the duty was imposed upon the Governor to call for 
volunteers for not exceeding three years, to be discharged 
sooner if the war should not continue so long. He was in- 
structed also to call upon the counties to furnish their quotas 
by volunteering. 

The Governor was further required to call upon the captains 
of twelve months volunteer companies to make known to them 
that it was the earnest desire of the Convention and of the 
people of North Carolina that they should enlist for three 
years or the war, and to put the question to each man indi- 
vidually as to whether he would enlist, and then to take his 
written agreement in case of consent. 

All volunteer companies re-enlisting could retain their ex- 
isting organizations, or reorganize at their option, electing 
new officers. The Governor was also authorized to appoint 
captains and lieutenants to recruit men for three years or the 
war, provided that a captain must secure forty privates, a 
first lieutenant twenty-five, and a second lieutenant fifteen 
privates. 

Future vacancies'!" in company offices were to be filled by 
promotion of those next in grade. 

As a further inducement a bounty of S50 was ofifered to all 
non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates for enlist- 
ments for the term mentioned. 

Also the Confederate Congress^ was recommended to ofiFer 

* Convention Ordinances, pp. 116-118. 
fConvention Ordinances, p. 113. 
jConvention Ordinances, p. 127. 
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inducements, by bounties and pensions, by keeping the com- 
panies tog-ether and allowing the men to elect their officers, to 
the one year volunteers in order to persuade them to re- 
enlist. 

Afterwards* on May 12th of the same year, the $50 bounty 
was more specifically decided to be paid, to all volunteers be- 
tween eighteen and thirty- five for three years or the war, in- 
cluding those accepted by the Confederacy and credited to 
North Carolina, to all volunteers of the same ages for less 
than three years or the war, who may continue in service by 
virtue of the Conscription Act ; to all persons, substitutes ex- 
cepted, mustered into companies already organized under the 
said act ; to all volunteers over thirty-five, and under eighteen 
declining to be discharged as allowed by said act, and all 
who volunteered after February 19th 1862. 

The lands on whicht were situate forts, light-houses, bea- 
cons, marine hospitals, the mint in Charlotte and arsenal in 
Fayetteville, were vested in the Confederate States on the 
same terms as they were held by the United States. 

The Confederate Congress^ was by resolution requested to 
reopen the mints of the South. This request was never com- 
plied with. 

The State Librarian^ was ordered to transmit a set of the 
North Carolina Supreme Court Reports to the Department of 
Justice of the Confederacy. 

On the 6th of December 1861,** on motion of an old Union 
man, Mr. Hamilton C. Jones, the Convention reiterated its 
confidence in the justice of the Confederate cause, declaring 
that all sacrifices should be made for independence, and de- 
scribing in lurid terms '' the cruel and barbarous manner in 
which our enemies have carried on the war" * * '*in 
which robbery and arson are principal means of aggression". 

*Convention Ordinances, p. 163. 
tConvention Ordinances, p. 36. 
^Convention Ordinances, p. 108. 
^Convention Ordinances, p. 49. 
♦^Convention Ordinances, p. 51. 
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"Our separation is final." Full confidence in President Da- 
vis was expressed as well as gratitude to our soldiers. 

STATE MII.ITARY MEASURES. 

Governor Ellis, On May 27th, 1861, reported that there were 
10,717 volunteers already accepted. The 10,000 State troops, 
enlisted for the war, had not been entirely raised. He esti- 
mated that, including" these latter, 15,350 troops will be needed 
for State defence to cost $6,625,000 per annum, but it is certain 
that the Confederate States will accept and pay one regiment 
of cavalry, one of artillery and twelve regiments of infantry, 
leaving- for this State $3,120,968. 

From the arsenal at Fayetteville had been obtained 33,314 
of best muskets and 3,686 Mississippi rifles, of which were 
sent to Virginia 9,500. There were also one field battery, 6 
bronze cannon, and 2 iron 6-pounder field guns. 

There had been purchased of J. R. Anderson & Co., (Trede- 
gar Iron Works), of Richmond, Va., 9 cannon of different 
sizes. Port Caswell had 24 guns, (cannon) ordered and 20 
more 32-pounders on the way, and 500 troops. 

Fort Johnston had 280 troops and 6 cannon, Bolle's Bat- 
tery, at Confederate Point, had 60 troops and 3 cannon. Rad- 
clifife Battery, 60 troops with 2 cannon and 150 more troops at 
Wilmington. Fort Point below New Berne had 46 cannon, 
troops not mentioned. Ocracoke had 1 cannon in position, 
with 14 on the way, one a long 68-pounder. Hatteras had 16 
cannon,' with 4 long 68-pounders on the way. Fort Macon, 
4 Columbiads reported, a number of 32's and 64's not report- 
ed, **but the position fully armed." 

Of the officers of the army of the United States there were 
thirty-five appointed from North Carolina, of whom thirty- 
one were natives. Fourteen had tendered their services to 
the State, These were Major Theo. H. Holmes, Captains R. 
C. Gatling, R. C. Campbell, Robert Ransom. First Lieuten- 
ants, George B. Anderson, W. D. Pender, R. H. Riddick. 
Second-Lieutenants, Jos. P. Jones, Sol. Williams, Alexander 
McRae, Lawrence S. Baker, Gabriel H, Hill, S. D. Ramseur, 
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R. C. Hill. Besides these Captain John H. Winder, of 
Maryland, Major James A. Bradford, of Tennessee, and Sec- 
ond Lieutenant W. G. Robison, born in Canada, but appoint- 
ed from North Carolina, had also tendered their services. 

Of the cadets of the United States Military Academy at 
West Point the following* had resig-ned and tendered their 
services. Alexander D. Moore, James E. Craige, George S. 
Lovejoy, Oliver C. Petway, Paul F. Faison, George W. Clay- 
ton, Robert B. Cowan. John W. Lea. 

Of those in the Naval Academy at Annapolis, Wm. F. 
Moore, Thomas S. Galloway, Fisk. 

The following officers of the navy of the United States re- 
signed and tendered their services: Commanders John Man- 
ning and Wm. T* Muse, Lieutenants John T. Cook, W. E. 
Boudinot, John N. Maffit, Peter U. Murphy, Paymaster 
John Johnson; Professor of Mathematics A. W. Lawrence; 

Lieutenant of Marines, W W. Kirkland, and Master 

Kerr, Third Lieutenant in Revenue Service M. W. Brown. 

Steamers Ellis and Albemarle were purchased and steamer 
Kehukee chartered by the State.* 

In June, 1861, f the Governor was authorized to accept a 
half regiment, or battalion, of cavalry for the war, in addi- 
tion to the regiment already raised. 

Also recruitsj were authorized to be raised for the 1st Reg- 
iment of Volunteers, which regiment was authorized to in- 
scribe *' Bethel " on its colors. § 

The Governor was empowered,** in his discretion, to trans- 
fer to Col. Wharton J. Green's Independent Regiment of Vol- 
unteers, certain companies, provided that no person should be 
so transferred without his written consent. 

On the 12th of December, 1862,tt the Governor was author- 
ized to receive a twelve months Battalion of Infantry, from 

♦Convention Documents, 
f Convention Ordinances, p. 30. 
:{Convention Ordinances, p. 31. 
^Convention Ordinances, p. 6. 
♦♦Convention Ordinances, p. 50 and 55. 
ttConvention Ordinances, p. 74. 
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volunteers, who had belong-ed to the LaFayette Light Infantry, 
and the Independent Light Infantry, of Fayetteville, which 
companies had belonged to the First, or Bethel, Regiment, 
with the right to be enlarged to a regiment, and to elect its 
own officers, but the battalion or regiment was to be trans- 
ferred to the Confederate Government as soon as practicable. 

On the 21st of January, 1862,* in anticipation of the ex- 
pected advance of the Federals, the Governor was authorized 
to order out such portions of the militia as he might deem 
necessary to repel the invasion of the State, Shortly before 
that datef the Convention ordained that the militia should 
not be required to assemble for drill and muster more than 
once in each month, except for battalion or regimental mus- 
ter. 

The militia, J while in service, were to receive the same pay 
as volunteers. 

The Governor, § in February, 1862 was authorized to raise 
three companies of artillery for the defence of Wilmington, 

The State Quartermasters and Commissaries** were ordered 
to provide for North Carolina Volunteers, necessarily detain- 
ed at rail-road stations. 

Five thousand copiesft of the Confederate States Army Reg- 
ulations were ordered to be printed for the use of the troops 
of this State. 

A State FlagJI was adopted; a red field with a white star in 
the centre; above the star, ''May 20th, 1775 "and below it 
•*May 20th, 1861." There were two bars of equal width, the 
upper blue, the lower, white. 

Wm. R. Lovell§§ was paid $82 for advances by him for the 
use of sick soldiers at Manassas. 

*Ordinances of Convention, p. 79. 
f Ordinances of Convention, p. 68. 
^Ordinances of Convention, p. 33. 
§Ordinances of Convention, p. 114. 
**Convention Ordinances, p. 116. 
tfConvention Ordinances, p. 8. 
tJConvention Ordinances, p. 32. 
igConvention Ordinances, p. 121. 
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Rev. F. V. Hoskins* was allowed $100 for two months ser- 
vices as Chaplain to the 7th Reg-iment of North Carolina 
Volunteers, while prisoners of war in 1861. And Rev. Mor- 
ris H. Vaughanf the same amount for like service of two 
months at Roanoke Station in the same year. 

FINANCIAL LEGISLATION. 

The following legislation* shows the estimated expendi- 
tures submitted to the Convention in May, 1861. It certainly 
quickened the desire of the Convention for turning over 
troops to the Confederacy. 

' In the Field. 

One regiment of artillery, S 267,290 

One regiment of cavalry, 352,548 

Eight regiments of infantry at S240,348, 1,922,184 

Four volunteer regiments of infantry, 961,342 



3,504,084 



For the Reserve, 



One regiment of cavalry, 352,546 

Five regiments of infantry, 1,201,740 



Total reserve. 1,554,288 
Aggregate expense of the fourteen regiments in 

the field and six regiments in reserve, 5,058,702 

Clothing 15,350 men at $30 each, 460,500 

Accoutrements $5 each, 76,750 

Horses 1191 at $150 each, $188,650 

Value at end of two years, two-thirds, 119.100 59,550 

Fixed ammunition, 427,126 

Bounty and contingencies, 427,126 

Twenty chaplains, $1800 each, 36,000 

Sixty surgeons and assistant surgeons, 91,200 

*Convention Ordiuances, p. 145. 
f Convention Ordinances, p. 143. 
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General stafiP, including commissary's quartermas- 
ter's, paymaster's and commander-in-chief s- 
stafif, 53,916 

Add estimate for tents, transportation and contin- 
gencies, makes a total, 6,500,000 
Add estimates for naval expenditures, 125,000 
And the grand total was 6,625,000 
Assuming that the Confederate Government would assume 
the pay and subsistence of the fourteen regiments in actual 
service, the expense to the state was estimated at $3,120,986 
In February, 1862, the Committee of Finance, through Ray- 
ner, Chairman, reported the actual monthly expenses, as fol- 
lows : I omit cents. 



Disbursements for military 


Disbursements for other 


purposes. 


purposes. 


April, 1861, $ 6,295 


April, 1861, $ 29,316 


May, " 296,001 


May, " ' 64,200 


June, " 447,309 


June, " 286,240 


July, " 525,436 


July, " 69,939 


Aug., " 392,944 


Aug., " 46,897 


Sep., " 501,025 


Sep., " 48,687 


Oct., " 590,173 


Oct., " 75,958 


Nov., " 406,184 


Nov., " 68,293 


Dec, " . 385,736 


Dec, " 44,878 


Jan., 1862, 425.856 


Jan., 1862, 189,293 



Total, $3,976,934 Total, 8923,707 

The Committee state further that there was a very large 
amount of outstanding claims, not yet audited. The bounty of 
$50 to each of 38,000 troops would alone amount to $1,900,000. 
They estimated that the expenditures for the rest of the year 
would probably be greater than for the past year, owing to the 
preparations on an enlarged scale for the defense of the State 
and for a more vigorous prosecution of the war. 

The Committee did not state what portion of the foregoing 
expenses would be repaid by the Confederate Government. 

*Conveiition Documents. 
8 
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The Convention* showed extreme anxiety for protection of 
the eastern section. The consideration of the Permanent Con- 
federate Constitution was postponed for many days in order 
to discuss the the ways and means. An Ordinance was rati- 
fied on the 28th of June, 1861, for the purpose of providing 
adequate means. It is a fair sample of the financial legisla- 
tion of the war. 

$3,200,000 was appropriated to meet the demands of the 
Treasury for two years. This sum was to be raised as fol- 
lows: $200,000 by issuing notes, payable on January 1, 1866, 
to bearer, designed to circulate as money, viz, $40,000 ten 
cent, $60,000 twenty five cent, and $100,000 fifty cent 
notes. 

The public Treasurer to borrow from the banks, or private 
individuals, not over $3,000,000, including what had been 
loaned by the banks under Act, ratified April 11th, 1861. 
This act was repealed. 

To enable the Treasurer to borrow this money he was au- 
thorized to issue six per cent twelve months bonds. If he 
could not pay the same at maturity he was empowered to 
renew on terms deemed by him best, or negotiate new loans 
at his discretion. 

The banks, who should lend such part of the three million 
dollars as was proportionate to their capital, were authorized 
to issue $1, $2 and $2}i bills, equal to five per cent of their 
capital stock paid in, and were relieved of the obligation to 
pay specie on any of their circulating notes during the con- 
tinuance of the loan. 

Falsely counterfeiting, or passing, state treasury notes was 
to be punished by standing one hour in the pillory, and re- 
ceiving thirty nine lashes on bare back, and being imprisoned 
not less than three years, all or any such punishments at the 
discretion of the court. 

On the 1st of December,! 1871, the Convention, in order to 
meet the demands on the treasury up to January 1st, 1863, 

♦Convention Ordinances, p. 42. 
tConvention Ordinances, p. 57. 
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authorized the issue of three millions of dollars of circulating 
notes payable to bearer, on or before January 1st, 1865, to 
bear six per cent, interest. They were receivable for taxes 
and other state dues and exchangeable for six per cent, thirty 
years coupon bonds, at the option of the holder. The denom- 
inations were as follows : 



$5 notes, 


$400,000. 


10 


400,000. 


20 ' '* 


400,000. 


50 


800,000. 


100 ** 


500,000, 


200 


500,000. 



If any of these should be paid into the treasury they were 
to be cancelled but other notes were to be issued in their 
place. 

There were to be the same penalties for counterfeiting and 
passing these as in the case of the first issue. 

On the 25th of January, 1862,* the provision for interest 
was stricken out, and the amounts of the several denomina- 
tions changed, so that one half of the whole was to be of $5s, 
one fourth $10sand one fourth $20s, the object of course being 
to make them acceptable as a circulating medium. The re- 
sult, however, was that long before the war closed these notes 
were largely hoarded, as being of superior value to Confeder- 
ate notes. 

The ordinance in June, 1861, at first met with some criti- 
cism as being against the Provisional Constitution, but as it 
was passed after the ratification of the Permanent Constitu- 
tion, which contained no prohibition against the issue of bills 
of credit, the objection did not hold. 

There was excited discussion about removing the interest 
bearing feature from the issues of December. Mr. Woodfin 
championed the affirmative. He was aided by Mr. Thomp- 
son, of Wayne and others. The chief argument was that the 
payment of interest caused the notes to be hoarded, and 

*Convention Ordinances, p. 79. 
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where this was not done, their free circulation was impeded 
by the difficulty of circulation among plain people. Messrs. 
Ruffin, Graham and others opposed the change. It prevail- 
ed by 78 to 13. 

On the 6th of December, 1861,* Col. Dennis D. Ferebee was 
sent as a commissioner to arrange with the Confederate Gov- 
ernment for the payment by the State of the Confederate tax 
of fifty cents on each $100 worth of property. 

On the 17th of February, 1862,t the Convention assumed 
the payment of the Confederate tax. Treasury notes, bear- 
ing seven per cent interest, convertible into seven per cent 
coupon bonds, were to be issued for raising the amount due. 
A special tax was levied on the subjects taxed by the Confed- 
eracy. 

On the 26th of February, 1862,t the notes issued already 
were authorized to be funded in eight per cent, coupon bonds, 
also to be receivable for taxes and other public dues. When 
received into the treasury they could be paid out again. 
$2,500,000 additional notes were ordered to be issued, of 
which $1,000,000 was to be of the denominations of $2, $1, 
fifty cents, twenty-five cents and ten cents. It was made un- - 
lawful for sherifiFs and tax-collectors to receive the notes of 
banks refusing to take in and pay out State treasury notes. 

Shortly before the final adjourment further provision was 
made for the public treasury by the issue of additional treas- 
ury notes, aggregating $2,000,000, viz: 
$800,000 in five dollars, 
700,000 in ten dollars, 
500,000 in twenty dollars, 
10,000 in five cents, 
10,000 in ten cents. 

Authority was given to the public treasurer to employ clerks 
for signing the notes. 

He was further authorized to borrow any part of the 

*Convention Ordinances, p. 56. 
fConvention Ordinances, p. 115. 
:(Convention Ordinances, p. 129. 
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$2,000,000 in advance of issuing the notes, to bepaid by them 
when duly signed, 

A tax on money on hand* equal to that at interest was im- 
posed, the rate being one fifth of one per cent. This was in 
February, 1862. 

The commissioners of Wilmington! were authorized on 
February 26, 1862, to borrow money for fortifying and 
defending the city and obstructing the river, but no ob- 
structions could be placed without the consent of the Confed- 
erate officer in command. The same privilege was extended 
to New Berne, Washington, and other towns asking for it. 

On FebruaryJ 21st, 1862, a tax was levied of thirty cents 
per gallon on spirituous liquors made of grain until April 
15th, 1862. After that such manufacture was prohibited and 
made a misdemeanor. A tax of one dollar a gallon was levied 
on spirituous liquors of all kinds made out of the State and 
sold therein. 

The exemption from taxation § of $500 worth of property of 
each tax-payer, granted at the Second Extra session, 1861, of 
the General Assembly, was repealed. 

The volunteers** in the army were relieved of all poll tax 
for 1861 and all preceding years. 

BOARD OF CI.AIMS, 

A Board of Claims, ft three in number, was formed to audit 
all claims for advancements by counties, towns or individuals 
for troops prior to their being turned over to the Confederate 
government. They were to act on '' principles of equity and 
justice." They were to take an oath of office and have power 
to administer oaths and require affidavits. A clerk at $4 per 
day was allowed. They were to receive $6 per day, the Gov- 

*Convention Ordinances, p. 127. 
fConvention Ordinances, p. 128. 
^Convention Ordinances, p. 119. 
gConvention Ordinances, p. 82. 
♦♦Convention Ordinances, p. 35. 
ffConvention Ordinances, p. 5. 
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ernor to fill vacancies, and their findings to be reported to the 
Convention for payment. The ordinance was to expire on 
September, IS, 1861. 

On December 11, 1861, the ordinance was extended to Janu- 
ary 1st, 1863,* with the added duty to pass upon accounts of 
disbursing ofl&cers and agents, to report all guilty of fraud to 
the Governor for dismissal, and to the Attorney General for 
criminal prosecution. 

The Board was vested with the power of compelling at- 
tendance of witnesses, production of papers and enforcing an- 
swers by process of contempt. Disbursing ofl&cers were to 
make quarterly statements with vouchers. It was required 
also to make semi-annual reports to the Governor of the con- 
dition of the finances with suggestions, he to lay the same be- 
fore the Legislature. The commissioners were to be paid 
$2,000 per annum. They were to prepare the claims of this 
State against the Confederacy with proper vouchers. 

Subsequently the Boardf was directed in the recess of the 
Convention and after its adjournment to report to the General 
Assembly. 

The reports to the Conveutiou may be found on pages 62 to 
68, 123 to 127, 145, 146 to 149, and p. 162 of the ordinances. 

The votes for Commissioners J of the Board of Claims were: 



071 the First Ballot. 




B. F. * Moore 


received 48 votes, 


P. H. Winston, Jr. 


■ 


37 


( 


R. B. Vance, 


(( 


11 


( 


John H. Dillard, 


tt 


26 


u 


V, A. McBee, 


( t 


17 


( 


Thomas S. Ashe, 


(( 


24 


u 


John Manning 


( t 


17 


u 


S. F. Phillips, 


t ( 


42 


( 


John Norfleet, 


( t 


15 


( 



*Convention Ordinances, p. 75. 

f Convention Ordinances, pp. 45-145. 

JConvention Journal, p. 129. 
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R. L. Patterson, received 20 votes, 
Joseph B. Batchelor, '' 33 
Patrick Murphy, '* 17 

M. B. Lanier, '* 4 

J. J. Erwin, " 6 

As 104 voted there was no election. 

On the Seco7id Ballot. 

B. F. Moore, received 56 votes. 

P. H. Winston, Jr., '' 51 

S. F. Phillips, '' 49 

J. B. Batchelor, '' 46 

J. H. Dillard, '* 37 

The others, " under 30. 
B. F. Moore was elected. 

On the Third Ballot. 

S. F. Phillips received 65 votes. 

P. H. Winston, Jr , *' 63 " 

J, H. Dillard, '* 39 

J. B. Batchelor, *' 40 

Winston and Phillips were elected. 
All the men voted for had high reputation for character 
and business sense. The decisions of the board met with uni- 
versal approval. 

SALT AND OTHER WORKS. 

The Committee on salt for the people* reported, through 
Mr, N. W. Woodfin, Chairman, that 500,000 bushels for one 
year were required, and that only 100,000 bushels were on 
hand; at least 300,000 bushels would be needed in six or 
eight weeks ; that it was necessary to manufacture it on the 
sea-coast out of sea-water, because the only interior source of 
supply was at the works near Abingdon, Virginia. These 
furnished 2500 bushels a day, but that was only one tenth of 

♦Convention Documents. 
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the demand. Fortified bj a letter from Dr. E. Emmons, the 
State Geologist, the opinion was expressed that salt could be 
made at the sea-coast at not over two dollars a bushel, even 
in winter. Dr. Emmons stated further that the French con- 
sume 14 pounds to the individual, and the English 22 and 
North Carolinians between these amounts. 

An ordinance* was offered providing that the State should 
undertake the work through a Commissioner, elected by the 
Convention. Ex-Gk)vernor Grahamf moved a substitute, to 
encourage the manufacture by private citizens, by giving a 
bounty of one dollar per bushel for one thousand bushels 
made in December, provided the product should be olBPered for 
sale at a price not exceeding two dollars per bushel, and sev- 
enty five cents bounty for a like amount made in February. 
This was rejected and the original ordinance, amended so as 
to allow the Commissioner discretion to establish works else- 
where than on the sea-coast, was passed by nearly four to 
one, and proved to be a most beneficent measure. 

Dr. John Milton Worth, J was elected over Phil. B. Haw- 
kins, Edward Wood, E. W^ Bagley and Benjamin L. Perry, 
Mr. Hawkins receiving the next highest vote. 

The Justices of the Peace were to distribute the salt, at 
cost price. It was made a misdemeanor to buy any for resale. 
The salary of the Commissioner was fixed at $1500 per an- 
num. 

Afterwards, on the 9th of May,§ 1862, the Commissioner 
was vested with the extraordinary power, in case he could 
not agree with the owner of land needed for making salt, or 
for right of way to the works, as to the price thereof, to in- 
stitute proceedings of condemnation of the same under the 
right of eminent domain. Like power was conferred upon 
him, in case he should deem it advisable to bore for salt. 

He was also empowered to employ free negroes on the salt 

♦Convention Ordinances, p. 62. 
t Convention Journal, p. 49. 
[(Convention Ordinances, p. S3. 
^Convention Ordinances, p. 151. 
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works, and if he could not obtain as many as he needed, the 
Governor was required to impress them. 

All persons employed on the salt works were exempt from 
military or militia duty. 

The Governor* was requested to take steps for the manu- 
facture of sulphur and saltpetre for the use of the State, and 
to call upon the Confederate Government for ammunition for 
state militia and other forces. 

On the 30th of January, 1862,t the President and opera- 
tives, to the number of six, of a company chartered to make 
salt in Chatham county, were exempted from militia duty. ' 

The members of the Society of FriendsJ were exempted 
from military duty on payment of $100. Those unable to 
pay were authorized to be employed on the salt works or in 
the hospitals. 

The manufacture of cotton and wool cards§ was sought to 
be encouraged by offering to lend the cost of establishing 
such works not to exceed $10,000. 

FOKESTALI.ING AND REGRATING. 

On the 11th of December, 1861,** an interesting, but unsuc- 
cessful effort was made to stop speculation during the war in 
'' corn or other grain growing in the field, or anv other corn 
or grain, pork or beef, fish salted or smoked, cheese, fish, cof- 
fee, sugar, tea, salt, saltpetre, or other dead victuals, and 
♦also leather." The ordinance was drawn with care by Mr. 
Badger, and proposed by him. He afterwards offered an 
amendment to the effect that indictments under the ordinance 
might be instituted on information by the State Solicitor, 
with a promise of a $20 fee in case of conviction. The friends 
of grand juries voted this down, whereupon the ordinance 
passed by 60 to 39. ft 

♦Convention Ordinances, p. 114. 
fConvention Ordinances, p. 82. 
tConvention Ordinances, p. 164. 
^Convention Ordinances, p. 122. 
**Convention Ordinances, p. 69. 
ttConvention Journal, Second Session, p. 75. 
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The following is the substance of the offences denounced :* 

(a) Engrossing by any one or getting into his hands, in 
any way, except by producing, any of the aforesaid articles 
with any other intent than for his own use, or that of his 
family, &c., or for sale at reasonable prices, or for giving to 
the poor. 

(d) Having any of said articles not for home consumption, 
or resale at reasonable prices, or charity, and refusing to sell 
at reasonable prices to those desiring to buy for home use, or 
for charity. 

(c) In any way advising another to raise prices of said 
articles, or dissuading from bringing the same to market. 

(rf) Entering into an agreement not to sell but at certain 
prices. 

The above offences were to be punished as misdemeanors, 
and in addition to fine or imprisonment, or both, the offend- 
er was to be required to give sufficient security for good be- 
havior for three years. 

It may not be improper for me to add that I never heard of 
a conviction, or even a prosecution, under this ordinance. 
The spirit of modern commercialism was too strong to be con- 
trolled by mediaeval methods. 

RAILROAD AND OTHER CORPORATIONS. 

Early in the session the Public Treasurer was directed to 
issue to the Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherford Railroad 
Company (now the Carolina Central), the coupon bonds of the 
State, to which it was entitled, on April, 1st, 1861, for work 
done before that date. The amount, not stated in the (ordi- 
nance), was $250,000, 

The Washington (N. C.) and Tarboro Railroad Company,t 
with a capital stock of $400,000, was incorporated. 

Also the Florence and Fayetteville Railroad Company J was 

♦Convention Ordinances, p. 42. 
f Convention Ordinances, p. 100. 
JConvention Ordinances, p. 166. 
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granted a charter, with a capital stock of $1,500,000. 

An amendment to the charter of the Western Railroad 
Company* (from Fayetteville to the coal fields of Chatham) 
was adopted, authorizing the company to receive $100,000 
from the State, without certifying that the requisite iron 
rails, chairs and spikes had been purchased. 

The charter of the Cheraw and Coal Field Railroad Com- 
panyt was amended, so as to allow the crossing of the Wil- 
mington, Charlotte and Rutherford Railroad, (now Carolina 
Central), west of Rockingham, not exceeding twelve miles, 
provided that equivalent work should be simultaneously done 
north and south of the last mentioned road, and further that 
the road should be completed to the coal fields within five 
years after the pending war. 

By ordinance of January 30th, 1862, J solvent corporations 
were authorized to subscribe to the capital stock of the Chat- 
ham Railroad Company, in order to connect the coal fields of 
Chatham with the North Carolina Railroad. These subscrip- 
tions might be paid with State bonds procured by giving the 
corporation bonds in exchange for the same. The State was 
to have a mortgage on the Chatham Railroad as collateral se- 
curity. Under this ordinance the city of Raleigh subscribed 
$50,000 and the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad Company $200,- 
000. After the war the name was changed to the Raleigh 
and Augusta Air Line Railroad Company. 

The Piedmont Railroad Company, § connecting the North 
Carolina and the Richmond and Danville Railroads, was char- 
tered after vigorous opposition on February 8th, 1862. This 
resulted in the building of the road from Greensboro to Dan- 
ville. The ordinance was urged as a necessary war measure, 
and probably would have failed if that argument had not been 
pressed. 

Also the Sapona Iron Company, with a capital stock of 

*Convention Ordinances, p. 160. 
tConvention Ordinances, p. 40. 
^Convention Ordinances, p. 83. 
gConvention Ordinances, p. 85. 
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$1,000,000, with privilege of having twenty thousand acres of 
land, was chartered. Under this charter superior iron was 
made in the Deep river valley.* 

MIvSCELI^ANKOUS ORDINANCES AND RESOL,UTlONS. 

On February 10th, 1862, the Convention ordered a Court of 
Oyer and Terminert to be held in Waynesville, in Haywood 
county for the trial of persons then in jail therein, charged 
with crimes, the Governor to designate a Superior Court Judge 
for the purpose. 

In June, 1861, J Col. Wharton J. Green tendered to the Con- 
vention a marble bust of John C. Calhoun from a plaster cast 
from life by the distinguished American sculptor. Powers, 
*' trusting that the daily contemplation of the mute semblance 
of the exalted and incorruptible Senator may inspire our leg- 
islators through all time to come with the noble ambition to 
emulate his unswerving selfsacrificing patriotism, and to im- 
itate his many other virtues, public and private." 

The donations was accepted with a resolution of thanks, 
Messrs. Venable, Craige and Smith, of Halifax, being ap- 
pointed to make arrangements for the formal presentation of 
of the bust to the Convention. 

Resolutions discountenancing party spirit** were defeated 
by a close vote, the peculiar friends of the Confederate and 
State administrations, knowing that discontent at the prefer- 
ence of original secessionists in appointments to office by 
President Davis and Governors Ellis and Clark was implied in 
the resolutions. 

This dissatisfaction was likewise expressed in the resolu- 
tion offered by Mr. John A. Gilmer that the Convention ap- 
point Colonels George B. Singletary and Z. B. Vance Briga- 
dier Generals, which was not pressed to a vote. 

♦Convention Ordinances, p. 154. 
tConvention Ordinances, p. 110. 
{Convention Documents. 
^.Convention Journal, 1st Session, p. 89. 
♦♦Convention Journal, 2ud Session, p. 64. 
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On May 1st, 1862,* Mr. Badger ojBPered two strong" resolu- 
tions. Firstly, that the Convention strongly approves a 
proclamation of the Governor, " rebuking a recent unconstitu- 
tional movement towards disarming the people." Secondly, 
that the Convention, having heard that citizens of this State, 
unconnected with the army, particularly Isaiah Respass, have 
been seized by the military authority and forcibly transported 
beyond its bounds to Richmond in Virginia, declares that 
such citizens are amenable only to civil tribunals, before the 
courts of the Confederacy or of this State, such trial to be in open 
court according to due course of law. It was resolved that the 
Governor, if satisfied of the facts above stated, demand of the 
authorities of the Confederate States the return of said Respass 
other citizens, to be delivered to the civil authority for examin- 
ation, and if sufficient cause appear, for commitment and trial. 
The resolutions were hotly discussed, a motion to adjourn 
being defeated by over a two-thirds vote. After further dis- 
cussion an adjournment was had and satisfactory action being 
taken by the Confederate authorities, a vote on the resolutions 
was not pressed. 

Authority was given to the cities and townsf of the State 
to prohibit the sale of spirituous liquors within their corpor- 
ate limits and one mile thereof. 

The patriotic fervor J was not sufficient to make the dele- 
gates change their opinions as to color, whether black or 
copper-tinted. The 14th Chapter of the Acts of Assembly, 
at the second Extra Session of 1861, which allowed Indians 
to testify for or against the whites, was repealed notwith- 
standing the vigorous opposition, of their advocate, W. H. 
Thomas, of Jackson, always a champion for the Cherokees. 
The vote was 66 to 32. 

On the last day of the Fourth Session, § on motion of Mr. 
Holden, afterwards Governor, the thanks of the Convention 

♦Convention Journal, 4th Session, p. 39. 
fConvention Ordinances, p. 153. 
JConvention Ordinances, p. 55. 
{Convention Journal, 4th Session, p. 109. 
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were unanimously tendered to the ladies of the State for their 
** contributions to the Confederate cause, and for the patri- 
otic ardor which they have exhibited in behalf of the country 
in the prosecution of the war." 

BISECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE PROVISIONAI, CONGRESS, 

Under the Provisional Constitution* of the Confederate 
States, the Convention elected delegates to represent the 
State at large, namely, William W. Avery and George Davis. 
Bedford Brown and Henry W. Miller received a large vote in 
opposition. For the districts, Wm. N, H. Smith was elected 
over Richard H. Smith, Thomas Ruffin, of Wayne, over 
George Green, Thomas D. McDowell over Walter L. Leak, 
Abram Venable over Archibald Arrington, John M. More- 
head over John W. Cunningham, Richard C. Puryear over 
Rufus L. Patterson, Burton Craige over Wm. R. Myers, Al- 
len T. Davidson over Nicholas W. Woodfin. In this election 
party lines were drawn. The **01d Union "men had held a 
caucus, at which ex-Governor Graham presided, and nomi- 
nated Brown and Miller for t'le state at large, and W. N. H. 
Smith, Green, Leak, Arrington, Morehead, Puryear, Myers 
and Davidson for the Districts. The * 'Original Secessionists" 
agreed to vote for Avery and Davis for the state at large and 
R. H. Smith, Ruffin of Wayne, McDowell, Venable, Cunning- 
ham, Patterson, Craige and Woodfin for the districts, wheth- 
er in caucus or not, I do not recall. There were enough 
independent members to prevent either party from claiming 
complete victory. Avery, Ruffin of Wayne, McDowell, Ven- 
able, Cunningham, Craige and Woodfin were original seces- 
sionists, while Davis, R. H. Smith and Patterson, were then 
acting with them. Brown, Miller, W, N. H. Smith, More- 
head, Puryear, Myers and Davidson were Old Union men, and 
Green, Leak, Arrington, were then acting with that party. 

GENERAI, OBSERVATIONS. 

Occasionally the Convention went into secret sessions, es- 
* Journal of Convention, First Session, pp. 118-128. 
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pecially in regard to the eastern counties.* Indignation was 
freely expressed at tho withdrawal of troops by the Confeder- 
ate government from some localities, and inadequate defence 
of others. Some members predicted that very many of the 
inhabitants would transfer their allegiance to the Federal 
government. Some thought that the negroes in the counties 
adjoining the sounds should be driven into the interior, but 
the proposal met with no encouragement. Mr. Pettigrew 
stated that on calling up his slaves for transportation to the 
up country, most of them took to the swamps. There was 
apprehension that there would be a general stampede to the 
Federal army, as soon as it should appear on our coasts. The 
principal speakers, so far as my memory goes, were Dr. R. K. 
Speed and Messrs. Saterthwaite, Rayner, R. H. Smith, S. B. 
Spruill, Pettigrew and Woodfin. After much debate the con- 
clusion was that the defense should be left to the Confederate 
government. 

BETHEL ; ROANOKE ISLAND ; HATTEKAS. 

There were two occasions when the excitement of the dele- 
gates generally was so great that it was impossible to carry 
on business for many minutes. The first was over General 
D. H. Hiirs dispatch, announcing a victory at Big Bethel, 
with the loss of one killed and six wounded. Such turbulent, 
even frenzied, uproar is seldom witnessed. Men, who went 
wild over this petty skirmish, learned to be comparatively 
cool when hearing the news of the bloody victories of Manas- 
sas and Chancellorsville. The dispatch and subsequent de- 
tailed report by General, then Colonel, Hill were made to Gov- 
ernor Ellis, because the troops had not been transferred to 
the Confederacy. 

In the light of subsequent great victories by our troops it 
is difficult now to understand how firm and well balanced men 
should have been so wild over this trivial affair, in which the 
enemy stated their loss at only 150, while General Hill's im- 

♦Notes of Debates in Secret Session taken by the author. 
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agination guessed at only 300, In view of the one killed and 
six wounded, he piously reported, *'Our Heavenly Father has 
wonderfully interposed to shield our heads in the day of bat- 
tle," Governor Ellis, in transmitting the report, calls the 
engagement a ''signal victory " and asked and obtained the 
privilege of thanking the ** gallant commander and the brave 
officers and men." He further requested that General Hill be 
promoted to be Brigadier General.* The Convention ordered 
3200 copies of the message and dispatch to be printed for the 
members. On motion of Mr. Spruill of Bertie a committee 
was appointed consisting of Messrs. Spruill, Rayner and 
Barnes to illuminate the Capitol and grounds in honor of the 
* ' brilliant victory. " 

The second occasion, when many delegates lost their heads, 
was when Roanoke Island was captured. There was almost 
a panic for a few minutes. A few advocated an immediate 
adjournment. Some looked and acted as if there was imminent 
danger of Burnside's cavalry making a dash on Raleigh. 
But the cooler headed members soon brought the rattle-brain- 
ed to their senses. 

As a curious illustrationf of the ignorance of the resources 
of the United States prevailing in the South, I give part of a 
reply of Governor Ellis to a question by the Convention as to 
the alleged ** landing of foreign troops on the coast of North 
Carolina," On June 10th, 1861, he assured the Convention 
that the rumor was untrue and then used this language. ''If 
our batteries are properly served, a fact of which I could en- 
tertain no doubt, the power of th6 United States Navy is not 
sufficient to effect an entrance into any one of the Harbors of 
the State." 

That the batteriesj were well served is attested by the Res- 
olution of the Convention passed in the following December, 
expressing their " undiminished confidence in the courage and 
loyalty of the officers and soldiers, who, after a long and se- 

*Convention Journal, pp. 90-101. 

fConvention Documents. 

X Convention Ordinances, p. 57. 
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vere bombardment, were compelled to surrender to an over- 
whelming force, the inadequate defences of Hatteras on the 
29thof August last." 

DECORUM. 

As a rule the discussions were harmonious, but on two occa- 
sions anger got the better of decorum. The war of words 
was however the only interruption of amicable intercourse. 
When two venerable and distinguished members, whose seats 
were contiguous, after a short interchange of angry sarcasm, 
resumed their seats and turned their backs to each other, 
with countenances expressive of indignant wrath, the spec- 
tacle excited the sly and unexpressed merriment of all be- 
holders. Their friends, after the recess, soon restored their 
life-long friendship and the dos a dos position was never re- 
sumed. 

At another time a prominent delegate spoke to another in 
loud and hectoring language. The latter indignantly, but 
without threatening an immediate blow, strode toward the seat 
of his adversary. While members generally were fearing a col- 
lision. Judge Wm. M. Shipp quietly, but firmly, stepped between 
the two and gave the needed moment for reflection. In a short 
while an ample apology was tendered by the offender, who al- 
leged unstrung nerves from *'sick headache" as the cause of 
his ill humor. 

HUMOR. 

The times were too serious for merriment as a rule. Mirth, 
however, was on one occasion sudden and irrepressible. 
A delegate, made a speech on the horrors of the war, 
the wickedness of the enemy and the justice of our cause, 
delivered with the peculiarly mournful and vociferous 
sadness once heard at camp meetings. Another delegate 
of great natural ability, then suffering from too fre- 
quent interviews with John Barleycorn, at the close of the 
war sermon, stepped forward and gravely shouted, *'Mr. 
9 
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President, I move that the front bench be set apart for the 
mourners." For several minutes the anxieties and responsi- 
bilities of legislation were forgotten. 

ORATORY. 

According to my recollection, ex-Governor Graham's ora- 
tion on the Test Oath was considered the ablest delivered in 
the Convention. A short speech by Mr. Fenner B. Satter- 
thwite against Soldiers's Suffrage, and one by Mr. C. R.Thomas 
on his resolutions discountenancing Party Spirit, had perhaps 
the clearest ring of eloquence. The number of strong and 
forcible speakers was so great that I will not attempt to enu- 
merate them. 

CONVENTION BECAME UNPOPUI.AR. 

It is undeniable that there was in May, 1862, much dissat- 
isfaction among the people at the long continuance of the 
life of the Convention and its going so largely into general 
legislation. It was this evident displeasure that prevented 
the general revision and rewriting of the Constitution, which 
many of the wisest thought should be done. 

In truth there were too many great men, too many accus- 
tomed to be leaders, in the body for utmost efficiency. Many 
felt themselves compelled to give their views on every sub- 
ject proposed and thus discussion was prolonged at a time 
when the people were impatient of talk and clamorous for ac- 
tion. The public too could not understand why two legisla- 
tive bodies were necessar}^, and as the main object, for which 
the Convention was called, was accomplished, it felt that they 
ought to give way. The Assemblymen felt hampered in their 
action by being under the control of a body of superior power, 
and their dissatisfaction was countenanced by the "original 
secession" party in the Convention, who had lost its control 
and advocated its dissolution. It thus came to pass that, while 
the members individually retained their hold on the people, 
there were no tears shed over their surrendering the reins of 
power. 



PART II. 



PROPOSED ORDINANCES DEFEATED. 

In order fully to understand the temper of the Convention 
it is necessary to mention the leading- measures, which met 
with its disapproval. 

ORDINANCES OF REVOI.UTION AND OF SECESSION. 

The Badger ordinance,* for which the Craige Secession or- 
dinance was substituted by a vote of 72 to 40, was designed 
to meet the views of those who did not believe that a state 
had the leg-al right of secession, but did believe in the right 
of revolution against oppression. The hot lang-uage used 
shows the excited public feeling-. The preamble asserts, 

1. That Lincoln and Hamlin were chosen by a sectional 
party, hostile to Southern institutions. 

2. That North Carolina, though aggrieved thereby, de- 
clined to join the states first seceding-, but being ardently 
attached to the Union, remained therein, hoping that what 
was threatening might be removed and guarantees for secur- 
ity of our rights be given, in the mean time exerting her in- 
fluence for the accomplishment of these ends. 

3. While indulging this hope President Lincoln called on 
the states for troops to invade the seceding states, in order to 
subject them to military authority ; that there was no Act of 
Congress authorizing such call, and that such Act, if passed, 
would be unconstitutional. 

4. The call was answered with enthusiasm throughout the 
non-slaveholding states. 

5. It is evident from the tone of the press of those states 
and the avowal of their public men, that their ''government 
and people intend to wage a cruel war against the seceded 
states, to destroy utterly the fairest portion of their continent, 

*Convention Ordinances, p. 10. 
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and to reduce its inhabitants to absolute subjection and abject 
slavery." 

6. President Lincoln without shadow of rightful author- 
ity, has "declared the ports of North Carolina as well as all 
the other Atlantic and Gulf States, under blockade, thus 
seeking" to cut off our trade with all parts of the world." 

7. The whole conduct and words of said Lincoln have been 
false, disingenuous and treacherous. 

8. That he is governing by military rule alone, increas- 
ing army and navy without authority, and setting aside con- 
stitutional and legal restraints. 

9. His "unconstitutional, illegal and oppressive acts," his 
"wicked and diabolical purposes," and his "position of usur- 
per and military dictator" were sustained by the non-slavehold- 
ing states. 

Therefore this Convention, in the name and with the sov- 
ereign power of the people of North Carolina declare, 

1st. All connection of government between this State 
and the United States, dissolved and abrogated, and this 
State to be a free, sovereign and independent state, owing no 
subordination, obedience, support or other duty to them, their 
constitution, or authorities. 

2nd. That "this state has full power to levy war, con- 
clude peace, contract alliances, and to do all other acts and 
things which independent states may of right do." 

3rd. "Appealing to the Supreme Governor of the world 
for the justice of our cause, and beseeching Him for His gra- 
cious help and blessing, we will to the uttermost of our pow- 
er, and to the last extremity, maintain, defend and uphold 
this declaration." 

Ex-Chief Justice Ruffin, although a life-long Democrat, 
did not altogether approve Craige's Secession Ordinance, and 
offered to amend it, so as to read,* "We, the people of North 
Carolina, do declare and ordain that the Union, &c., is here- 
by dissolved," &c. He omitted the clause repealing the Or- 
dinance of 1789, which ratified the Constitution. The vote 

*Conveiitioii Ordinances, p. 1.4 
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against the Rufl&n ordinance was ()(> to 49. Its wording* im- 
plies that he concurred with Mr. Badger in the view that the 
Union was indissoluble except by revolution. 

The following ordinances failed to meet with the favor of 
the Convention. No further explanation of them is neces- 
sary. 

Allowing free negroes to enslave themselves.* 

Debtors in prison bounds to be allowed to go free during 
the war.* 

Making the selling of cotton yarns for over $1.50 per bunch 
of five pounds a misdemeanor.* 

Ordinance creating a Minister of War.* 

To repeal the Stay Law passed by the General Assembly, 
54 to 52.t 

Mr. Woodfin's ordinance* to deprive the courts of all civil 
jurisdiction during the continuance of the war, and to give 
Superior Court Judges the power of calling criminal courts 
for trial of felonies. 

A "Self Denying Ordinance," prohibiting a member of the 
Convention from holding any other office. J 

SEDITIOUS LANGUAGE AND TEST OATH. 

The effort to pass an Ordinance§ making Seditious Lan- 
g-uage highly criminal, and requiring a stringent Test Oath to 
be taken by all males of the State, except volunteers, under 
penalty of banishment or disfranchisement, which was re- 
ported by a committee, of which Judge Asa Biggs was Chair- 
man, was defeated, after an able debate. Judge Biggs was 
the leader for, and ex-Governor Graham against the proposi- 
tion. As the measure well shows the fervid temper and stern 
earnestness of purpose of a portion of our citizens, I give an 
analysis of it. 

*Convention Documents. Not voted on. 
fConvention Journal, 3rd Session, p. 39. 
JConvention Journal, 1st Session, p. 40. 

^Convention Documents. Printed as appendix to Graham's speech 
on the Test Oath. 
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Either of the following offences was declared a liig-h misde- 
meanor, punishable with fine and imprisonment, with oblig^a- 
tion to g'ive g-ood security for three years. 

(a) Attempting to convey intelligence to the enemy. 

(i) Publishing and deliberately speaking or writing against 
our public defence. 

(c) Maliciously and advisedly endeavoring to excite the 
people to resist the Government of this State or of the Con- 
federate States, or 

(d) Persuading them to return to a dependence on the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. 

(e) Knowingly spreading false and dispiriting news. 

(/) Maliciously or advisedly terrifying and discouraging 
the people from enlisting into the service of the State or of the 
Confederate States. 

(g) Stirring up or exciting tumults, disorders, or insurrec- 
tions in this State. 

(A) Disposing the people to favor the enemy. 

(t) Opposing or endeavoring to prevent the measures car- 
rying on in support of the freedom and independence of the 
Confederate States. 

Two or more credible witnesses, or "other sufiScient evi- 
dence," were sufficient to convict. 

Any Judge, or Justice of the Peace, on the oath of one wit- 
ness, that either of the above offences, has been committed 
must bind the accused with good security to appear at the 
next county court, and, if he failed to give such security, he 
must be sent to prison. 

TEST OATH. 

Every free male in the state, except volunteers in the army, 
idiots and lunatics, and prisoners of war, must, before an of- 
ficer authorized to administer an oath, take an oath, 1st, of 
allegiance to the State ; 2nd, that he will to the utmost of his 
power defend the independence of the Confederate States ; 
3rd, that he renounces allegiance to the United States ; 4th, 
that he will support the Confederate States, and this State. 
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Certificates of this oath were returnable to the Clerk of the 
County Court, to be recorded. 

Any Justice of the Peace could cite one neglecting to take 
the oath to appear before the County Court. If he should 
fail without sufficient reason to attend, or if attending, should 
refuse to take the oath, the Court may order him to leave the 
State, and depart out of the Confederate States, within thir- 
ty days. 

If the Court allowed him to remain, he was disabled to vote, 
or hold any "office, appointment, license or election of trust 
or profit, civil or military," nor could he be a member of the 
General Assembly. 

If any person should disobey the order of the Court to quit 
the State within thirty days, it was made the duty of the 
Judge or Justice, knowing the fact, to have him arrested and 
brought before the County Court. The Court must then send 
him out of the Confederate States at his expense, causing the 
Sheriff to sell enough of his property to pay the expenses and 
the costs of arrest and detention. 

If any person so departing, or sent off from this State, 
should return, he should be guilty of treason, the punishment 
of which was death. 

It will be noticed that the oath was to be required of all 
aliens, even citizens of a friendly nation, residing in North 
Carolina. 

The speech of ex-Governor Graham against this ordinance 
was extremely forcible and gained many votes. That of Mr. 
Dick was praised for its impassioned eloquence, Mr. Biggs 
on the other side was the strongest, but he gained few sup- 
porters. Only 22 favored the measure on the final vote, 
while 79 were recorded in the opposition.* 

As ex-Governor Graham's fire was principally against the 
Test Oath part of the ordinance, Mr. Rayner introduced the 
the part defining and punishing Seditious Language.! It fail- 
ed by 45 to 29. 

♦Convention Journal, 2nd Session, p. 69. 
fConvention Journal, 4th Session, p. 51. 
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An ordinance of similar nature to the above,* proposing- to 
confiscate the property of citizens, who should abandon the 
State, or who being resident in the United States, should not 
return, met with a similar fate. It was postponed to the 
next session by a vote so decisive, 25 to 12, that it was never 
called up again. 

The ordinance of Mr. Leak of Richmondf to create an Ex- 
ecutive Council and give it virtually dictatorial powers, was 
summarily defeated. The Governor was to be a member, and 
the council could declare martial law, arrest and imprison 
any they might deem to be disloyal, seize private property 
for public use, order into the military or police service such 
part of the population of the state as it may deem proper, 
draw upon the public treasury at discretion, purchase arms 
and ammunition to an unlimited extent and appoint and pay 
as many officers as it might choose. 

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS. 

The proposition! that the constitution should in future be 
amended only by a convention of the people, abolishing the 
mode of amending by legislative enactment and submission 
to a vote of the people, reported favorably by a majority 
of a special committee, whose names do not appear, met with 
no favor. There was a strong dissenting opinion submitted 
by the late Governor Holden and Mr. E. A. Thompson. 

The motion§ to strike out of the Constitution the require- 
ment that the people shall vote by ballot received only the 
vote of the mover. 

Mr. Badger's motion** that the Constitution be amended so 
that no law, or resolution having the force of law, shall be 
passed except by a majority of all the members of both houses, 
was defeated, 44 to 37. 

♦Convention Journal, 1st Session, p. 191. 
f Convention Documents. 
J Convention Documents. 
^Convention Journal, 4th Session, p. 61. 
♦♦Convention Journal, 4th Session, p. 64. 
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Mr. Woodfin's motion* to make federal population, instead 
of taxation, the basis of the Senate, received only 19 votes, as 
ag-ainst 62. 

Near the closing t" days of the last session, ex-Governor 
Graham moved to call a convention especially for amending 
the Constitution. The proposition received only 24 votes, to 
31 against it, not a quorum voting. 

The ordinance! to elect judges by the people met with no 
favor. 

Although the Convention finally adjourned without rewrit- 
ing the Fundamental Law, or making other amendments than 
those heretofore mentioned, yet committees, composed of men 
of great legal ability and political experience, were appoint- 
ed to put in a more orderly shape, and suggest amendments 
to, the Declaration of Rights and the several Articles of the 
Constitution. Although these reports failed to become oper- 
ative, they are both interesting and instructive to those who 
wish to understand the course of our civil development. The 
following statement will show the changes contemplated and 
the names of the members of the respective Committees. 

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 

The report on the Declaration of Rights made by W. J. El- 
lison, was strongly adverse to ''any alteration affecting the 
existing relations or constitutional rights and privileges of 
the free negro." The committee, on account of *'the rever- 
ence and veneration at all times due to that Declaration," 
recommended only the following changes. 

1. Add to the 7th Section. '*nor shall any person be sub- 
ject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or 
limb." 

2. Add to the 12th Section, *'nor shall right or justice be 
sold, denied or delayed to any one, nor shall private property 
be taken for public use without just compensation." 

♦Convention Journal, 4th Session, p. 71. 
tConvention Jonrnal, 4th Session, p, 107. 
l:Convention Documents. Not voted on. 
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The Committee call attention to the fact that the foreg"oing" 
additions are portions of the 9th Section of the first Article 
of the Constitution of the Confederate States, except the 
words, "nor shall rig-Ut or justice be sold, denied or delayed 
to any one," which are part of Magna Chart a. 

3. The Committee recommend the striking out of the 2Sth 
Section, relating to the State's boundary, as being now en- 
tirely inaccurate, and because a description of boundaries 
should not be in a declaration of principles. 

The Committee were Ellison, Chairman, Badger, Holmes, 
Ruffin of Alamance, Dick. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The Committee on the Legislative Department, to wit, 
Graham, Rayner, Smith of Halifax, Strong, Meares, Brown, 
Foster of Randolph, Caldwell of Rowan, McDowell of Bladen, 
Woodfin, rearranged the constitutional provisions relating 
thereto, with the following changes and additions. 

1. The General Assembly to have power to disfranchise 
for bribery. 

2. No President, Cashier or Treasurer of a corporation, in 
which the State shall be a stockholder, to be a member of the 
General Assembly. 

3. The Presiding Officer of the Senate to be called Presi- 
dent. 

4. No person, not entitled to vote, to be a member of the 
General Assembly. 

5. Members of the General Assembly to be privileged from 
arrest, except for treason, felony or breach of the peace, dur- 
ing their attendance and going to and returning from their 
sessions. {Eundo^ mot undo ^ et ad propria redeundo). 

6. No act appropriating over $500 to be passed except by 
a majority of all the members of each house, 

7. The public debt not to exceed twenty million dollars 
principal, but debts for carrying on the Confederate war, for 
suppressing insurrection and repelling invasion not to be in- 
cluded in this limit. 
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8. The office of Auditor of claims against the State to be 
created, while the duties of Comptroller were left as before. 

9. Jews to be allowed to hold office, as the Convention had 
already voted. 

10. The article defining and punishing treason to be in- 
corporated in the words of the United States Constitution, as 
has been stated. 

THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following are the changes recommended by the Com- 
mittee on the Executive Department, Howard, Dillard, Green, 
Leak of Richmond, Arrington, Gilmer, Headen, Miller, Gal- 
loway, Greenlee. 

1. The property qualification of the Governor to be in- 
creased from one thousand pounds, ($2000), in real estate to 
$5000, of which $2000 shall be real estate. He must be a cit 
izen on the 22nd of February, 1862, or a native citizen of the 
Confederate States. 

2. The term of office of the Governor to be three years. 
He was not to be eligible for two consecutive terms. He was 
to enter in his office on January 1st next after election, hav- 
ing previously taken the oath of office before the General As- 
sembly or Chief Justice. 

3. The power of laying embargoes and prohibiting ex- 
ports was omitted. 

4. The Governor must sign revenue bills and bills appro- 
priating money. If he should refuse, the bill could not be 
passed except by a two-thirds vote of each house. If the bill 
is not returned by the Governor within six days, Sundays ex- 
cepted, it is to become a law. Likewise a bill sent to the 
Governor one whole day before adjournment, and not return- 
ed, is to become a law. 

5. The office of Lieutenant Governor was to be created. 
In the closing days of the last session, on May 12th, 1862, 

an effort was made to pass the Lieutenant Governor Ordi- 
nance as a single amendment to the Constitution. On motion 
the special order was postponed in order to take it up, th^ 
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vote being understood to be a test of its streng"th. This pre- 
vailed* by 37 to 26. A motion to submit the ordinance to a 
vote of the people, t prevailed by 35 to 33, whereupon certain 
of its friends joined with its opponents in tabling- it, 49 to 20.1 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. § 

Committee : Ruffin, of Alamance, Biggs, Battle of Edge- 
combe, Sanders, Strange, Badger,Kittrell, Johnston, Mitchell, 
McDowell of Madison. 

Ex-Chief Justice Ruffin, as Chairman, reported a substitute 
for all provisions of the old Constitution, as amended in 1835, 
embodying the following changes : 

1. The Judicial power to be vested in one Supreme Court; 
in Superior Courts of Law and Courts of Equity ; in County 
Courts, and in Justices of the Peace. 

2. The Supreme Court to consist of a Chief Justice and 
three Associate Justices, to be called Justices. 

3. The Superior Courts of Law and Courts of Equity to 
consist of one or more Judges, at the discretion of the Gener- 
al Assembly. 

4. Two terms of the Supreme Court to be at Raleigh, as 
nearly as may be, half a year apart. 

5. The General Assembly may provide for more than two 
terms of the Superior Courts in each county, in which case 
they may increase the terms of the Supreme Court. 

6. County Courts to be four times a year, not less than 
three justices to be a quorum. The old name Court of Pleas 
and Quarter Sessions, changed to County Courts. 

7. All the Courts mentioned, including Justices of the 
Peace, shall have the jurisdiction possessed on May 20th, 
1861, but the General Assembly may enlarge their jurisdic- 
tion. 

This made all the Courts independent as to their existing 
powers. 

*4th Session Journal, p. 100. 
f4th Session Journal, p. 101. 
t4th Session Journal, p. 101-2. 
gConvention Pocuments. 
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8. Three Justices of the Peace for each one thousand in- 
habitants, and no more, to be elected by the County Courts 
and commissioned by the Governor, to own in the county a 
freehold in land, assessed for taxes at $100. Justices then in 
oflSce to be continued. 

Note. The number under the old Constitution was unlim- 
ited, and no property qualification was prescribed. They 
were appointed by the General Assembly, usually on the nom- 
ination of the members from their counties, 

9. The Justices to be removed for conviction of an infa- 
mous crime, corruption or other misdemeanor in office, instead 
of as theretofore for "misbehavior, absence or inability" by 
the General Assembly. By the change the conviction in 
Court was to remove the offender, and he was to be forever 
disqualified to hold any office under the State. 

10. The General Assembly to have power to establish 
courts in cities and towns, and to g"ive them such jurisdiction 
in civil cases, as it may deem best. 

11. The General Assembly may establish police courts in 
cities and towns with power to tax and punish, in a summary 
manner, those accused of misdemeanors, and of violations of 
the bylaws. 

TAXATION, REVENUE, AND PUBLIC DEBT.* 

The Committee on this subject, viz, Ruffin, of Alamance, 
Chairman, Smith of Halifax, Pettig-rew, Thomas of Jackson, 
Badger, Biggs, Mitchell, McDowell of Madison, recommend- 
ed that in lieu of the 3rd Section of the 4th Article of the 
Amendments of 1835, the following in substance be substi- 
tuted. 

1. All free males over 21 and under 45 years of age only 
pay a capitation, or poll tax. 

2. This to be not less than the tax on $300 worth of land. 

3. Land and slaves to be taxed according to their value. 

4. Tax on slaves not more than that on land. 

5. Tax on slaves may be, (a) on their general average 
value in the State, or {d) on their value in classes in respect 

*Conyention Documents. 
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to age, sex and other distinctive properties. The mode must 
be prescribed by law. 

6. Exemptions may be of, («) soldiers in service, (3) of 
free males or slaves for bodily infirmity, (c) such real es- 
tate as hath hitherto been exempted by law. 

7. The public debt, including that created before March 
1st, 1861, not to exceed $20,000,000 principal. No debt to be 
hereafter contracted unless authorized by yea and nay vote of 
the whole number of members of each house. 

8. The Sinking Fund to be continued and duly applied to 
the existing debt until paid. If there is a deficiency it must 
be supplied by taxation or loans. 

9. In contracting future debts, the General Assembly must 
levy a tax in the act authorizing the same, sufficient to pay 
the interest annually, and also not less than one per cent of 
the principal for 34 years ; this one per cent to be a sinking 
fund, to be invested in the bonds of this State, or of the 
Confederate States, or some one of them, to be applied to the 
payment of said debt. This special tax shall be irrepealable 
until the debt is paid, unless adequate provision is made by 
taxation for the same object. 

10. Temporary loans not over $100,000 at onetime, may be 
authorized payable out of the taxes of that or the succeeding 
year, by a yea and nay vote of all the members of each house. 

11. The foregoing limits may be exceeded to any amount 
in case of war, insurrection or invasion. All moneys received 
from the Confederate States in liquidation of debts increased 
for carrying on the present war shall be applied to those 
debts, if practicable, if not, shall go into a sinking fund for 
such purpose. The deficiency, if any, shall be supplied by 
taxation. 

It is interesting to note what of these suggested amend- 
ments have been since adopted, i. e., by the Conventions of 
1868 and 1875. They are : 

1. In the Declaration of Rights is the clause, "All courts 
shall be open ; and every person for an injury done him or 
his lands, goods, person, or reputation, shall have remedy by 
due course of law, and right and justice administered without 
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sale, denial or delay." This is the substance of one amend- 
ment recommended by the Committee, 

2. The provision in regard to the boundaries of the State 
was not stricken out as was recommended, but greatly sim- 
plified. 

3. That, in reg"ard to being* twice put in jeopardy for the 
same offence was not adopted. 

4. In the existing Constitution the President of the Sen- 
ate in absence of the Lieutenant Governor, is called in one 
section President, in another Speaker. 

5. The test of voting and holding ofi&ce are made the 
same, 

6. Office of Auditor created, but that of Comptroller abol- 
ished. 

7. The treason ordinance adopted. 

8. The term of office of Governor made four years, instead 
of three. He is not allowed two successive terms. 

9. Power of Governor to lay embargoes and prohibit ex- 
ports is omitted. 

10. Office of Lieutenant Governor created. 

11. The Supreme Court made independent of the General 
Assembly. The powers and jurisdiction of the Superior and 
other Courts are likewise beyond the power of the General 
Assembly, but that body can distribute that power and juris- 
diction among the several Courts. 

12. One Chief Justice and four Associate Justices in exist- 
ing Constitution. 

13. Also terms of the Supreme Court to be at Raleigh. 

14. The principle of proportioning in several districts the 
number of Justices of the Peace to each one thousand inhabi- 
tants has been adopted by the General Assembly in pursuance 
of power granted by the present Constitution. 

15. The duty of the General Assembly to levy a special 
tax to pay interest and provide a sinking fund for debts con- 
tracted under certain circumstances, is in the new Constitu- 
tion, as is also the existence of no restriction in case of 
insurrection or invasion. 

16. No debt incurred except by an yea and nay vote. 
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17. Equalization of the capitation tax and that of $300 
worth of land. 

18. Mr. Woodfin's proposal to have population the basis 
of the Senate adopted. 

It is not probable that the leg-islators of 1868 and 1875 
consciously used the ideas of those of 1862. The prior work 
of the wise men of the older .date was hid away in some 
pigeon hole in the Capitol and practically inaccessible. 

IN CONCI.USION. 

I venture to hope that the reader will find in my mono- 
graph much that will throw light upon the public temper 
during the terrible civil war. The members of the Conven- 
tion of 1861 were accurate representatives of our people. By 
studying their action we get a glimpse of the frenzied ex- 
citement of the times, the spirit of intolerance and persecu- 
tion, the enormous expenditures, the lavish issue of bonds 
and circulating notes, recalling the weltering financial chaos 
of the Revolution, the measures taken for the defense of our sea- 
board and to relieve the necessities of soldiers and citizens, and 
to fill up our armies without resort to the dreaded law of con- 
scription. We see too that while many members thought only 
of war and the means of carrying it on, there were others suf- 
ficiently calm to desire to make important amendments to our 
Constitution. Fortunately I preserved the Convention Doc- 
uments, two octavo volumes of them, and from the summary 
which I have given, can be seen the well considered opinions, 
regarding changes in our fundamental law, of Ruffin, Gra- 
ham, Badger, Biggs, Woodfin, Howard, Ellison and other 
astute and experienced lawyers and statesmen. A study of 
the Convention, what it did and what it refused to do, will 
show that even in the days of war, when the air was full of 
sulphurous wrath and wild boastings, North Carolina pre- 
served a fair measure of dignified courage and thoughtful res- 
olution to dare the most and endure the worst. 
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